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“Veterans… they deserve our undying gratitude… May God bless all those who serve.”
· President Barack Obama, Weekly Address: Giving Veterans their Chance, Washington, D.C., Nov 14, 2015
____________________________________________________________________________________

SIGNIFICANT DEPARTMENT MESSAGES
Hopes for ESEA Reauthorization

House and Senate negotiators last week agreed to a legislative framework replacing the No Child Left Behind law. While some federal benchmarks for accountability will remain in place, the new compromise bill, the Every Student Succeeds Act, gives much more latitude to states and restricts ED from the ability to punish or reward them based on their progress. The final bill is still being drafted, but a House-Senate conference committee approved its framework.
Secretary Duncan Addresses Symposium on 40th Anniversary of Individuals with Disabilities Education Act

U.S. Secretary of Education Arne Duncan addressed an audience at a symposium recognizing the 40th anniversary of Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), a landmark civil rights law, which today provides the right to a free, appropriate public education to over 6 million children and youth with disabilities. The event took place Nov. 17 at the U.S. Department of Education.

SPOTLIGHT
FMA LIVE!

Forces in Motion (FMA) Live1 held two performances for students at Mahaffey and Wassom Middle Schools, Fort Campbell, KY.

FMA Live!’s Forces in Motion show is an interactive, traveling hip-hop concert that teaches Newton’s Universal Law of Gravity and Three Laws of Motion. Named after Newton’s Second Law of Motion [Force equals Mass times Acceleration], the show connects science and engineering to everyday life. The science education concert was created by Honeywell and NASA to inspire middle school students to explore science, technology, engineering and math (STEM) concepts and careers. The program addresses Forces and Motion learning objectives outlined by the Next Generation Science Education
Standards for students in grades 5-8. To learn more about FMA Live! visit https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1rcoTRvbya8#t=30, http://fmalive.honeywell.com/about/, http://www.dodea.edu/newsroom/multimedia/MediaPlayer.cfm?videoID=19756CB2-5056-BA21-064BDE54CE28A5B8 http://www.dodea.edu/Americas/Area-News.cfm?id=E5411BAB-5056-BA21-0693DE95380A5852 and 

http://wncn.com/2015/11/16/fayetteville-students-learn-about-science-during-live-event/ 

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Home Visits Linked to Higher Reading Scores 

On Dec 4, the U.S. Department of Education will hold a presentation about the impact home visits have had on chronic absenteeism and reading comprehension in D.C. Public Schools.  The event will be held at the U.S. Department of Education at 400 Maryland Avenue S.W. Washington D.C. in the Barnard auditorium from 2:00 pm to 3:30 pm. To attend, please email Parent@ed.gov typing in the Subject line Dec 4 presentation. The presentation will also be lived streamed at http://edstream.ed.gov/webcast/Play/0557e03fa6814dd5b1a8fd1a3798cba61d.
Annual National Title I Conference

January 28 – 30, 2016 the National Title I Association will be hosting its annual 
National Title I Conference at the George R. Brown Convention Center in Houston, TX. This year’s conference theme is Frontiers of Opportunity. Over 100 sessions will be offered that will cover three broad themes: instruction, leadership, and policy. Within these focus areas topics will cover the many challenges associated with demographic change, as well as family involvement and engagement, cultural understanding and support, and developing school-wide practices that ensure the success of every child. Additional information regarding registration and conference details is available online at https://www.titlei.org/conference
ParentCamp USA

ParentCamp USA is an ”unconference” which allows parents, educators, and students to come together to talk about the things that matter most to them. ParentCamp is always FREE and open to those within the community.  As promised, ParentCamps will be held around the country.  Below is a schedule of future ParentCamps:

Pennsylvania                     June 19       

Delaware                    January 23

New Jersey                  January 9

For information about these ParentCamps and others go to the website, http://www.parentcamp.org/.
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Tools for Students

For the month of December Family, School, and Community Engagement will provide a link, Kids.gov, to activities where children can learn new things, play games, and watch videos during the holidays.  Click here for children grades K-5. Click here for children in grades 6-8. To order publications, click here.
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Contacts: Cynthia Hearn Dorfman, advisor; Carrie Jasper, writer and editor; and Kathy Facon, Jennifer Dailey-Perkins, Maureen Dowling, Gary Jones, Brian Thompson, contributors. 
To subscribe, unsubscribe or comment on this newsletter, please contact MilitaryContacts@ed.gov. 

Touching Base can be found online at: http://www2.ed.gov/news/newsletters/touchingbase/index.html.
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Note: This document contains information about and from public and private entities and organizations for the reader’s information. Inclusion does not constitute an endorsement by the U.S. Department of Education of any entity or organization or the products or services offered or views expressed. This publication also contains hyperlinks and URLs created and maintained by outside organizations. They are provided for the reader’s convenience; however, the Department is not responsible for the accuracy of this information.
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To:  Our Subscribers 

From: the advisors, editor, designer, writers, contributors, photographers and staff 

We wish to thank you for your continued patronage and hope you have a Very Blessed, Safe, and Happy Holiday Season. 

Thank you for all you do for our country!!!!
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