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“May God bless you. May God bless our men and women in uniform. And may God bless the United States of America." 

                                                    —President Barack Obama, U.S. Military Academy-West Point, West Point, New York May 28, 2014
____________________________________________________________________________________

SIGNIFICANT DEPARTMENT MESSAGES
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President Barack Obama Joined U.S. Education Secretary Arne Duncan in Iowa on Sixth Annual Back-to-School Bus Tour 
President Barack Obama joined U.S. Secretary of Education Arne Duncan on the Sixth Annual Back-to-School Bus Tour to North High School in Des Moines, Iowa. 

The “Ready for Success” tour, September 14 -18, celebrated how states and local communities are working to increase access and opportunity from early learning through college. 

View a video trailer about the bus tour here. For a map of the excursion, click here.
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RECENT EVENTS
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President Obama at Fort Meade on 9/11

President Barack Obama visited Fort Meade to commemorate the 14th anniversary of the Sept. 11 attacks.

The president met with service members at the Anne Arundel County base, in addition to observing a moment of silence with the first lady on the South Lawn. For more information, visit http://touch.baltimoresun.com/#section/-1/article/p2p-84388809/. 
SPOTLIGHT

The Branch Military Parent Technical Assistance Center is Now Open for Business!
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The new Technical Assistance Center, Branch Military Parent Technical Assistance Center, (MPTAC) has now been launched!   Known as The Branch, the MPTAC is available to assist parent centers increase their visibility with and support for military families within their communities. The Branch is rapidly developing universal information and tools that will be useful for parent centers.
The Branch has --

• A dedicated website that contains resources and more are coming! New things will be going onto the site regularly. 

• Three dedicated staff to support parent centers across the country and families.  Check out who your state contact is here. 

• A map of the U. S. and its territories that links to the military installations in that region.  

• Resources in a library, including one-pagers organized by  topic areas, such as military courtesies, Exceptional Family Member Program, TRICARE (military insurance), permanent change of station, Department of Defense Educational Agency  schools, Early Intervention and Educational and Developmental Intervention Services (EDIS), Medicaid, and childcare. 
The Branch will also produce a quarterly e-newsletter that will include information from parent centers, military subject matter experts and resources.
For more information about MPTAC, go to www.branchta.org. Have questions and requests, contact MPTAC by calling 1-253-565-2266 or email vfarnsworth@wapave.org.
Click here to find the Parent Training and Information Center or Community Parent Resource Center serving your state and community.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
MarineCorps Air Station Yuma’s LINKS
Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) Yuma’s LINKS (Lifestyles, Insights, Network, Knowledge and Skills) for Teachers have developed a program to help teachers better understand military children. 

The MCAS Yuma school liaison and Marine Corps Community Service’s Family Team Building trainers, outline the potential effects the military lifestyle can have on children at school. With the training it is hoped that teachers will have a greater understanding of the Marine Corps culture, the mission of MCAS Yuma, and the various deployment cycles and how a parent’s deployment may affect the military child in his/her classroom. For more information, go to https://www.dvidshub.net/news/172545/todays-military-child-links-teachers-classroom 
MCX Super Star Student Awards Program
The Marine Corps Exchange (MCX) Super Star Student awards program is designed to encourage and reward the next generation of leaders from our military families. Including both traditionally schooled students as well as home schooled students, Super Star Student encourages study which improves students’ learning ability and knowledge. The program is available to students in grades 1 -12 who maintain a “B” average or better and includes home-schooled students.
Students simply present their report card and a valid Military ID to the customer service desk at the MCX to receive their reward. Students receive an MCX Gift Card. Scratch Off worth is up to $250. The program ends July 19, 2016. For more information, go to http://www.usmc-mccs.org/index.cfm/articles/mcx-super-star-student-awards-program/. 
DoDEA Artist 
The DoDEA Artist Spotlight is a monthly artwork challenge open to current DoDEA students and is held on the DoDEA Facebook fan page.  Students are encouraged to submit a work of art, including photographs, digital artwork, 2D artwork, or 3D artwork that relates to DoDEA’s monthly theme. The artwork will be displayed in a Facebook album and Facebook members will have the opportunity to vote on their favorite image by selecting the Facebook "Like" button. The image with the most Facebook likes is announced as the favorite at the end of the challenge and showcased on both the DoDEA website and the DoDEA Facebook fan page. For more information, click here.
UPCOMING EVENTS
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Veterans and Military Families’ Web Page
The U. S. Department of Education’s Veterans and Military Families’ web page will soon feature a new look and be found under a new link. For more information, please contact Maureen Dowling of the Military Affairs Team at maureen.dowling@ed.gov.
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Contacts: Cynthia Hearn Dorfman, advisor; Carrie Jasper, writer and editor; and Kathy Facon, Jennifer Dailey-Perkins, Natalia Thaniel, Maureen Dowling, Gary Jones, Brian Thompson, Debra Jennings, and Heather Hebdon, contributors. 
To subscribe, unsubscribe or comment on this newsletter, please contact MilitaryContacts@ed.gov. 

Touching Base can be found online at: http://www2.ed.gov/news/newsletters/touchingbase/index.html.
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