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“As military moms, you’re doing so much, not just for your families, but for your communities and our country. ..”

                                                                                                        - First Lady Michelle Obama, White House, May 12, 2014 
Features

Annual White House Mother’s Day Tea for Military Spouses 

On May 12, First Lady Michelle Obama invited a group of military wives and family members to the annual Mother’s Day Tea at the White House to recognize military spouses’ selfless service and sacrifice. Joined by Dr. Jill Biden, wife of Vice President Joe Biden, and as part of their Joining Forces initiative, Obama and Biden thanked the spouses and families for their service to the nation. Mrs. Obama stated “You are the ones with husbands deployed, and you’re still driving the carpool and volunteering, joining neighborhood organizations, working with your congregations to prepare care packages for other people,” Mrs. Obama said. “And no matter what your country asks of you and your family, you’re the ones who step up and you do it with grace, dignity and without complaint.” For more information about the day’s events, go to http://www.whitehouse.gov/blog/2014/05/13/mother-s-day-tea-first-lady-and-dr-biden 

Michelle Obama Announces Million-Dollar Philanthropic Effort to Help Military Families

On April 30, First Lady Michelle Obama announced the launch of a nationwide philanthropic effort to raise millions of dollars to help military families receive the support they need. Under the Philanthropy-Joining Forces Impact Pledge, more than 30 organizations are promising to raise over $100 million over the course of five years to assist organizations and community groups that support military families and service members. To learn more, visit http://www.whitehouse.gov/blog/2014/04/30/philanthropic-organizations-pledging-more-100-million-veteran-and-military-communiti 
Michelle Obama Announces Jobs Website for Veterans

On April 24, First Lady Michelle Obama announced the new Veterans Employment Center at Fort Campbell, Ky., during a special veterans' jobs summit. The government started a one-stop job-shopping website to help veterans create resumes, connect with employers and become part of a database for companies to mine. The website, ebenefits.va.gov, helps veterans and military spouses build resumes, translate military skills into private-sector skills and provide career and training data with the click of a mouse. For more information, go to http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2014/04/23/obama-administration-launches-online-veterans-employment-center-one-stop. 
Secretary Arne Duncan Speaks at the Military Child Education Coalition's National Training Seminar

U. S. Department of Education Secretary Arne Duncan will be keynote speaker at the Military Child Education Coalition's (MCEC) National Training Seminar on July 30 in Washington D.C. The theme of this year’s event is Keeping the Promise for the Sake of the Child. The discussion continues on issues that affect the educational opportunities for more than two million military-connected children. The MCEC 2014 National Training Seminar is a training event for anyone interested in serving and supporting military-connected children. The event provides a unique opportunity for participants to engage with senior military and education leaders. The seminar provides coverage of current issues relevant to military-connected children during a period of significant change and challenge

Military Child Education Coalition (MCEC) is a non-profit, world-wide organization that performs research, develops resources, conducts professional institutes and conferences, and develops and publishes resources for all constituencies. For more information about the seminar, go to http://www.militarychild.org/. 
Spotlight

FMA Live! Forces in Motion Tours Military-Impacted Schools Across the U.S. 
FMA Live! Forces in Motion was created in 2004 by NASA and Honeywell with the goal of using innovative methods to instill a passion for science and technology.  Specifically, FMA Live! Forces in Motion is an interactive, traveling hip-hop concert that teaches Newton’s Universal Law of Gravity and Three Laws of Motion. Named after Newton’s Second Law of Motion [Force equals Mass times Acceleration], the show connects science and engineering to everyday life.  Thus, showing how studying Newtonian physics can lead to interesting, competitive careers. In partnership with Joining Forces, military-connected schools were nominated to host the FMA Live! Forces in Motion show. FMA Live! ended their spring season by performing at military-impacted schools in South Carolina, Florida and Georgia. 

The FMA Live! Forces in Motion show starts its west coast tour in September.  The military-impacted schools that are currently scheduled to host the tour include schools in Colorado and California.  To learn more about this great program and how your school can have an opportunity to host, visit their website at http://fmalive.honeywell.com/ 
Announcement

Department of Defense Education Activity 2014-2015 District Teachers of the Year Announced

The Department of Defense Education Activity (DoDEA) announced its 2014-2015 District Teachers of the Year. The DoDEA Teacher of the Year Program recognizes and honors exemplary pre-kindergarten through grade 12 DoDEA teachers. Teachers from the fourteen 
DoDEA school districts were considered.  

The tiered process begins at the nomination phase where teachers are nominated by a peer, administrator, parent, student, or community member. Each District Teacher of the Year is selected by a district panel using specified criteria. Applicants then provide information about their education history, professional development experience, and their leadership roles in the school and in teaching practices. Each District Teacher of the Year is invited to apply for the DoDEA teacher of the Year. The DoDEA Teacher of the Year competes for the title of National Teacher of the Year.  Ms. Sarah Loomis was selected from the fourteen District Teachers of the Year as the DoDEA Teacher of the Year. 
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For the complete list of the 2014-2015 district winners, click here. To learn more about the District and National/International Teacher of the Year Program, visit http://www.dodea.edu/teachers/TeacherOfYear.cfm and http://www.dodea.edu/newsroom/pressreleases/20140508.cfm. 
Department of Defense Morale, Welfare, and Recreation Summer Reading Program

Research shows that students who read throughout the summer score better in reading achievement tests in the fall and have better literacy and analytical skills. DoD supports summer reading programs at their local military installations by launching summer reading programs to inspire children and adults to read throughout the summer and encourages all students to participate in the Department of Defense Morale, Welfare, and Recreation program (DoD-MWR) "Paws to Read." 
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DoD-MWR summer reading program is a great way for students to work towards college and career readiness during the summer and stay academically sharp for the next school year.  To find out more about the program, visit the website at http://www.ila.org/dodsumread/ , visit the library or email DoDsumread@navy.mil.
Community Eligibility Provision

In February, all Chief State School Officers received a letter outlining the phasing-in of the Community Eligibility Provision (CEP) of the Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act of 2010.  The letter explains the benefits of the CEP and how it interacts with Title I funding determinations. Stated simply, this provision reduces the administrative burden for eligible schools and allows them to offer free meals to all of their children.  Nationwide implementation begins next school year, but schools and districts should review the particulars of the CEP to determine if it is right for them.  The USDA’s website offers information about CEP and the Center on Budget and Policy Priorities provides a comprehensive map of lists of eligible schools of each state.
Featured Resource
Applications for the Joint Science Technology Institute Now Being Accepted 
The Joint Science Technology Institute (JSTI) will be held July 19 - Aug. 1, 2014 in Aberdeen, Md.   Sponsored in partnership by the Oak Ridge Associated Universities (ORAU) Center for Science Education and Defense Threat Reduction Agency's (DTRA), JSTI  provides a two-week, free, residential science technology engineering & math (STEM) program for current high school students in the United States.  The purpose of the program is to expose students to scientific research through hands-on projects, to enable students to work with real-world scientists, and to increase students' awareness of STEM career opportunities. Projects currently planned include: Robotics, Water Analysis (Wet Chemistry), Forensics Analysis, Bacteria Resistant Surfaces, Operational Research Analysis, 3D printing, and Programming Arduino/Raspberry PI.  
Eligibility requirements for students include: Student must be 16 years old by July 19, 2014, a U.S. citizen, and a high school student in the 2014-2015 school year, have a teacher recommendation, and be willing to work cooperatively in a group and follow instructions. 
The deadline for this opportunity is fast approaching in early June.  Interested students should apply at: 
http://www.orau.org/center-for-science-education/events/jsti/default.html 
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