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“From the very beginning, Michelle and I both knew the American people would come out in full force. But I think it is safe to say we have been overwhelmed by the support shown for our service members, our veterans and their families." 

—Dr. Jill Biden, interview with Lylah Alphonse of U.S. News and World Report, November 11, 2014
____________________________________________________________________________________

SIGNIFICANT DEPARTMENT MESSAGES
U.S. Education Secretary Arne Duncan Encourages Family Engagement and Announces a Set of Rights for High-Quality Education for Children

On June 26, during a speech to the 2015 National Parent Teacher Association Convention and Expo in Charlotte, North Carolina, Secretary Arne Duncan announced work by the Education Department that complements outreach to parents—from the Dual Capacity-Building Framework for Family-School Partnerships, to tools that can help families and students select the best colleges for their needs, to support of Parent Training and Information Centers and Resource Centers and a set of rights for children’s education.  

The Secretary also stated that parents are critical assets in education. He spoke of a 15-year study by Dr. Tony Bryk and his team in Chicago public schools where he discovered five features of a school that determine whether or not learning can thrive.  The five features are:  

· a clear vision for instruction; 
· a staff with the capacity to see that vision through; 
· a student-centered learning environment; 
· skilled leadership; and 
· active and engaged parents. 
Schools that contained all five features at once were 10 times more likely to improve than schools that didn’t.  Dr. Bryk also identified a “special sauce” that emerged whenever you mixed all five features together thoroughly: a deep wellspring of trust between parents and educators. For more information go to http://www.ed.gov/parent-and-family-engagement;  http://www.ed.gov/news/press-releases/us-education-secretary-arne-duncan-announces-set-rights-help-parents-seek-high-quality-education-their-children ; and  

http://www.ed.gov/blog/2015/06/the-critical-voice-of-parents-in-education-2/.
FACT SHEET: PROTECTING STUDENTS FROM ABUSIVE CAREER COLLEGES 



Over the past six years, the Education Department has taken unprecedented steps to hold career colleges accountable for giving students what they deserve: a high-quality, affordable education that prepares them for their careers. The Department established tougher regulations targeting misleading claims by colleges and incentives that drove sales people to enroll students through dubious promises. The Department has cracked down on bad actors through investigations and enforcement actions. The Department also issued “gainful employment” regulations, which will help ensure that students at career colleges do not end up with debt they cannot repay. The Department will continue to hold institutions accountable in order to improve the value of their programs, protect students from abusive colleges, and safeguard the interests of taxpayers.

The Education Department recently announced new steps in this work, particularly to address the concerns of students who attended schools owned by Corinthian Colleges Inc. To view those steps and read more, go to https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/about/announcements/corinthian.

RECENT EVENTS
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The President Awards the Medal of Honor to Sergeant William Shemin and Private Henry Johnson

In a ceremony held at the White House on June 2, President Obama awarded the Medal of Honor posthumously to Army Sergeant William Shemin and Army Private Henry Johnson for conspicuous gallantry during World War I .Sergeant Shemin entered the Army on October 2, 1917. He was assigned as a rifleman to Company G, 47th Infantry Regiment, which moved from Syracuse, New York to Camp Greene, North Carolina, joining the 4th Infantry Division. The Division arrived in France in May, 1918.

Private Johnson entered the Army on June 5, 1917. He was assigned to Company C, 15th New York (Colored) Infantry Regiment, an all-black National Guard unit that would later become the 369th Infantry Regiment. The Regiment was ordered into battle in 1918, and Private Johnson and his unit were brigaded with a French Army colonial unit in front-line combat.

--

For more information about the ceremony, to read the president’s remarks and to view photographs, go to https://www.whitehouse.gov/blog/2015/06/02/see-5-photos-todays-medal-honor-ceremony and https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2015/06/02/remarks-president-presentation-medal-honor . 
UPCOMING EVENTS
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DoDEA and ED in Collaborative Session at National Training Institute Seminar

In a collaborative effort to support military families and veterans, the DoDEA and the U.S. Department of Education will present information on current issues relevant to military-connected children at the 17th Military Child Education Coalition (MCEC) National Training Seminar on July 30-31st in Washington D.C.  Over 700 attendees will be given the opportunity to engage senior military and education leaders at the event.  Click here to learn more about the seminar. 

SPOTLIGHT
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2015 U. S. Department of Education Green Ribbon School
Two U.S. military schools are being honored by the U.S. Department of Education for their efforts “to go green.”  This is the first year that a DODEA school has earned the award since the federal initiative was launched in 2011.
Principals from DoDEA’s Wiesbaden Middle School and Murray Elementary School accepted their 2015 Green Ribbon Awards in Washington D.C. For more information go to http://www.stripes.com/news/2-dodea-schools-earn-system-s-first-ribbons-for-green-efforts-1.343093 
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DoDEA Pacific Teams Win State in 2015 eCYBERMISSION Competition
Three Department of Defense Education Activity Pacific school teams became state-level winners in the 2015 eCybermission competition sponsored by the U.S. Army Educational Outreach Program. In the seventh grade category Kadena Middle School Team Island Beauties placed first and the Science Turtles from Osan Middle School placed second.  The CR32PRO2 Team from McCool Elementary/Middle School placed first in the sixth-grade category for the U.S. Territory of Guam. For more information go to http://korea.stripes.com/education/three-dodea-pacific-teams-win-state-2015-ecybermission-competition. 
Making History Through Science

Lester Middle School eighth-grade student Chris Elliott’s essay “Reducing Heat-Related Illnesses” earned runner-up National Honors for the Junior Division in the 2015 DuPont Challenge Science Essay Competition.
Three other Lester MS eighth-grade students earned honorable mention awards for their essays: Kristina Cala for "Testing Food for Allergens," Arron Chavez for "Wearable Mini-Maps Worn On The Wrist," and Brian Lawler for "Chemical Packets and Fire Prevention."
For more information go to http://www.dodea.edu/Pacific/newsroom/pressreleases/DoDEA-scholars-at-Lester-Middle-School-make-history-through-science.cfm.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Joint Service Air Show

Come to the Joint Service Open House Event (Air Show).
Date: September 18-19 2015

Place: Andrews Air Force Base, Camp Springs Maryland

Time: 0900 – 1800 hrs.

Education/Job Fair Event

Veterans completing higher education goals or interested in obtaining a job please attend the Education/Job Fair.
Date: August 13, 2015

Place: Andrews Air Force Base Education Office

Time: 1000hrs – 1400hrs

For more information about the job fair call (301) 981-6377. 
Veterans, who are interested in pursuing employment opportunities in the state of Maryland, go to the Maryland Department of Veterans Affairs web site: mdveteransinfo@marylanddepartmentofveteransaffairs.ccsend.com.
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Contacts: Cynthia Hearn Dorfman, advisor; Carrie Jasper, writer and editor; and Kathy Facon, Jennifer Dailey-Perkins, Natalia Thaniel, Maureen Dowling, Gary Jones, Brian Thompson, and James Copeland, contributors. 
To subscribe, unsubscribe or comment on this newsletter, please contact MilitaryContacts@ed.gov. 

Touching Base can be found online at: http://www2.ed.gov/news/newsletters/touchingbase/index.html.
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