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“Thank you for all that you do for your selflessness and for your sacrifice on behalf of this country." 

—Dr. Jill Biden, Mother's Day Tea for Military Spouses, White House, May 8, 2015

____________________________________________________________________________________

SIGNIFICANT DEPARTMENT MESSAGES
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2015 Building a Grad Nation Report

Below is a statement from U.S. Secretary of Education Arne Duncan on our nation’s graduation rate.

“More young people are graduating from high school today than ever before—and gaps in graduation rates are closing—even as standards are rising. The credit for these gains goes to educators, students, parents and community partners. Yet we know that, in today’s knowledge-based economy, a high school diploma isn’t enough. So while we should be encouraged by projections like the one in this year’s Grad Nation report, we know that more hard work remains to truly prepare all—not just some—students for success in college, careers and life. Education must be the equalizer that can help overcome the odds stacked against too many of our students.” 

The Building a Grad Nation report is released annually by the Alliance for Excellent Education, America’s Promise Alliance, Civic Enterprises, and the Everyone Graduates Center at Johns Hopkins University. For more information about the 2015 report, go to www.GradNation.org/GradReport.

RECENT EVENTS
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The White House Celebrates Military Spouse Appreciation Day

To celebrate Military Spouse Appreciation Day and an early Mother's Day, First Lady Michelle Obama and Dr. Jill Biden invited military-connected moms to the White House on May 8 for their annual Mother’s Day Tea. These mothers, grandmothers, and their guests enjoyed sandwiches, cupcakes, and shortbreads with a selection of teas and juices. Kids came, too, to make Mother’s Day gifts of petal potpourri, lace-topped cupcakes, and even potted-flower cakes. The First Lady and Dr. Biden greeted the spouses, thanked all military-connected moms, and recognized their service. For details of the celebration go to https://www.whitehouse.gov/blog/2015/05/09/first-lady-dr-biden-and-ben-folds-celebrate-military-connected-moms. 
UPCOMING EVENTS
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DoDEA and ED in Collaborative Session at National Training Institute Seminar

In a collaborative effort to support military families and veterans, the DoDEA and the U.S. Department of Education will present information on current issues relevant to military-connected children at the 17th Military Child Education Coalition (MCEC) National Training Seminar on July 30-31st in Washington D.C.  Over 700 attendees will be given the opportunity to engage senior military and education leaders at the event.  Click here to learn more about the seminar. 

SPOTLIGHT

Center Combines Academic with Social-Emotional Learning 

A three-year-old alternative education program in the Oceanside Unified School District (OUSD) is demonstrating how to meet both the academic and social-emotional needs of students who have struggled in regular high schools and put them back on a successful path.

The Alternative Learning Center (ALC) opened to provide schools a better option than expelling students with behavior issues and moving students out of traditional schools. Students also receive individual and group counseling and have opportunities for internships to be able to develop college and career readiness skills. Since the program began, almost 450 days of out-of-school suspension have been avoided. The program has been so successful that Perez has been invited to speak at several conferences and schools. The model is being implemented both in and outside of OUSD.  To learn more about the program visit: http://buildingcapacity.usc.edu/newsletters/.
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DoD Joins Forces to Invest in STEM Education

From cell phones to household computers,  Technology keeps the world connected. The Department of Defense (DoD) is making an investment to ensure military children have access to STEM education with the expansion of the National Math and Science Initiative (NMSI) College Readiness Program.

Teachers and military students gathered at the vice president’s home in Washington, DC, for the launch of the expanded program in partnership with the 

Joining Forces program started by First Lady Michelle Obama and Dr. Jill Biden.Vice President Joe Biden thanked NMSI supporters for the work they’re doing to expand the College Readiness Program to prevent the children of active duty military from falling behind in their education.

Vice President Joe Biden thanked NMSI supporters for the work they’re doing to expand the College Readiness Program to prevent the children of active duty military from falling behind in their education.

NMSI’s program broadens student access to and achievement in rigorous Advanced Placement courses in math, science and English, which DoD says is vital to its mission. For more information about the program visit the following web sites  http://science.dodlive.mil/2015/04/28/dod-joins-forces-to-invest-in-stem-education/, https://www.whitehouse.gov/blog/2015/04/27/message-space, or https://www.whitehouse.gov/blog/2015/05/14/kids-serve-too or contact Tara S. Marathe, Director of Communications, at tmarathe@nms.org.
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ANNOUNCEMENT

Applications for New Awards; Centers of Excellence for Veteran Student Success 

On April 24 the FY 2015 grant competition for Centers of Excellence for Veteran Student Success (CEVSS) opened. 

The purpose of Centers of Excellence for Veteran Student Success (CEVSS) program is to encourage institutions of higher education (IHEs) to develop model programs to support veteran student success in postsecondary education by coordinating services to address the academic, financial, physical, and social needs of veteran students.

Applications Available:  April 24, 2015

Deadline for Transmittal of Applications:  June 23, 2015

Estimated Available Funds:  $4,950,000

Estimated Range of Awards:  $250,000 to $500,000 

Estimated Average Size of Awards:  $330,000

Estimated Number of Awards:  15

Project Period:  36 months

Eligible Applicants:  Institutions of Higher Education (IHEs) 

Links to the Federal Register notice and the application package are provided on the CEVSS website, http://www2.ed.gov/programs/cevss/index.html. The application package is available at:  www.grants.gov. If you have further questions, please feel free to contact Kelly.Harris@ed.gov or call 202-219-7083.

________________________________________________

Contacts: Cynthia Hearn Dorfman, advisor; Carrie Jasper, writer and editor; and Kathy Facon, Jennifer Dailey-Perkins, Natalia Thaniel, Maureen Dowling, Gary Jones, Brian Thompson, Yolanda R. Harrington, Tara Marathe, and Kelly Harris, contributors. 
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To subscribe, unsubscribe or comment on this newsletter, please contact MilitaryContacts@ed.gov. 

Touching Base can be found online at: http://www2.ed.gov/news/newsletters/touchingbase/index.html.
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