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“During this holiday season, as we gather with our loved ones, I’d ask every American to remember what our military families and service members often experience during this time of year. Let us all remember the sacrifices they make to proudly serve all of us.”

                                                                        - First Lady Michelle Obama, the White House, Dec. 4, 2013 
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Military Families Are First to Preview the White House Christmas Decorations
The First Lady held a special preview of the White House holiday décor for military families. The first room to be seen by all was the Blue Room.  The Blue Room is decorated in a way that pays tribute to our Armed Forces, a tradition started by Mrs. Obama. In the Blue Room stands a towering 18½ ft. tree, the official White House Christmas tree, which is trimmed with photos of joyous military homecomings and holiday greeting cards drawn by military children from bases all across the country. Decorations on display include Christmas trees made of books; mechanical replicas of Sunny and Bo, the White House dogs, made of ribbons; and a 300 pound edible White House gingerbread house. To see photos and read more, go to http://www.whitehouse.gov/blog/2013/12/04/first-lady-michelle-obama-previews-2013-white-house-holiday-decor. 
Exceptional Family Member Program Highlighted
The Exceptional Family Member Program was highlighted by Joining Forces Dec. 6 for its work that supports military families with special medical or educational needs. Thanks to Exceptional Family Member Program there is help locating and navigating formal programs and services. The program helps expedite a family’s connection to community services, education and outreach, and information regarding local school and early intervention services as well as non-clinical case management. In addition to connecting families to resources it also connects families to one another. The Department of Defense provides critical support for those families who may have members with special needs. For more information on the Exceptional Family Member Program, please visit Military OneSource at http://www.militaryonesource.mil/efmp. 
A New Resource for Military Families is Launched
A new website, Parenting for Service Members and Veterans, http://militaryparenting.org/ has been launched just for military families. Parenting for Service Members and Veterans is a first-of-its-kind resource addressing the unique challenges of parenting in military families. This anonymous self-help course is designed to provide military parents with the skills and resources they need to improve their parenting and connect with their families. There are interactive activities and stories of real military and veteran families that will provide valuable skills for the everyday challenges of raising military children, with particular emphasis on reconnecting following a separation such as deployment and to give military and veteran parents the skills and tools to build stronger families. The course and content were developed by experts from the Department of Defense and Department of Veterans Affairs. For more information on the program, visit http://t2health.org/programs/militaryparenting. To join them on Facebook, go to https://www.facebook.com/militaryveteranparenting.
Webinars about the Interstate Compact on Educational Opportunity for Military Children 

Hosted by the National Commission the first in a series of four webinars began on Nov. 6 about the Interstate Compact on Educational Opportunity for Military Children.  The first segment dealt with the Orientation of the Interstate Compact. For the first segment facilitators were General Stephen R. Hogan (retired), Military Interstate Children's Compact Commission (MIC3) Executive Director, and Rosemarie Kraeger, Rhode Island MIC3 Commissioner.  The other three shall cover Implementation, State Councils and School Administrators, and Legal Foundation. The webinars are designed to give the public a better understanding of the Interstate Compact. To learn about and register for future segments, contact John Matthews at jmatthews@csg.org or visit the website, www.mic3.net.

Department of Defense Education Activity Releases Findings Report 
In 2009, forty-four local education agencies (LEAs) in twenty states were awarded three year Department of Defense Education Activity (DoDEA) grants totaling more than $220 million. The Educational Partnership Grant Program’s aim was to increase student achievement in military-connected local education agencies (LEAs) and ease the challenges and transitions that students face due to their parents’ military service. On Oct. 24, DoDEA released a report which highlights grantees' most innovative, effective, or sustainable strategies that addressed the needs of military-connected students and families. The report underscored the significant outcomes in specific strategy focus areas: Science, Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM); Advanced Placement and College Readiness; Virtual Learning, and Strategic Foreign Languages Expansion Program. Significant increases were reported in math and reading and greater involvement of military–connected parents was noted. To read the full report and learn more about the grants awarded go to http://www.dodk12grants.org/Docs/DoDEA2009_Findings_Report.pdf and http://www.militaryk12partners.dodea.edu/docs/2011-12AnnualReport.pdf. 
DoDEA Support Helps to Implement the Mathematics Common Core State Standards

As a result of the grant funding provided by the Educational Partnership Program, Common Core State Standards (CCSS) implementation activities in mathematics are taking place in military-connected public schools and districts. A brief has been prepared that describes how DoDEA grantees have developed strategies to implement the Math Common Core State Standards. This brief summarizes the background, purpose, and goals of the Mathematics CCSS as well as the DoDEA plan for implementing the standards. Each project incorporates specific curriculum or approaches aligned with the Mathematics CCSS. These approaches provide a structure for conducting ongoing professional development and incorporating technology or other materials to encourage hands-on learning and expand problem solving opportunities, key components of the Mathematics CCSS.  To learn more, go to http://www.dodk12grants.org/Docs/2018_201_DoDEA_math_brief_6.pdf. 
Veteran Outcome Measures

The National Center for Education Statistics launched on Nov. 8 the Postsecondary Education Outcome Measures web site to be consistent with Executive Order 13607: Establishing Principles of Excellence,  http://nces.ed.gov/statprog/outcomemeasures/page2.asp, and Public Law 112-249: Improving Transparency of Education Opportunities for Veterans,  http://nces.ed.gov/statprog/outcomemeasures/page3.asp. The United States Departments of Education, Veterans Affairs, and Defense to support informed decision making about educational choices, especially as they relate to Veterans and service members, are working together to identify outcome measures that will provide information on available educational programs. They will also collect data on student outcome measures which should permit comparisons across Federal educational programs and across institutions and types of institutions. Information on the amount of funding received pursuant to the Post-9/11 GI Bill and the Tuition Assistance Program shall also be gathered. For more information about Postsecondary Education Outcome Measures, go to, http://nces.ed.gov/statprog/outcomemeasures/.  

Quarterly Conference Call (QCC) on Suicide Among Veterans 
The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) Center for Faith-based and Neighborhood Partnerships (CFBNP) is sponsoring a series of Quarterly Conference Calls (QCC) that will provide information about VA programs and services that will assist in serving the needs of Veterans, their families, survivors, and caregivers. On Dec. 3, the first in the QCC series for fiscal year 2014 was Suicide Among Veterans: Facts, Prevention, and How You Can Help.  Dr. Patricia Toles, Suicide Prevention Coordinator of the Veteran Affairs Medical Center was the guest speaker. She serves as the subject matter expert on suicide prevention and is responsible for providing education and oversight for Veterans who have been deemed to be at high risk for suicide. She also provides training and education to all medical center staff, Veterans, family members, and local community agencies on suicide prevention. The moderator of the program was Mr. Stephen B. Dillard, Deputy Director, Center for Faith-based and Neighborhood Partnerships. The QCC will also cover the following topics: Facts about suicide; Myths/realities about suicide; Operation S.A.V.E. (How to identify and talk to a Veteran at risk of suicide); Available resources; Information on the scope of suicide within the United States and the Veteran population; How to identify a Veteran that may be at risk for suicide; and What to do when you identify a Veteran at risk. The QCC also provides an opportunity for an interactive discussion among participants. For more information about the Quarterly Conference Calls, contact Mary Ann Wren of Administration for Children & Families at mary.wren@acf.hhs.gov.  

Spotlight

A new section is being added to Touching Base. The newsletter shall highlight the efforts of individuals, schools, educators, school districts, and/or states that provide support to our military families in a special way and/or those who have addressed military families concerns in an exemplary way.  
Highlighted this month is Eisenhower Elementary in Fort Leavenworth, Kansas for their SchoolTube video Heroes at Home: Our School Community.  In the video, school students noted the importance of mentorship and support for each other as they navigate the frequent moves, deployments and separations brought on by more than a decade of war.  Additionally, this video clearly portrays how the military has shouldered the burden of multiple deployments and separations for years now, and how it affects the family members, specifically their school aged children, just as it affects the service members. We applaud school leadership and the students at Eisenhower Elementary for being a model of support for all military connected students and their families, through the use of technology. The video is made available to the entire school community and is an inspiration for all. To view the school tube video visit http://bit.ly/1dpWp3g
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