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“Together, let us support our military children as they learn, grow, and live their dreams. And let us keep our military families strong and secure.”

                                        - President Barack Obama, Presidential Proclamation -- Military Family Month, Oct. 31, 2013 
Features
New Program for Military Caregivers

Gathered in the East Room of the White House before an audience of more than 40 caregivers on April 11, Mrs. Michelle Obama, Dr. Jill Biden, former first lady Mrs. Rosalynn Carter and former Senator Elizabeth Dole announced a new program that will benefit caregivers of veterans and active service members. The program, Hidden Heroes: The National Coalition for Military Caregivers, is an effort to inspire individuals and organizations to work together to raise awareness and support for America’s military caregivers. 
A study of caregivers’ needs commissioned by the Elizabeth Dole Foundation focused on post-911 veterans who served in Iraq and Afghanistan, found that more than a third of the caregivers are under 30, 60% are female, and two-thirds are at risk for major depression. It also found that very few programs have been created to support caregivers. 
To address the issue, the new program has been launched.  In addition, the Department of Defense over the next 14 months will form peer-to-peer support forums for caregivers, the family members who support injured soldiers, often losing time at work, or their jobs altogether, and facing a slew of new challenges as they care for loved ones.  The Tragedy Assistance Program for Survivors (TAPS) has made a commitment to train 10 “master trainers,” 50 trainers, and 10,000 peer mentors for the caregiver support. The Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) will launch a website to offer financial and legal guidance, while the Chamber of Commerce will expand its current job-fair program for caregivers. For further information about the new program, go to http://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/docs/dole_commitments_fact_sheet_final.pdf. To view the event, go to http://www.whitehouse.gov/photos-and-video/video/2014/04/11/first-lady-michelle-obama-speaks-joining-forces-caregivers-event.  
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Secretary Arne Duncan announces via video the release of the

U.S. Department of Education’s

Family and Community Engagement Framework
National Family Engagement Conference
Secretary Arne Duncan announced the release of the U. S. Department of Education Family and Community Engagement Framework on April 8 at the National Family Engagement Conference held in Cincinnati, Ohio. The U. S. Department of Education's Family and Community Engagement Framework for families, schools, districts, states, and the broader communities is a guide to build capacity for student achievement and school improvement. The framework provides a model to the school and district staff on how to effectively engage parents and community as partners to increase student achievement. 

The conference was attended by educators, parent leaders and advocates, community organizers, students, and others concerned with enhancing and expanding opportunities for ALL children and families, and with strengthening partnerships to improve engagement at all levels. For more information about the framework, click here. 
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                U. S. Department of Education Secretary

Arne Duncan speaking at the NAGB Education

Summit for Parent Leaders
Secretary Duncan Delivers Keynote at Education Summit for Parent Leaders
On Jan. 13 Secretary Arne Duncan delivered keynote remarks to 200 parent leaders at the National Assessment Governing Board’s (NAGB) first Education Summit for Parent Leaders. In his remarks the Secretary discussed why it is urgent to improve the performance of U.S. students, especially when compared to the performance of their international peers, and the status of education reform efforts, including the implementation of higher, internationally benchmarked standards for what students should learn. He encouraged parent leaders to engage with their schools to ensure children there are prepared to succeed and to inform other parents about how teaching and learning are changing based on higher state standards. Secretary Duncan stated that “parents have the power to challenge educational complacency … to ask more of their leaders and to ask more of their kids and themselves.” For more information, go to Education Summit for Parent Leaders.
News
White House Student Film Festival

On February 28, the White House hosted the first-ever Student Film Festival, featuring the work of more than a dozen young filmmakers who created short pieces celebrating the role of technology in the classroom.

In November, the White House asked k-12 students around the country to tell, via their films, why technology is so important and how it will change the educational experience for kids in the future. The students stepped up to the challenge in a big way: More than 2,500 official entries were received. The students brought viewers into their classrooms, homes, and backyards. They introduced spectators to their teachers, their robots, and imaginary characters they created. They showed observers how they learn. One of the finalists selected was Stella German, a fifth-grader at McCool Elementary/Middle School and DoDEA student. To see Stella German’s film, visit http://www.dodea.edu/newsroom/multimedia/MediaPlayer.cfm?videoID=285B5C52-A1ED-CE60-EBAC9723E9035148. 
Federal Agencies Collaborate to Improve Veterans’ College Experience
More and more colleges are recognizing veterans as a distinct demographic group, with specific needs. These students are pressing for better support services and raising the bar of expectations from colleges.  Because of the demand, more of an effort is being made on campuses to articulate the kinds of services and policies necessary to help veterans succeed.

In August 2013, President Obama announced a collaboration between the departments of Education and Veterans Affairs called "8 Keys to Success." The program's purpose is to encourage colleges to adopt policies and use tools that promote the educational success of veterans, military students, and their families. To learn more about 8 Keys to Success and the Vet Success on Campus programs, visit the following sites: https://www.ed.gov/blog/2013/08/8-keys-to-success-supporting-veterans-military-and-military-families-on-campus/ and https://www.vetsuccess.va.gov/public/vetsuccess_on_campus.html. 

Department of Veterans Affairs Releases the Principles of Excellence Complaint System
President Obama signed Executive Order 13607: Establishing Principles of Excellence for Educational Institutions Serving Service Members, Veterans, Spouses and Other Family Members in April 2012. It directed the departments of Veterans Affairs and Defense, in consultation with other government agencies, to create a system that would hold educational institutions accountable for the quality of the programs they provide to those who use military-related education benefits. Its intent was to give military personnel, veterans, and their families the information they need to make informed decisions about where to spend their hard-earned military benefit dollars – and a place to complain if things went wrong. 
In January 2014, interagency partners — Consumer Financial Protection Bureau (CFPB), the departments of Veterans Affairs, Defense, Education, and Justice, and the Federal Trade Commission — announced a new online student complaint system they created, the GI Bill Feedback System.  Through it service members, veterans, and their families can now report negative experiences at education institutions and training programs administering the Post-9/11 GI Bill, DoD Military Tuition Assistance, and other military-related education benefit programs. For more information, visit http://www.benefits.va.gov/gibill/feedback.asp and http://www.militaryonesource.mil/voluntary-education?content_id=274604.
College Ratings System

To make college affordable for American families the President has directed the U.S. Department of Education to develop and publish a new college ratings system by the 2015-16 school year. This new tool will empower students and parents to select colleges that provide the best value. In the future, the new ratings system will transform the way federal aid is awarded by tying aid to institutional performance so that students are able to access additional aid at higher-performing colleges. The new college ratings system will allow American students and families to compare and choose colleges. By enhancing consumer choice, the new ratings system will also incentivize colleges to provide better value by improving performance, lowering costs, and investing in student access and success. To learn more about the college rating system, go to http://www2.ed.gov/documents/college-completion/college-ratings-overview.pdf
Spotlight
Each month the efforts of individuals, schools, educators, school districts, and/or states that provide support to our military families in a special way and/or have addressed military families’ concerns in an exemplary way are highlighted.  Education Week’s 2014 Leaders To Learn From Leaders, Presidential Awards for Excellence in Mathematics and Science Teaching, and White House Student Film Festival are featured.
Education Week’s 2014 Leaders To Learn From Leaders

In Washington D.C. on April 1, editors of Education Week saluted the nation’s most innovative administrators by recognizing their outstanding accomplishments. Education Week’s 2014 Leaders To Learn From Leaders include superintendents, administrators, and educators, who are not normally in the public eye but are the practical innovators who have found frontline, effective solutions to the challenges facing today’s districts.
From the city of Clarksville, Tenn., winning leader B. J. Worthington is a 28-year veteran in the 31,000-student Clarksville-Montgomery County school system. A quarter of the district's students have parents working at Fort Campbell across the border in Kentucky. Worthington helped win a Race to the Top grant that bolstered the district's STEM focus. Under his leadership the district also received an additional $10 million in competitive grants, including from the U.S. Department of Defense Education Activity, which oversees the education of the children of members of the military. 
From 2011-12 to 2012-13, the percentage of 8th-grade students achieving grade-level mastery in science moved from 68 percent to 75 percent, and in math, it moved from 42 percent to 52 percent. Value-added scores, which measure growth in student achievement over the previous year, showed better than anticipated gains for grades 3 through 8 in both subjects.

To learn more about what Worthington has done in his district, visit http://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2014/03/05/23ltlf-worthington.h33.html. For more information about Education Week 2014 Leaders to Learn From, visit http://leaders.edweek.org/.

Presidential Awards for Excellence in Mathematics and Science Teaching

The Presidential Awards for Excellence in Mathematics and Science Teaching (PAEMST) recognizes outstanding mathematics or science teachers, kindergarten through 12th grade. Teachers are recognized for their contributions to teaching and learning, and their ability to help students make progress in mathematics and science. In addition to honoring individual achievement, the goal of the award program is to exemplify the highest standards of mathematics and science teaching. Awardees serve as models for their colleagues, inspiration to their communities, and leaders in the improvement of mathematics and science education. Two of the recipients this year were DoDEA teachers Carol Fears, a teacher at Landstuhl Elementary/Middle School in Germany, and Marilyn Hawks, a teacher at Bechtel Elementary School in Okinawa, Japan.  The award, the highest recognition a k-12 math or science teacher may receive for outstanding teaching in the U.S., was established in 1983 by Congress and is administered by the National Science Foundation on behalf of the White House. To learn about both recipients, visit http://www.dodea.edu/PAEMST.cfm. For more information about PAEMST, visit http://www.nsf.gov/awards/presidential.jsp#paemst.

Announcement

Library of Congress Literacy Awards 
Annually, the Library of Congress Literacy Awards Program honors organizations that have made outstanding contributions to increasing literacy in the United States or abroad. The awards encourage the continuing development of innovative methods for combating illiteracy and the wide dissemination of the most effective practices for developing literacy. The program draws public attention to the continuing need for literacy services and increases awareness of the importance of literacy.  The 2014 Library of Congress Literacy Awards Program recognizes organizations, foundations, and other private-sector groups that are combating illiteracy. The prizes are:
The David M. Rubenstein Prize ($150,000) will be awarded to an organization that has made outstanding and measurable contributions in increasing literacy levels and has demonstrated exceptional and sustained depth and breadth in its commitment to the advancement of literacy. 
The American Prize ($50,000) will be awarded to an organization that has made a significant and measurable contribution to increasing literacy levels or the national awareness of the importance of literacy. 
The International Prize ($50,000) will be awarded to an organization or national entity that has made a significant and measurable contribution to increasing literacy levels. 

Winners will be announced at the National Book Festival in Washington, D.C., on Aug. 30, 2014.
Resources
White House Initiative on Educational Excellence for Hispanics Family Engagement Webinar
The White House Initiative on Educational Excellence for Hispanics in December 2013 recorded a webinar on family engagement featuring two national -known speakers and a local parent leader:  Maria Paredes, senior program associate at WestEd, Aurelio Montemayor, senior education associate at intercultural development research association (IDRA), and Lourdes Flores, parent leader in IDRA. The webinar served as a tool that encourages strong engagement between families and their children’s schools. To listen to the webinar and view the PowerPoint presentation, visit https://www.ed.gov/edblogs/hispanic-initiative/monthly-webinar-series/. 

Federal Registry for Educational Excellence
Federal Registry for Educational Excellence (FREE) is an online teaching and learning resource from federal agencies. Starting this month, high-quality educational materials in FREE and other free websites will be featured.  Items such as the ones below will be featured three or four times a month. The feature articles will be highlighted at the top of the right navigation panel on the FREE homepage and in the FREE feature spot on the ED.gov homepage.  Parents and teachers are encouraged to use this site to supplement a child’s learning.  



Women’s History Through Art and Dance: 5 Ways to Celebrate and Express Creativity
March is both Women’s History Month and Youth Art Month. Celebrate women’s contributions to the arts with some hands-on activities for kids – girls and boys. Learn, reflect, and create with these five ideas. To learn more, visit http://free.ed.gov/?p=152. 



Women’s History and STEM: 7 Ideas for Young Explorers from FREE (Federal Registry for Educational Excellence)

For centuries, women have studied and made groundbreaking discoveries in STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics) fields. Encourage your girls and boys to appreciate the contributions of women scientists. With our seven fun and free ideas, learn about some outstanding women from the history of STEM innovation and inspire your kids’ scientific explorations – indoors and outdoors. For more information, go to http://free.ed.gov/?p=160



Winter Olympics: 14 Ways to Learn and Move More
Enrich your kids’ understanding of the Sochi Olympic Games with educational materials on the ancient and modern Olympics and the science behind the sports. Seek inspiration from the games and the athletes to get you and your kids moving this winter. Check out the 14 suggestions and ideas for the classroom, the home, and the outdoors.  For more information, visit http://free.ed.gov/?p=124.  
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National Poetry Month: 30 Ways to Celebrate — A Poem a Day and More
Plant the seeds and help grow a love for poetry in your kids this April and all year long. Inaugurated by the Academy of American Poets in 1996, National Poetry Month is now held every April, when schools, publishers, libraries, booksellers, and poets throughout the United States band together to celebrate poetry and its vital place in American culture. Thousands of organizations participate through readings, festivals, book displays, workshops, and other events. Help kids of any age become aware of or deepen their appreciation of this literary art form.
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