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“…, let us show our enduring gratitude to military families and their loved ones in uniform for contributing to our Nation's legacy as a beacon of hope and liberty.”
· President Barack Obama, Presidential Proclamation, Military Family Month, 2015, Washington, D.C., Oct 29 2015
____________________________________________________________________________________

SIGNIFICANT DEPARTMENT MESSAGES
President Signs Every Student Succeeds Act into Law

On the morning of December 10, President Obama signed the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), replacing the long-expired No Child Left Behind law on December 10th. WhileESSA continues to require annual testing and for states to improve low-performing schools, it allows for more local control to set goals and make plans for remediation. Section 1118, Parental Involvement, is now Section 1116, Parent and Family Engagement. The law also authorizes funding for a Statewide Family Engagement Centers program. Find out more from Cecilia Muñoz, Director of the Domestic Policy Council, who lays out what you need to know about the "fix to No Child Left Behind."
Under Secretary Ted Mitchell Accepts Recommendation To Grant Nearly $28 Million In Relief To Former Heald Students
Loan forgiveness for more than 1,000 former Corinthian students was announced on Dec 3, 2015 in a progress report to U.S. Department of Education Under Secretary of Education Ted Mitchell. By early December, the Department will notify an initial set of borrowers that their claims have been approved. Within 120 days, borrowers will receive confirmation that their loans have been discharged. Credit reporting agencies will also be contacted to update borrowers' credit history to reflect discharged loans. Borrowers will receive updated disclosures from their loan servicers detailing their up-to-date loan balance and payment schedules.

For more information, go to http://www.ed.gov/news/press-releases/special-master-joe-smith-delivers-progress-report-borrower-defense-process  Borrowers seeking debt relief should who have not submitted claims should visit www.studentaid.gov/Corinthian for more information.

SPOTLIGHT
Woodard Junior High Recognized in Top 2% of AVID Schools Worldwide

Yuma School District One's Woodard Junior High School is awarded elite status as AVID (Advancement Via Individual Determination) National Demonstration School. Demonstration School status places Woodard in the top 2% of the 5,400 AVID (Advancement Via Individual Determination) schools nationally and world-wide. 

AVID is a kindergarten through postsecondary system that challenges all students to become confident scholars, fully prepared for successful completion of a four-year college program. This level of academic preparation also prepares students for success in other post-secondary programs. While AVID provides an elective course to support students who take on the challenge of advanced courses; this program also trains faculty to use successful instructional strategies schoolwide, raising the level of instruction for all students. 

The AVID program at Woodard Junior High School is supported by a grant from the Department of Defense Education Agency. For more information about the AVID program, visit  http://www.avid.org/what-is-avid.ashx   and for additional information about Woodard’s recognition, go to http://azednews.com/2015/12/14/yuma-school-in-top-2-if-avid-schools-worldwide/. 

Two events sponsored by Department of Defense Dependents Schools-Europe and Department of Defense Education Activity-Pacific helped create balance in students’ lives:
FAR EAST JAZZ AND MODERN MUSIC FESTIVAL
The Far East Jazz and Modern Music Festival featured performances by students from 11 schools playing alongside each other at Okinawa’s American Village and worldwide Internet audience on High School Cube. To read more about the event go to http://www.stripes.com/news/students-wows-em-during-far-east-jazz-and-modern-music-festival-1.379685.
CREATIVE CONNECTIONS 
For four days students converged from military schools across Europe for the annual Creative Connections.  The students spend hours focusing on their chosen craft with like-minded peers at Rheinland-Pfalz in southwest Germany. The event has been held for about 39 years.  To find out more go to http://www.stripes.com/news/arts-take-center-stage-at-dodds-europe-s-creative-connections-1.379451. 
EVENTS

Home Visits Linked to Higher Reading Scores and Attendance Rates
On Dec 4, the U.S. Department of Education held a presentation about the impact home visits have had on chronic absenteeism and reading comprehension in D.C. Public Schools.  To view the presentation, visit http://edstream.ed.gov/webcast/Play/0557e03fa6814dd5b1a8fd1a3798cba61d.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Annual National Title I Conference

January 28 – 30, 2016 the National Title I Association will be hosting its annual 
conference at the George R. Brown Convention Center in Houston, TX. This year’s conference theme is Frontiers of Opportunity. Over 100 sessions will be offered that will cover three broad themes: instruction, leadership, and policy. Additional information regarding registration and conference details is available online at https://www.titlei.org/conference
ParentCamp USA

ParentCamp USA is an ”unconference” which allows parents, educators, and students to come together to talk about the things that matter most to them. ParentCamp is always FREE and open to those within the community.  ParentCamps are scheduled to be held around the country.  Schedule of future ParentCamps:

New Jersey                  January 9

Delaware                    January 23

Pennsylvania                     June 19       

For information about these ParentCamps and others go to the website, http://www.parentcamp.org/.
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Tools for Students

For the month of January Family, School, and Community Engagement will provide a link, to the You Tube channel where children can review topics by watching videos to re-energize for the coming new year.  Click here for children grades K-5. Click here for children in grades 6-8. To order publications, click here.
______________________________________________________________

Contacts: Cynthia Hearn Dorfman, advisor; Carrie Jasper, writer and editor; and Kathy Facon, Jennifer Dailey-Perkins, Maureen Dowling, Gary Jones, Brian Thompson, Elaine A. McShane, Heather Jones, Terri Lowe, Luciano Munoz, and Arlene Hernandez contributors. 
To subscribe, unsubscribe or comment on this newsletter, please contact MilitaryContacts@ed.gov. 
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