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“You’re defined by your courage and redeemed by your loyalty. I can’t think of a more loyal group of Americans.”
· Vice President Biden, the Naval Observatory Residence, Washington, D.C., Oct. 19, 2015
____________________________________________________________________________________

SIGNIFICANT DEPARTMENT MESSAGES

U.S. Education Secretary Arne Duncan to Step Down at End of Year

U.S. Education Secretary Arne Duncan plans to step down from his Cabinet position by the end of the year. President Obama announced John B. King, Jr., who currently serves as the Senior Advisor Delegated Duties of Deputy Secretary of Education, will  replace Duncan. King is a Brooklyn native who often credits teachers with guiding him toward a successful path after he was orphaned at age 12. A former charter school leader in Boston and New York, he joined the Education Department in January 2015.  To learn more, go to https://connected.ed.gov/Pages/Arne-Announces-He-is-Stepping-Down;-John-King-to-Lead-ED.aspx
New! #RethinkDiscipline in Early Childhood Settings

On October 15, Assistant Secretary Michael Yudin convened a panel of national experts to participate in an  online discussion about the use of suspensions and expulsions in early childhood settings and local efforts to end the use of exclusionary discipline for young children. Assistant Secretary Yudin was joined by Walter Gilliam,  Director of the Edward Zigler Center in Child Development and Social Policy, Beth Mascitti-Miller, Chief Officer of Early Childhood Education, Chicago Public Schools, Myra Jones-Taylor,  Commissioner of Early Childhood, State of Connecticut, and Alison Pepper, Consultant for faith-based and secular early childhood education programs.  To view the discussion go to watch the discussion on: Google Hangout and  YouTube.

Every Student, Every Day: Obama Administration Launches First-ever National, Cross-Sector Initiative to Eliminate Chronic Absenteeism in Our Nation's Schools

In response to the President's call to action to improve the lives of all young people through the My Brother's Keeper Initiative (MBK), the Obama Administration launched Every Student, Every Day: A National Initiative to Address and Eliminate Chronic Absenteeism. U.S. Departments of Education (ED), Health and Human Services (HHS), Housing and Urban Development (HUD), and Justice (DOJ),  are working with the White House to combat chronic absenteeism in our nation’s schools. The Administration is calling on states and local communities across the country to join in taking immediate action to address and eliminate chronic absenteeism by at least 10 percent each year, beginning in the current school year (2015-16). A Community Toolkit is available to help in these efforts. Read more here. 
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ParentCamp USA
The U. S. Department of Education hosted its first ParentCamp USA on October 26, 2015. 
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Over 200 parents, educators and students came together to talk about the things that matter most to them. For information about ParentCamps and future ParentCamps being held in your region go to the website, http://www.parentcamp.org/. To

view the day’s events at ED, go to http://www.parentcamp.org/.  To read guest blogger and military spouse, Becky Harris’ review, go to 
http://blog.ed.gov/2015/11/parentcamp-usa-through-my-mom-of-2-military-connected-kids-lens/
RECENT EVENTS
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White House Astronomy Night 

The Administration has led efforts to improve opportunities for all students in science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM) education to inspire students to pursue careers in science, technology, and innovation-driven disciplines.  On October 19, the White House hosted an Astronomy Night. The event brought together scientists, engineers, and visionaries from astronomy and the space industry to share their experiences with students and teachers as they spent an evening stargazing from the South Lawn.  https://www.whitehouse.gov/blog/2015/08/21/white-house-astronomy-night-celebration-science-technology-and-space 
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The Vice President and Dr. Jill Biden Congratulate the 2015 USO Honorees

On Oct 19, the Vice President and Dr. Jill Biden welcomed the 2015 United Service Organization's (USO) Service Members of the Year, Volunteers of the Year, and their families to the Vice President’s Residence at the Naval Observatory to thank them for their heroism and unending service. 

The Vice President spoke about the honorees, describing how several had saved lives on the battlefield. He pointed out that there have been 2.7 million deployments since the attacks on 9/11 and that the USO has served our troops both in combat zones and after they come home.

For more information, visit https://www.whitehouse.gov/blog/2015/10/20/vice-president-and-dr-jill-biden-congratulate-2015-uso-honorees.  

SPOTLIGHT
Congratulations 2015 Blue Ribbon Schools

Three Department of Defense Education Activity Schools, Osan Middle School in Korea, Weisbaden Middle School in Germany and Bowley Elementary School at Fort Bragg, N.C. were recognized by U.S. Secretary of Education Arne Duncan as 2015 National Blue Ribbon Schools. The Blue Ribbon Schools Program annually recognizes approximately 300 public and private elementary, middle and high schools where students are performing at very high levels or where significant improvements are being made in student achievement levels.  For more information, go to http://www.dodea.edu/blueribbon/  and http://www.dodea.edu/newsroom/multimedia/MediaPlayer.cfm?videoID=A69FDC87-5056-BA21-06EA41968F17756F.

Parent University in Japan

Teachers and Administrators at the Sullivans School on Yokosuka Navy Base in Yokosuka, Japan, opened their first Parent University. Their first session was an informational briefing about DoDEA's Implementation of the new College and Career Ready curriculum standards adopted by DoDEA. Parent Universities are a community collaborative effort to help parents become full partners in their children’s education. Schools partner with community agencies and organizations to offer free courses, family events and activities that will equip families with new or additional skills, knowledge, resources and confidence.  For more information go to http://japan.stripes.com/base-info/sullivans-school-opens-parent-university and http://www.dodea.edu/newsroom/multimedia/MediaPlayer.cfm?videoID=A69FDC87-5056-BA21-06EA41968F17756F .

The Branch Military Parent Technical Assistance Center is Now Open for Business!
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The new Technical Assistance Center, Branch Military Parent Technical Assistance Center, (MPTAC) has now been launched!   Known as The Branch, the MPTAC is available to assist parent centers increase their visibility with and support for military families within their communities. The Branch is rapidly developing universal information and tools that will be useful for parent centers.
The Branch has --

• A dedicated website that contains resources and more are coming! New things will be going onto the site regularly. 

• Three dedicated staff to support parent centers across the country and families.  Check out who your state contact is here. 

• A map of the U. S. and its territories that links to the military installations in that region.  

• Resources in a library, including one-pagers organized by  topic areas, such as military courtesies, Exceptional Family Member Program, TRICARE (military insurance), permanent change of station, Department of Defense Educational Agency  schools, Early Intervention and Educational and Developmental Intervention Services (EDIS), Medicaid, and childcare. 
The Branch will also produce a quarterly e-newsletter that will include information from parent centers, military subject matter experts and resources.
For more information about MPTAC, go to www.branchta.org. Have questions and requests, contact MPTAC by calling 1-253-565-2266 or email vfarnsworth@wapave.org.
Click here to find the Parent Training and Information Center or Community Parent Resource Center serving your state and community.
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Veterans and Military Families’ Web Page
On October 15, the U. S. Department of Education’s Veterans and Military Families’ web page moved to the Office of Innovation and Improvement’s website.  The new location is http://innovation.ed.gov/what-we-do/military/. For more information, please contact Maureen Dowling of the Military Affairs Team at maureen.dowling@ed.gov.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Every Student, Every Day:

A Virtual Summit on Addressing and Eliminating Chronic Absence
The U.S. Department of Education, Attendance Works, Everybody Graduates Center and United Way Worldwide invite you to attend Every Student, Every Day: A Virtual Summit on Addressing and Eliminating Chronic Absence on Nov. 12, featuring two of the nation's premiere experts on absenteeism: Johns Hopkins researcher, Bob Balfanz and Attendance Works Director, Hedy Chang. The summit is hosted by the United Way Worldwide. To learn more about the summit on Nov. 12, click here. To register, click here.

Home Visits Linked to Higher Reading Scores 

On Dec 4, the U.S. Department of Education will hold a discussion about the impact home visits had on chronic absenteeism and reading comprehension in the D.C. Public Schools.  The event will be held at the U.S. Department of Education at 400 Maryland Avenue S.W. Washington D.C. in the Barnard auditorium from 2:00 pm to 3:30 pm. More information will be forthcoming.
__________________________________________________________________________

Contacts: Cynthia Hearn Dorfman, advisor; Carrie Jasper, writer and editor; and Kathy Facon, Jennifer Dailey-Perkins, Maureen Dowling, Gary Jones, Brian Thompson, Debra Jennings, Heather Hebdon, and Becky Harris contributors. 
To subscribe, unsubscribe or comment on this newsletter, please contact MilitaryContacts@ed.gov. 

Touching Base can be found online at: http://www2.ed.gov/news/newsletters/touchingbase/index.html.
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