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"The thing that’s special about the military, I think, is that we’re all a family.” 

                                                                                                                         - Dr. Biden, The Meredith Vieira Show, Jan. 6, 2015
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Let’s Get Every Kid in a Park

On Feb 19, President Obama, committed to giving every kid the chance to explore America’s great outdoors and unique history, launched Every Kid in a Park Initiative. The initiative calls on each of the agencies, Education, Interior, Agriculture, Army for Civil Works, and National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, to help get all children to visit and enjoy the outdoors and inspire a new generation of Americans to experience their country’s unrivaled public lands and waters. The President has also requested new funding in his FY 2016 Budget to support youth education programs and to support transportation for school outings to parks for students from low-income areas. Starting in September, every fourth-grader in the Nation will receive an “Every Kid in a Park” pass that’s good for free admission to all of America’s federal lands and waters -- for them and their families -- for a full year. 

The National Park Service is launching a revised education portal featuring more than 1,000 materials developed for K-12 teachers, including science labs, lesson plans, and field trip guides. 

For more information about the Initiative, go to http://www.whitehouse.gov/blog/2015/02/19/let-s-get-every-kid-park
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The Bidens and Master Sergeant Cedric King 

On January 6, Dr. Jill Biden and Master Sergeant Cedric King appeared on the Meredith Vieira Show to discuss the efforts by Joining Forces to support those who have sacrificed so much for their country. The two also shared what Master Sergeant Cedric King’s road to recovery has been like not only for him, but for his family, after he sustained life altering injuries.

For the past six years, Vice President Biden and Dr. Jill Biden have invited wounded warriors and their families, including the King family, to their home for cookouts, family dinners and other occasions. For more information about this event, go to http://www.whitehouse.gov/blog/2015/01/08/dr-jill-biden-and-master-sergeant-cedric-king-meredith-vieira-show. To view the full video of the Meredith Vieira show, Click here. 
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The Lincoln Awards: Stepping Up for Our Veterans and Military Families

During the week of January 6, the first-ever Lincoln Awards were presented, at the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts in Washington, D.C., to recognize individuals and organizations for their impactful contributions to, and continued support for, our nation’s veterans and military families. Nearly 150 years ago, during his second inaugural address, President Abraham Lincoln declared the nation’s pledge, “to care for him who shall have borne the battle, and for his widow, and for his orphan.” For more information about the Lincoln Awards go to http://thelincolnawards.org/about/ 

ED
8 Keys to Veterans’ Success

The Department of Education is doing its part in making sure that all student veterans achieve academic success in college and improve their future prospects for employment.  The 8 Keys to Veterans’ Success (8 Keys) highlight specific ways that colleges and universities can support veterans as they pursue their education and employment goals. In remarks to the American Legion National Convention in August 2014, President Obama declared that every school in America should join the 8 Keys. To learn more about this initiative, please visit the 8 Keys to Veterans’ Success registration site.
Spotlight

Scholastic Art and Writing Award Winners
In January of this year seventh grade students, Savannah Metzler and David Myer, from Shughart Middle School received Scholastic Art and Photography Awards for works they entered in the Eastern/Central North Carolina Competition. Both received a Gold Key Award for Photography, the competition's highest award. To read more, visit http://www.dodea.edu/Americas/newsroom/pressreleases/shughartphotoawards.cfm. To learn more about the Awards, go to www.artandwriting.org.

Smart Money Initiative

To support innovative teaching and learning models for 21st Century Schools, a Smart Money Initiative was conceived to allow inspired educators to further develop and implement such methods and practices in their classrooms. Dr. Dell McMullen, Kaiserslautern District Superintendent, earmarked funds of over $30,000.00 to support the innovative goals of forward-thinking practitioners. To learn more about the program and review the list of winners, go to http://www.dodea.edu/Europe/newsroom/pressreleases/InnovativeIdeasReceiveFunding.cfm 

Physics is Fun

At Fort Campbell, Mahaffey Middle School students participated in an onsite science field trip. The event, called Physics is Fun, supported the school’s science, technology, engineering and math curriculum with hands-on learning.

Mobile Ed Productions provided the equipment needed to run the event. Volunteers, staffing each station, taught the children about the different aspects of physics in the program. Mahaffey Middle School’s parent teacher organization and Soldiers from the 129th Combat Sustainment Support Battalion, 101st Sustainment Brigade, 101st Airborne Division, volunteered to help with the event. To read more, visit 
http://www.fortcampbellcourier.com/news/article_d0a1b524-86fb-11e4-a31a-cb114018116b.html.  To view more of DoDEA Higlights, go to http://www.dodea.edu/newsroom/multimedia/Category.cfm?categoryID=4B06AD15-F194-A367-84B036C5D4E6EF2F
Announcements
Tiger Woods Summer Academy Golf Academy

The Tiger Woods Summer Academy is a one-of-a-kind opportunity for children ages 11 - 13 to participate in unique S.T.E.M. (science, technology, engineering and math) and golf programs.   Summer Academy participants will spend an action-packed and educational week building robots, conducting chemistry experiments, designing video games, racing cars and golfing at the beautiful Tiger Woods Learning Center (TWLC) campus in Southern California.  
Applications are due no later than April 30, 2015. The Tiger Woods Foundation will be offering a limited number of tuition scholarships for military families. Detailed information about the camp and how to apply for a Military Scholarship can be found below.

a. Complete the Summer Academy Military Scholarship Application on our website

http://www.twlcsummeracademy.org .

b. Under "Military Authorization Code" enter code: MIL2015SA

c. Click "Send" and the application will be submitted.

d. Families will be notified in mid-May regarding their child's acceptance to the camp.

Due to the vast number of applications received, only awardees will receive notification of award. The Military Scholarship for the Summer Academy is for tuition only and does not cover costs for transportation. If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact the Tiger Woods Learning Center main office 714-765-8000.

STEM Institute for Military-Connected High School-Age Students

The Joint Science Technology Institute (JSTI) will be held July 18-31, 2015 in Aberdeen, Md.  Students should apply at http://www.orau.org/center-for-science-education/events/jsti/default.html.  The application deadline is March 15, 2015.  

The two-week all expenses paid, residential program, administered by Oak Ridge Associated Universities affords 36 high school students from across the country the opportunity to work on leading-edge science, technology, engineering and math (STEM) projects with Department of Defense scientists and engineers. The purpose of the program is to expose students to scientific research through hands-on projects, to enable students to work with real-world scientists, and to increase students' awareness of STEM career opportunities. 

Student projects will include work in areas such as:  Robotics, Water Analysis (Wet Chemistry), Forensics Analysis, Bacteria Resistant Surfaces, Operational Research Analysis, and 3D printing. Students conduct their science and engineering projects at ECBC's and Harford Community College's research laboratories.

Eligibility requirements for students are: students must be 16 years of age by July 17, 2015, a U.S. citizen, in high school in the 2015-2016 school year, have a teacher recommendation, and willing to work cooperatively in a group and follow instructions.

The Defense Threat Reduction Agency's Joint Science and Technology Office (DTRA-JSTO) partnered with the U.S. Army Edgewood Chemical Biological Center (ECBC), the U.S. Army Public Health Command, the U.S. Naval Research Laboratory and the U.S. Army Criminal Investigation Laboratory to launch the JSTI.

For more information visit the JSTI website at  http://www.orau.org/center-for-science-education/events/jsti/default.html. For questions about this opportunity, please contact Denise Baken, President of the Shield Analysis Technology, LLC, at 703-993-9226 or email at dbaken@shieldanalysis.com.  

DoD Charter Schools Standards, “Charter Schools on Military Installations: A Planning Guide” 

The Department of Defense Education Activity (DoDEA),  working in collaboration with the U.S. Department of Education, Military Services,  DoD Installations, and Environment and Physical Security offices, has identified 5 standards for establishing and operating a charter school on a military installation.  The standards were developed as a result of a U.S. Government Accountability Office (GAO) report entitled, "Charter Schools: Guidance Needed for Military Base Schools on Startup and Operational Issues,"  that recommended that "the Secretary of Defense develop and set standards for operating charter schools on military bases and require the appropriate military services to create guidance based on those standards.”   In response to a directive from a House Appropriations Committee report, the GAO examined the characteristics and origins of charter schools on military installations along with the challenges related to starting up and continuing operations. 
The identified standards can be found in the DoDEA publication entitled, “Charter Schools on Military Installation: A Planning Guide”, online at http://www.dodea.edu/Partnership/upload/CharterSchools_Jan2015.pdf. 
Featured Resources
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Charter Schools and Military Communities: A Toolkit

The Department of Education’s Charter Schools Program office developed the “Charter Schools and Military Communities – A Toolkit.” The toolkit is designed to orient key stakeholders, including those interested in establishing charter schools on military bases, on what is necessary to develop and establish a successful charter school.  More information about the toolkit, released in November 2014, can be found here:  http://www.charterschoolcenter.org/resource/charter-schools-and-military-communities-toolkit. The full toolkit can be accessed on the National Charter School Resource Center website at http://www.charterschoolcenter.org/sites/default/files/NCSRC%20Military%20Toolkit_111314_final_0.pdf.  
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Contacts: Cynthia Hearn Dorfman, advisor; Carrie Jasper, writer and editor; and Kathy Facon, Jennifer Dailey-Perkins, Natalia Thaniel, Maureen Dowling, Gary Jones, and Brian Thompson, contributors. 
To subscribe, unsubscribe or comment on this newsletter, please contact MilitaryContacts@ed.gov. 

Touching Base can be found online at: http://www2.ed.gov/news/newsletters/touchingbase/index.html.
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