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“On this most American of holidays we remember that all  who serve here at home and overseas represent what today is all about and we remember that their families serve, too. We are so grateful for their service and for their sacrifice." 

—President Barack Obama, the White House July 4, 2014
____________________________________________________________________________________

SIGNIFICANT DEPARTMENT MESSAGES


U.S. Department of Education Joins Key Partners to Release Parent Checklist to Help Children Thrive at School

As America’s 54 million students prepare to return to school this fall, the U.S. Department of Education, America Achieves, National Council of La Raza (NCLR), National PTA and the United Negro College Fund (UNCF) released a parent checklist July 17 with questions and resources that parents and caregivers can use to help ensure their children are getting the education they deserve. The checklist suggests key questions, tips for educational success and resources for more information.

The checklist follows the set of rights that the Department recently released outlining what families should be able to expect for their children's education. The checklist and the set of rights build on the Education Department’s work to reach out to parents—from tools that can help families and students select the best colleges for their needs to support of Parent Training and Information Centers and Resource Centers. For more information and resources for parents visit the Family and Community Engagement page at http://www.ed.gov/family-and-community-engagement. 

RECENT EVENTS
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The Oldest Living Veteran Meets the President
On July 17, President Obama invited 110-year-old Emma Didlake -- believed to be the country's oldest living veteran -- to the Oval Office. Emma Didlake was a 38-year-old wife and mother when she decided to join the military. In 1943, she signed up for the Women’s Auxiliary Corp (WAC) and served as an Army private and driver for almost a year during World War II.

Her decorations from her time in the service include the Women’s Army Corps Service Medal, American Campaign Medal, and World War II Victory Medal. To read more about Emma Didlake and see photos, click here. 
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Jill Biden to Promote Education, Military Families in Asia
Dr. Jill Biden promoted girls' education and vowed continued support of military families during a July 16-22 tour of four Asian countries - South Korea, Vietnam, Japan, and Laos.
Dr. Biden stopped in Japan July 22-23 to participate in events tied to her "Joining Forces" initiative to support service members, veterans and their families.
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DoDEA and ED in Collaborative Session at National Training Institute Seminar

In Washington D. C., on July 30-31, at the 17th Military Child Education Coalition (MCEC) National Training Seminar DoDEA and ED held a collaborative session titled, Federal Collaborations with Stakeholders in Military Child, which provided attendees with information on current issues relevant to military-connected children. Brian Thompson of the U.S. Department of Education’s Military Affairs Team co-facilitated the panel with Department of Defense Education Activity (DoDEA) Chief of Educational Partnerships, Kathy Facon. 
Over 700 attendees consisting of researchers, practitioners, school liaison officers, educators, parents, students, board members and administrators had the opportunity to engage senior military and education leaders including Secretary of Defense Ashton B. Carter, Thomas M. Brady, Director of DODEA, and Dr. Ken Ginsberg of Philadelphia’s Children’s Hospital.  
To read about what occurred at the MCEC National Training Seminar, click here.
UPCOMING EVENTS
Veterans and Military Families’ Web Page
The U. S. Department of Education’s Veterans and Military Families’ web page will soon feature a new look and be found under a new link. For more information, please contact Maureen Dowling of the Military Affairs Team at maureen.dowling@ed.gov.
ParentCamp                                 
The U. S. Department of Education plans to host its first ParentCamp in October 2015. 

ParentCamp has topics created by parents for parents. Parents are encouraged to have discussions and hands-on essions. ParentCamp is built on the principles of connecting and participating while learning. 

ParentCamp strives to bring parents together to talk about the things that matter most to them. Educators are welcomed to come as well. More details about the Parent Camp will follow in the months ahead. Please go to the website http://www.ed.gov/family-and-community-engagement for more information.

SPOTLIGHT

Veterans Help 8,000 Chicago Students Get To School Safely Each Day
Leave No Veteran Behind (LNVB), a nonprofit founded in 2011, deploys vets through their Safe Passage Program to monitor unsafe Chicago neighborhoods as students walk to school. Through the Safe Passage Program more than 400 veterans participate in getting over 8,000 Chicago Public School students to school safely every day. Their presence has also been a factor in a significant drop in levels of violence in the areas they serve. 
ANNOUNCEMENTS
CONTINUE THE NATIONAL LITERACY ACTION

#READWHEREYOUARE

The White House and the U.S. Department of Education launched a day of action to raise awareness about the importance of reading where you are over the remaining days and weeks of summer before school starts.

Reading over the summer makes a difference during the school year. When students are able to keep reading, they can keep learning, catch up, stay sharp and are more prepared when the new school year begins.

These last few weeks of summer are the perfect time to help all young people, from the earliest readers, to high school students, to strive to read more - wherever they are. Read at home, on the bus, at a park, at camp, in the woods, on the beach, at the barbershop, on the train, and of course at the library!

Keeping young minds sharp and ready for back to school can happen anywhere.

To learn more about #ReadWhereYouAre, visit www.ed.gov/readwhereyouare.

The Presidential Awards for Excellence in Mathematics and Science Teaching (PAEMST)

President Obama named 108 mathematics and science teachers as recipients of the prestigious Presidential Award for Excellence in Mathematics and Science Teaching. Among them were two Department of Defense Education Activity (DoDEA) teachers: Ryan Goodfellow, a mathematics and science teacher at Vilseck American High School in Germany; and Jennifer Wilson, a mathematics teacher at Andersen Middle School in Guam. 

The Presidential Awards for Excellence in Mathematics and Science Teaching are awarded annually to outstanding K-12 science and mathematics teachers from across the country. The winners are selected by a panel of distinguished scientists, mathematicians, and educators following an initial state level selection process. For more information, click here.
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Special Collections Library Opened Exhibit, “Schooling with Uncle Sam” 

The Albuquerque/Bernalillo County Library’s Special Collections Library is the venue for an exhibition, “Schooling with Uncle Sam.” The exhibit focuses on the history of the 181 schools for military dependents located in the U.S. and throughout the world telling the story of schools and students on military bases around the world. 
The exhibit is presented by The Museum of the American Military Family and Learning Center (MAMF), whose mission it is to collect and preserve the stories, experiences, documents, photos, and artifacts of the mothers and fathers, sons and daughters, spouses, siblings, and others who have loved and supported a member of America’s military services from Revolutionary War times to modern times. 
The exhibit is free to the public.  For more information, click here.
DoDEA Artist 
The DoDEA Artist Spotlight is a monthly artwork challenge open to current DoDEA students and is held on the DoDEA Facebook fan page. Students are encouraged to submit a work of art, including photographs, digital artwork, 2D artwork, or 3D artwork that relates to DoDEA’s monthly theme. The artwork will be displayed in a Facebook album and Facebook members will have the opportunity to vote on their favorite image by selecting the Facebook "Like" button. The image with the most Facebook likes is announced as the favorite at the end of the challenge and showcased on both the DoDEA website and the DoDEA Facebook fan page. For more information, click here.
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Contacts: Cynthia Hearn Dorfman, advisor; Carrie Jasper, writer and editor; and Kathy Facon, Jennifer Dailey-Perkins, Natalia Thaniel, Maureen Dowling, Gary Jones, Brian Thompson, and David Johns, contributors. 
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