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It’s a great idea for every American, every day, ... (when) you see a service member-- … just go up and say, ‘Thanks, we appreciate it.’" 

—President Barack Obama and First Lady Michelle Obama , Joint  Interview  with Robin Roberts, Old Family Dining Room, White House, Nov 19, 2014

SIGNIFICANT DEPARTMENT MESSAGES
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A Bipartisan Proposal to Fix No Child Left Behind: A Good First Step; Further to Go 

Senators Lamar Alexander (R-TN) and Patty Murray (D-WA), the Chair and Ranking Member of the Senate education committee, announced an agreement to begin a bipartisan process of fixing the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA), also known as No Child Left Behind (NCLB). The committee will consider the proposed bill in the weeks to come. This agreement, however, is just a beginning. As Secretary Duncan detailed in a speech on April 9th at the Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial Library in Washington, D.C.  there is  work ahead if a bill is to be delivered that would fulfill the historic mission of this law. He also stated that ESEA must continue this nation’s vital progress in closing gaps for vulnerable students. In that effort, there is more yet to do. 
Read what the Secretary had to say after Senate mark-up during the week of April 13th: http://www.ed.gov/news/press-releases/statement-us-secretary-education-arne-duncan-senate-help-committees-markup-no-child-left-behind-act 
To read more about ESEA, go to: http://www.ed.gov/blog/2015/04/a-bipartisan-proposal-to-fix-no-child-left-behind-a-good-first-step-further-to-go/.    
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Cover Girls

The May 2015 issue of Glamour magazine will feature First Lady Michelle Obama, Kerry Washington and Sarah Jessica Parker. As the cover story, the three are teaming up “to spread a crucial message: This Memorial Day, America’s servicewomen, veterans and military wives — courageous women — need our help.” Mrs. Obama told Glamour, “We have to develop a culture of open arms and acceptance” so service members feel comfortable asking for help. To hear the entire interview, go to http://www.glamour.com/inspired/2015/04/michelle-obama-sarah-jessica-parker-kerry-washington-glamour-cover-may-2015. 
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DoDEA Schools Receive Recognition as U.S. Department of Education Green Ribbon Schools!

U.S. Secretary of Education Arne Duncan was joined by Managing Director of the White House Council on Environmental Quality Christy Goldfuss on April 22 to announce the 2015 U.S. Department of Education Green Ribbon Schools award honorees. Fifty-eight schools, 14 districts, and nine postsecondary institutions were honored for their promising efforts to reduce environmental impact and utility costs, promote better health, and ensure effective environmental education. Among those honored were two Department of Defense Education Activity schools, Charles P. Murray Elementary School in Fort Stewart, GA and Wiesbaden Middle School in
Wiesbaden, Hainerberg, Germany. The list of all selected schools, districts, colleges, and universities, as well as their nomination packages, can be found here. A report with highlights on the 81 honorees can be found here.

More information on the federal recognition award can be found here. Resources for all schools to move toward the three Pillars can be found here.    
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DoDEA and ED in Collaborative Session at National Training Institute Seminar

In a collaborative effort to support military families and veterans, the DoDEA and the U.S. Department of Education will present information on current issues relevant to military-connected children at the 17th Military Child Education Coalition (MCEC) National Training Seminar on July 30-31st in Washington D.C.  Over 700 attendees will be  given the opportunity to engage senior military and education leaders at the event.  Click here to learn more about the seminar. 
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Supporting Military Children through School Transitions™: Foundations known as TCI 1
The Military Child Education Coalition is hosting Supporting Military Children through School Transitions™: Foundations. Known as TCI 1 training, this event is sponsored by the U. S. Navy at no cost to participants. It will be held in Niantic, CT on May 12-13, 2015. Go to www.militarychild.org/training to register! 

For more information about this training, other professional development opportunities, or learner support, please contact Joe Clever at 254-953-1923 x 1110 or Joe.clever@militarychild.org.

SPOTLIGHT
[image: image7.png]



DoDEA Students Seeing Green
W.T. Sampson students tour Guantanamo Bay Solar Farm to raise awareness of the use of renewable energy in their local community. To learn more, go to http://www.dodea.edu/newsroom/multimedia/MediaPlayer.cfm?videoID=9DDE61F8-9C1A-BA51-CBD5A6199B61E961. 
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Whatever Floats Your Boat

A S.T.E.M. Project at M.C. Perry High School has students using Newton’s Law of Motion, along with cardboard and tape, to create a working watercraft. To learn more, go to http://www.dodea.edu/newsroom/multimedia/MediaPlayer.cfm?videoID=91E1D524-C2E7-5D74-BC8AD9530F0229BD.  

To see more DoDEA Highlights featured weekly, go to http://www.dodea.edu/newsroom/multimedia/Category.cfm?categoryID=4B06AD15-F194-A367-84B036C5D4E6EF2F.  
D.C. School Strives to Meet Needs of Military Families

Leckie Elementary School, a public school in Southwest Washington D.C., strives to meet the needs of military families.

Last year, school staff did a countdown every day with one 9-year-old boy until his mother came back from a deployment. Teachers post what’s going on in their classes on Facebook, so parents serving overseas can stay connected. And the school invites service members to visit often and talk to students about what they do.

On the horizon, D.C. leaders and base officials with the consensus of military families are speculating other options based on the needs of children whose school age are those of children who attend Leckie. They are working on opening a charter school at Bolling, starting with a middle school, and eventually a high school. The city would seek an operator experienced in dealing with military children and fund it the same as any other D.C. public charter school. For more information go to http://www.washingtonpost.com/lifestyle/magazine/homerooms-for-the-homefront/2015/04/03/0edd16b8-c40e-11e4-9271-610273846239_story.html. 

ANNOUNCEMENT

Applications for New Awards; Centers of Excellence for Veteran Student Success 

On April 24 the FY 2015 grant competition  for Centers of Excellence for Veteran Student Success (CEVSS) opened. Links to the Federal Register notice and the application package are provided below.

The purpose of Centers of Excellence for Veteran Student Success (CEVSS) program is to encourage institutions of higher education (IHEs) to develop model programs to support veteran student success in postsecondary education by coordinating services to address the academic, financial, physical, and social needs of veteran students.

Applications Available:  April 24, 2015

Deadline for Transmittal of Applications:  June 23, 2015

Estimated Available Funds:  $4,950,000

Estimated Range of Awards:  $250,000 to $500,000 

Estimated Average Size of Awards:  $330,000

Estimated Number of Awards:  15

Project Period:  36 months

Eligible Applicants:  Institutions of Higher Education (IHEs)  

For more information go to the CEVSS website, http://www2.ed.gov/programs/cevss/index.html. 
The application package is available at:  www.grants.gov. If you have further questions, please feel free to contact me directly at Kelly.Harris@ed.gov or 202-219-7083.
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