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“Our students need and deserve great teachers and great principals, but we can’t expect them to do it by themselves. So whether it’s being in constant contact with those teachers, being a full and equal partner with the school…. parents have to be a part of the solution.”

                                            - U.S Secretary of Education Arne Duncan, Joint Pearl Harbor Hickam, Hawaii, March 30, 2014
Features



Student explaining to the Secretary how taro is processed onto poi.
Arne’s 50-State Adventures, from Anchorage to St. Augustine

With the closing of the 2013-14 school year, the Secretary reached an important milestone. His stop in Hawaii at the Joint Base Pearl Harbor Hickam marked the 50th State Duncan has visited since becoming secretary. View the slideshow highlighting the Secretary’s 50-state tour over five years.
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   Secretary Duncan attended the Military Child Education Coalition' National                                         Secretary Duncan at MCEC' National Training 
Training Seminar in Washington DC where he spoke with staff about the                                             Seminar in Washington DC speaking with students.

                                  challenges with education and our military.

Military Child Education Coalition's (MCEC) ® 16th Annual National Training Seminar

U. S. Department of Education Secretary Arne Duncan and General Frank J. Grass, Chief, National Guard Bureau were panelists during the Military Child Education Coalition's (MCEC) ®  National Training Seminar July 30 in Washington D.C. The panel discussion, View by 2, provided the audience with thought provoking discussion on current issues relevant to military-connected children.

For more information on the conference and to view highlights, go to http://www.militarychild.org/news-and-events/2014-national-training-seminar-highlights.   

Exceptional Partnerships Awarded

During the seminar, the 2014 Pete Taylor Partnership of Excellence Award was given in recognition of exceptional partnerships that exist between military installations and school districts serving military- connected students. Four out of the five partnership award recipients (such as the one photographed above) have a relationship with the DoDEA Educational Partnership Grant Program.  New to this 2014 seminar were the Higher Education Awards, which recognized the efforts that exist at the collegiate level that support a focus of military-connected child education in their respective teacher preparation programs. All of the higher education award recipients works were funded by the DoDEA Educational Partnership Grant Program. A list of the award recipients are on the MCEC website at http://www.militarychild.org/2014-ltg-ret-h.g.-pete-taylor-partnership-of-excellence-award. 

Military Child Education Coalition (MCEC) ® is a non-profit, world-wide organization that performs research, develops resources, conducts professional institutes and conferences, and develops and publishes resources for all constituencies. For more information about the seminar, go to http://www.militarychild.org/. 
8 Keys to Veterans’ Success 

The Obama Administration has made veteran educational success a priority with Executive Order 13607, Establishing Principles of Excellence for Educational Institutions Serving Service Members, Veterans, Spouses, and Other Family Members. The Executive Order calls for agencies to work together to ensure that educational institutions effectively serve those who have served our nation. Building on these collaborative efforts, the Departments of Veterans Affairs, Education and Defense have been working collaboratively to identify concrete strategies to aid our veterans and service members in reaching their educational and training goals. In August 2012 the U. S. Department of Education hosted a convening that brought together over 100 participants that included stakeholders from  government agencies; non-profit organizations, including foundations and veteran service organizations; and, importantly, veterans who had recently completed college degrees in a range of disciplines.

During the convening various approaches were discussed that could be scaled and replicated to foster success on campus. With subsequent meetings, examples of best practices and strategies were collected. From the convening 8 Keys to Veterans’ Success were also developed. 
As a result of interagency cooperation between the VA and ED, Department of Education Under Secretary Ted Mitchell and Under Secretary of Veterans Affairs Allison A. Hickey on July 16, 2014, sent a joint letter to institutions of higher education encouraging them to affirm support for the 8 Keys. As the Departments of Education and Veterans Affairs seek to increase the number of institutions affirming support for the 8 Keys, support from our external partners is welcomed. 
Spotlight

Military Connected Students attend Annual White House Kids “State Dinner” Contest Winners 

Approximately 1,500 children worldwide entered the 3rd annual Healthy Lunchtime Challenge & Kids' "State Dinner" contest. This contest was a part of the First Lady Michelle Obama’s healthy initiative, Let’s Move, and required children to demonstrate their understanding of how to cook and eat healthfully and deliciously. Out of the 1,500 applicants, 54 were winners. Two of the students are military-connected and attend the Department of Defense Education Activity schools (DoDEA) students. Winner Arial Derby is a 4th grader from Amelia Earhart Elementary, Okinawa and 4th grader, Lilly Vinch from Anderson Elementary, Guam. 
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                                                                        Arial Derby with her Mom                                                              Lilly Vinch with her Mom
The winners were notified of their selection and invited to fly to DC, stay at the Westin Georgetown, and participate in the White House 3rd annual Kids' "State Dinner," hosted by Mrs. Obama on July 18, 2014. Though Arial and Lily did not know each other, they both shared that the highlight of the dinner was “meeting First Lady, Michelle Obama.” The free downloadable cookbook and photos of the Kids “State Dinner” can be found on the DoDEA website at http://www.dodea.edu/ 
Announcement
Military Affairs Team

An Army veteran and former District of Columbia Public Schools high school teacher, Brian Thompson, became a member of the Military Affairs Team in June of 2014. In 2013 the Department established a Military Affairs Team. The mission of the Military Affairs Team is to represent the educational interests, from early learning through postsecondary education, of military families, military-connected students, and veterans; to coordinate the Department’s internal and external efforts that address their needs; to advise Department senior leadership on matters affecting this community; and to foster access to high-quality and affordable educational programs and services. To find out more about the Military Affairs Team, contact Maureen Dowling at maureen.dowling@ed.gov.

Featured Resource
MCEC’s New Professional Development Courses

MCEC® offers a variety of professional development and training programs for those who are interested in military child education. Two of those courses are new to the MCEC® catalog this year.  

First, Supporting Military Children through School Transitions™: Social/Emotional Institute Description Supporting Military Children through School Transitions™: Social Emotional (previously known as Transition Counselors Institute Phase 2-TCI 2) is an interactive professional development institute focusing on the social and emotional implications of transition for the military-connected student. Topics include school support systems, looking at social/emotional implications of transition through a developmental lens, and the effects of deployment separation and loss. 

Second, Helping Military Children Discover Their S.P.A.R.C.: Strength, Potential, Aspirations, Resourcefulness, Confidence™  is an one day training provides participants with the knowledge needed to prepare young people to develop hardiness skills to help them meet personal and professional goals through identification of their sparks and interests while developing a growth mindset. 
To learn more about Supporting Military Children through School Transitions and S.P.A.R.C. ™ visit the MCEC® website at http://www.militarychild.org/professionals/programs/upcoming-trainings-and-events. For questions or help registering please email Joe.Clever@MilitaryChild.org  or Myriam.Virella@MilitaryChild.org 
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