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“On this most American of holidays we remember that all  who serve here at home and overseas represent what today is all about and we remember that their families serve, too. We are so grateful for their service and for their sacrifice." 

—President Barack Obama, the White House July 4, 2014
____________________________________________________________________________________

SIGNIFICANT DEPARTMENT MESSAGES
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Back to School message from the First Lady

The First Lady of the United States Michelle Obama made a welcome back to school (BTS) video for all DoD-impacted students, staff, faculty and parents.
The video was produced by the White House communication team and released to DoDEA for further distribution.  To view, visit 

http://www.dodea.edu/ or at https://youtu.be/Sx--5zSng-g.
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Back to School Message from Secretary Duncan 

Start Now, to Start the School Year Right
Working together, parents and children can help make sure the new school year is filled with progress, achievement and the wonder of learning. Here are some things you can do now, and in the weeks ahead:

· Start adjusting early. 

· Brush up on skills and complete any summer assignments.

· Make a back-to-school to-do list, and start checking off tasks.

· Plan a learning adventure.

· Help to beautify your school.

· Make space for study and creativity.

· Get connected and stay in touch.

· Set some clear, achievable goals for the year.

· Talk about what to expect and focus on skills for life.

Let’s make it a year worth celebrating for every child.
2015 Back-to-School Bus Tour!

Students across the country are heading back to school, which means it’s also time for ED’s annual Back-to-School Bus Tour! This is the sixth back-to-school bus tour for Secretary Duncan.

The Secretary and senior ED officials will visit states in the Midwest September 14-18. Throughout the tour,

Secretary Duncan will showcase investments the Department has made in each state and discuss initiatives aimed at improving student outcomes.

The states and tour updates can be found at www.ed.gov. 
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Back To School Message from Dr. Marsh
Dr. Emily Marsh, Acting Director of DoDEA’s Americas schools, welcomes students, teachers, school staff members, and administrators back to school. She also shares with parents what they can do to ensure the success of each and every child. To hear the complete message, visit https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YJ65GKoB6jI.

UPCOMING EVENTS
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ParentCamp
The U.S. Department of Education will host its first ParentCamp October 26, 2015. The ParentCamp will be held at the U.S. Department of Education, 400 Maryland Avenue S.W. in Washington D.C. ParentCamp participants will be brought together to talk about the things that matter most to them. For more details about ParentCamp and to register, go to http://parentcampusa.weebly.com/. 
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Veterans and Military Families’ Web Page
The U. S. Department of Education’s Veterans and Military Families web page will soon feature a new look and be found under a new link. For more information, please contact Maureen Dowling of the Military Affairs Team at maureen.dowling@ed.gov.
SPOTLIGHT
2015 Pete Taylor Partnership of Excellence Award
The Military Child Education Coalition (MCEC) presented Wiesbaden Middle School and South Carolina/Fort Stewart/Cuba School District with the 2015 Pete Taylor Partnership of Excellence Award. The award recognizes successful partnerships and projects that benefit military-connected children.  Wiesbaden Middle School won in the category for outstanding individual project.  It was a year-long project based on STEM. Partnering with the U.S. Corp of Engineers- European Division children worked with a pollinating garden, vegetable garden, and flowering garden integrating all content areas. South Carolina/Fort Stewart/Cuba School District won in the category for outstanding partnership. They had several partnerships;two of which were the Commissary and the 282nd Army Band.  To learn more, visit https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=luQ36wRqURw. 

The Military Child Education Coalition established The Pete Taylor Partnership of Excellence Award in recognition of Gen. Taylor's dedication and work toward assisting military children. The award is given at MCEC’s annual conference. Lt. Gen. (Ret.) Pete Taylor played an important role in the establishment of partnerships between military installations and school districts serving military-connected children. 
DoDEA's 2016 Teacher of the Year 

DoDEA's 2016 Teacher of the Year is Mary Hansen from Crossroads Elementary School on Marine Corps Base Quantico, Virginia. Mary Hansen is the 4-5th grade Science, Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM) teacher and instructional coach at the new Crossroads Elementary School. She has 20 years of teaching experience with 16 of those years in DoDEA. To view the video, visit https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dbNGlSXKs_A.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
DoDEA offers a Virtual High School (DVHS)

As part of Department of Defense Education Activity's (DoDEA) mission to provide exemplary educational programs that inspire and prepare students for success in a global environment, DoDEA offers a Virtual High School (DVHS).  DVHS offers over 70 online courses to students in DoDEA secondary schools to meet the academic and career-oriented goals of DoDEA eligible students. Online courses are provided to supplement current DoDEA classes and to help DoDEA middle and high school students achieve academic and career goals. Course offerings, including Advanced Placement courses, are designed to address all DoDEA graduation requirements.

More information about the program can be found at http://www.dodea.edu/dvhs. For specific questions contact the DVHS principal's e-mail box at VS.Principal@hg.dodea.edu. 
Essay Youth Challenge: The Medal of Honor Recipient
Essay Youth Challenge students will research, write, and report what they have learned about a true American Hero: The Medal of Honor Recipient. 
The charter of the Medal of Honor Society, established in 1958 is to foster patriotism and inspire and stimulate our youth to become worthy citizens of our country.

Each youth will prepare an essay with their research results in either written form or a short movie presentation. The short movie presentation may include the use of the IPAD or other video format, but must be performed by the author of the essay. The presenter may also use props and dress to help deliver their presentation. The CHALLENGE closes November 10, 2015. For more information, visit http://www.mohbowl.com/challenge/. 

DoDEA Artist 
The DoDEA Artist Spotlight is a monthly artwork challenge open to current DoDEA students and is held on the DoDEA Facebook fan page. Students are encouraged to submit a work of art, including photographs, digital artwork, 2D artwork, or 3D artwork that relates to DoDEA’s monthly theme. The artwork will be displayed in a Facebook album and Facebook members will have the opportunity to vote on their favorite image by selecting the Facebook "Like" button. The image with the most Facebook likes is announced as the favorite at the end of the challenge and showcased on both the DoDEA website and the DoDEA Facebook fan page. For more information, click here.
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Talk, Read, and Sing Together Every Day!

Tip Sheets for Families, Caregivers and Early Learning Educators
Research has found that providing children from birth to five with consistent, language-rich experiences –talking, reading, and singing – can have important benefits on their brain development and future school success.

The U.S. Departments of Education and Health and Human Services, in partnership with Too Small to Fail, have created the "Talk, Read, and Sing Together Every Day" tip sheets. These resources can help enrich a child's early language experiences by providing research-based tips for talking, reading, and singing with young children every day beginning from birth. 

All tip sheets are available in English and Spanish, and can be downloaded for free.

To learn more and see the list of resources, click here.

RESOURCES
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Tools for Students

Kids.gov is the U.S. government's official web portal for children. There children may learn and play in a safe place. For the month of September, children and parents can get ready to return to school, prepare healthy lunches, and learn how to write book reports. Access more Back to School Tips. Watch videos on exercise and healthy summer meals. Order specific publications from the USA.gov site.

Take Your Kids to a Park

To help engage and create the next generation of park visitors, several federal agencies have partnered to make sure every child across the country has the opportunity to experience America's public lands and waters in person throughout the 2015-2016 school year. A

 HYPERLINK "http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTUwNjI1LjQ2NDU4ODQxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE1MDYyNS40NjQ1ODg0MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MzY4NTQ3JmVtYWlsaWQ9Y2FycmllLmphc3BlckBlZC5nb3YmdXNlcmlkPWNhcnJpZS5qYXNwZXJAZWQuZ292JmZsPSZleHRyYT1NdWx0aXZhcmlhdGVJZD0mJiY=&&&132&&&http://www.doi.gov//everykid/index.cfm" ccess an Every Kid in a Park pass to get free access to national parks, national forests, national wildlife refuges, and more.
Education Matters
The Center for Faith-based and Neighborhood Partnerships has a monthly bulletin called Education Matters that highlights key information and issues around education. The information shared contributes to creating a culture of education excellence in various communities. It can be accessed under the ‘Resource’ tab. For any questions or follow-up, contact the Center for Faith-based and Neighborhood Partnerships directly at 202- 453-6340.
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Looping EOP Planning into Summer and Fall Professional Development Activities

Planning staff professional development opportunities for summer and early fall? Consider the REMS TA Center's FREE Trainings by Request (TBRs) for developing or enhancing your school's Emergency Operations Plan (EOP). REMS TA Center offers a variety of trainings for delivery on-site at your school, school district, or institution of higher education (IHE). The REMS TA Center will provide training materials, as well as one or more expert trainers and REMS TA Center staff support for the event hosted at your site. All of these services are provided at no cost to the school, school district, or IHE.

REMS TA Center’s Train-the-Educator (TtE) and Train-the-Trainer (TtT) TBR formats provide opportunities to refresh your skills, increase staff preparedness, and train future trainers who will serve on your school's emergency planning team. REMS TA Center’s staff is available to provide on-site training on several topics. For a list and to learn more visit Trainings by Request web page.

__________________________________________________________________________

Contacts: Cynthia Hearn Dorfman, advisor; Carrie Jasper, writer and editor; and Kathy Facon, Jennifer Dailey-Perkins, Natalia Thaniel, Maureen Dowling, Gary Jones, Brian Thompson, Linda Dennis, Patricia A. Riley, Arlene Hernandez, and Melissa Apostolides, contributors. 
To subscribe, unsubscribe or comment on this newsletter, please contact MilitaryContacts@ed.gov. 

Touching Base can be found online at: http://www2.ed.gov/news/newsletters/touchingbase/index.html.
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