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“There is no greater priority that we as a country have than to fill what my husband, Joe, calls our nation’s most sacred obligation -- serving our returning troops and their families as well as they have served us,”                                          
                                                                     - Dr. Jill Biden, The George W. Bush Presidential Center, Dallas, Feb. 19, 2014
Features
First Lady Thanks Military Family Support Personnel
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On Sept 3, First Lady Michelle Obama teamed up with actor Bradley Cooper to place a conference call to military support personnel to thank them for their continued service to military families. In 2012, Bradley Cooper joined Alec Baldwin, Michael Douglas, and other actors in a public service announcement for the first lady’s Got Your Six campaign to help military veterans find jobs, education, and housing. Also on the call were Defense Department experts Barbara Thompson, DoD’s director of family, child, youth and special needs policy, and Dave Julian, senior advisor for military, community and family policy, who joined in to provide information to the military support personnel.

The first lady said she and the president are grateful to the military support personnel.

As NATO Meets, a Cross-Atlantic Pair of Young Volunteers Honored for Work Benefiting Military Families
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As the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) leaders convened in Sept. 5 outside the Welsh capital of Cardiff to deal with terrorism and war, a second extraordinary meeting took place nearby. For the first time ever, the United Kingdom (UK) government and Points of Light arranged to award a pair of Daily Point of Light Awards to two extraordinary young ladies in recognition of their volunteer efforts to benefit military families.

The Daily Point of Light Award, created by President George H. W. Bush in the United States in 1989, celebrates the power of individuals to spark change and improve the world. Prime Minister Cameron started the daily award in the UK earlier this year to recognize outstanding individuals who are voluntarily making change in their communities and inspiring others.

Michaela Coplen is the 5,297th Daily Point of Light Award winner in the U.S. Growing up the daughter of two Army officers, Michaela discovered that writing poetry was an effective outlet for expressing the stresses of being apart during her parents’ deployments. “I knew that I wanted to help alleviate these feelings in other military kids,” she notes, so she created and conducts workshops around the country to teach children how to use poetry to release some of the complicated emotions they feel. 

Grace Franklin marks the 100th Point of Light Award honoree for the UK. While her father was deployed, Grace found it difficult to end their phone calls, so they developed an effective routine of ending calls with a joke. Grace, determined to help others, collected jokes that she tested on friends and schoolmates, and when she reached her target of 100, she created the “Little Book of Jokes.” More than 600 copies have sold to date, and she donates the proceeds to charities. 

To learn more go to Daily Point of Light.  There you may also “nominate” people who deserve recognition for their volunteer service.

Eight Keys to Veterans Success
The Departments of Education, Veterans Affairs, and Defense seek to increase the number of institutions affirming support for the 8 Keys to Veterans’ Success (8 Keys).  Secretary Duncan has stated, “It’s one more way for a grateful nation to extend its appreciation for our patriotic men and women helping preserve our freedom”. The 8 Keys to Veterans’ Success (8 Keys) highlight specific ways that colleges and universities can support veterans as they pursue their education and employment goals. ED welcomes the support of external partners to encourage other institutions to adopt the 8 keys and join with the over 1000 colleges and universities that are committed to the 8 Keys.  To learn more about this initiative, please visit the 8 Keys to Veterans’ Success registration site.

Spotlight
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DoDEA Educational Partnership Awards $46.6 Million in Grants to Military-Connected LEAs
The Department of Defense Education Activity (DoDEA) Educational Partnership has awarded nearly $47 million in grants to 44 military-connected public school districts to enhance academic and transition support programs. This includes a $3 million award to the National Math and Science Initiative to expand advanced placement courses through the Initiative for Military Families. 
The Fiscal Year 2014 grants aim to strengthen family, school, and community engagement and increase student achievement for military dependent students. DoDEA funds research-based programs that: Infuse Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematic (STEM) principles throughout the curriculum; Establish or expand foreign language learning; and/or programs that include ongoing, systemic strategies for parent and family engagement. In addition, 43% of the newly awarded grants include activities to meet the needs of military-connected students in special education. 
For more information about the grant awards go to http://www.dodea.edu/newsroom/pressreleases/20141015.cfm or visit http://www.dodk12grants.org/grantees.aspx. 
Announcements
Guidance to Ensure All Students Have Equal Access

On October 1, in the form of a Dear Colleague letter, Secretary Duncan announced guidance to states, school districts and schools to ensure that all students have equal access to educational resources such as academic and extracurricular programs, strong teaching, technology and instructional materials, and safe school facilities so that they have an equal opportunity to succeed in school, careers and in life. The announcement was made at the Congressional Hispanic Caucus Institute’s 2014 Public Policy Conference in Washington, D.C. The guidance, issued by the Office for Civil Rights, provides detailed and concrete information to educators on the standards set in Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964. Under Title VI, states, school districts and schools must not intentionally treat students differently based on race, color or national origin in providing educational resources. In addition, they must not implement policies or practices for providing educational resources that disproportionately affect students of a particular race, color or national origin, absent a substantial justification. The guidance is one part of President Obama’s larger equity agenda, including the recently announced Excellent Educators for All initiative, and takes into account the ongoing efforts of states, school districts and schools to improve equity. At this link, http://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/resourcecomparability.html, materials including OCR’s guidance and data on access to educational resources and links to a variety of additional resources with related information can be found. 
Military Affairs Team Hosts Conference Call with ED Regional Communication Officers, DoDEA Educational Partnership Branch and Military Services School Liaison Officers

Since there are over a million military-connected school age children with 80 percent of them attending public schools, striving to coordinate interagency efforts around supporting the unique challenges these children face is imperative.  One of the key challenges the families face is the educational transition of their school age children, due to the number of military permanent change of station moves a family makes.  On average, military children move six to nine times from kindergarten through high school.  The frequent transitions often impact the student’s academic standing, especially when dealing with inconsistent school transfer policies.  School Liaison Officers (SLOs) serves as the primary point of contact for school-related matters and assists military-connected families in solving education-related problems, and work in partnership with LEAs to increase student achievement for every military-connected school age child.  To learn more about the coordination of efforts between LEAs and SLOs, contact Maureen Dowling of the Military Affairs Team at maureen.dowling@ed.gov or visit DoDEA’s Educational Partnership website at http://www.dodea.edu/Partnership/index.cfm.
Featured Resources
NBC News has Launched a New App for Parents
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To help parents participate in their children’s academic success and personal growth NBC News’ Education Nation produced The Parent Toolkit App.  Sponsored by Pearson, the toolkit is available in English and Spanish on iOS and Android devices. The Parent Toolkit App offers a seamless user-led experience to help parents find and organize information that aligns with their child’s academic progress from Pre-K through 12th grade. Users can share tips on social networks, create family profiles, and mark items as priorities. The Parent Toolkit is a one-stop-shop for parents as a website and mobile app that includes:

• A "growth chart" containing grade-by-grade academic benchmarks for Pre-K through 12th grade in Math and English Language Arts

• Tips and resources for parents to support their children’s learning for Pre-K through 12th grade

• A guide to parent-teacher conferences and school counselor meetings

• A newsfeed with stories, blog posts and videos from a variety of sources

The goals of this free toolkit are to give parents a clear understanding of what is expected of their children at each step in their academic journey, and to provide a comprehensive set of tips and tools to help parents engage in and monitor their children’s academic development. 
DoDEA Cares Campaign

The DoDEA Cares campaign is designed as an outreach to DoDEA students, parents, faculty and staff as a resource in order to bring awareness to certain calendar events, give tips on school/student related issues, and to share information about DoDEA specific events; using the most appropriate media source for the event. DoDEA is largely geographically dispersed with schools located in Europe, the Pacific, Western Asia, the Middle East, Cuba, the United States, Guam, and Puerto Rico. The purpose is to give information to the entire school system to celebrate or recognize events as a whole.
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DoDEA Bullying Awareness and Prevention Program

The Department of Defense Education Activity (DoDEA) is firmly committed to providing all students with a safe and supportive learning environment. Every child is entitled to feel safe in the classroom, in the hallway and on playgrounds and buses. Bullying, verbal harassment, and cyber-bullying interfere with a student's ability to learn. Teachers, administrators, students and parents, must work together to eliminate unacceptable bullying and harassing behavior. Working together schools can be made safe places to learn, grow and thrive.

In recognition of National Bully Prevention Month (October), The DoDEA Cares campaign has produced its pilot production about anti bullying. The public service announcement (PSA) is airing on all American Forces Network, European and Pacific radio stations in order to give students and other listeners tips on how to combat bullying. Click on the Icon below to listen.
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DoDEA Highlights

DoDEA’s newest production is DoDEA Highlights.   DoDEA Highlights is a quick video overview of the week's top stories on their Facebook page. Viewers can follow along each week as DoDEA showcases stories from around the DoDEA school system. Below is the link to the October 17th edition, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vXjmhe9aA-w&list=UUyOO7tCSaFjULow-E-lAf.
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Contacts: Massie Ritsch, acting assistant secretary for communications and outreach; Cynthia Hearn Dorfman, advisor; Carrie Jasper, writer and editor; and Kathy Facon, Jennifer Dailey-Perkins, Jaqueline Cortez-Wang, Maureen Dowling, Gary Jones, and Brian Thompson, contributors.

To subscribe, unsubscribe or comment on this newsletter, please contact MilitaryContacts@ed.gov. 

Touching Base can be found online at: http://www2.ed.gov/news/newsletters/touchingbase/index.html.
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