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"After all you've given your nation you must know your nation is grateful to you."   

– President Barack Obama, Camp Pendleton, CA, Aug. 7, 2013 

Back-to-School Bus Tour 
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Secretary of Education Arne Duncan and senior ED officials will began the fourth back-to-school bus tour Sept. 9. The tour from Sept. 9-12, themed Strong Start, Bright Future, will visit states throughout the Southwest with stops in the following states and cities: 
New Mexico: Santa Fe, Albuquerque, Socorro, and Columbus 
Arizona: Tucson, Tempe, Scottsdale, Yuma, and Phoenix
Texas: El Paso
California:  Chula Vista
The tour will highlight the importance of ensuring that all students benefit from high-quality educational opportunities, including Preschool for All, college affordability, ConnectED, first-term education efforts, and comprehensive immigration reform’s impact on education.

To show his commitment to service members and their families, the Secretary of Education is scheduled to visit the military-impacted community, Chula Vista. 

Last year, the Department’s tour took staff coast to coast, in 2011, the tour rolled through the Midwest, and in 2010, Duncan and his team visited the South and the Northeast.

Sign up to receive Strong Start, Bright Future tour updates.  Here are four ways to stay digitally connected to the tour:

1) Twitter 

Follow hashtag #edtour13 for the latest and keep up to date by following  

@usedgov and @arneduncan.

2) Email Updates
                Sign up here to get the latest from the road in your inbox.

3) Storify 

Subscribe to our Storify page and read our collection of stories and photos from the road.

4) Blog
We’ll be blogging throughout the tour.  Visit ed.gov/bustour or sign up for email   

updates
 from our Homeroom Blog.

Secretary Addresses Military Child Education Coalition 
On July 9, 2013, Secretary Arne Duncan addressed participants at the Military Child Education Coalition's (MCEC) 15th-Annual Training Seminar, "For the Sake of the Child," in National Harbor, MD. He expressed appreciation for the service members and their families and acknowledged the personal sacrifices made by military-connected children. He also noted that military-connected students face unique education challenges as the result of frequent moves and multiple deployments.  Secretary Duncan stated that ED and other federal agencies are helping to meet those needs because we know that supporting military families is critical to the future of our country.  The MCEC training seminar provided participants with numerous opportunities and resources to facilitate improved outcomes for military-connected children. For more information about the seminar, go to http://www.ed.gov/oii-news/meeting-challenges-military-connected-children-and-families.  The Interstate Compact on Educational Opportunity for Military Children, commonly referred to as "the Compact," addresses common problems that affect military-connected children as a result of frequent moves and deployments and has been adopted by 46 states. The Secretary of Defense was the closing speaker.
DoDEA Educational Partnership Grants Awarded 
During his closing address on July 9, 2013, at MCEC’s 15th-Annual Training Seminar, "For the Sake of the Child," in National Harbor, MD., Secretary Hagel announced the first round of 2013 grants. Secretary Hagel stated that the goal of the Department of Defense is to ensure that every military-connected school-age child gets a quality education, wherever they are in the world. 
To strengthen family-school-community relationships and enhance student achievement for military connected students, this year to date the Department of Defense Education Activity (DoDEA) has awarded a total of$39 million in grants to 21 military-connected public school districts and 3 consortia. Five of the school districts are first-time grant awardees.  Kathy Facon, Chief, DoDEA Educational Partnership Branch, noted that DoDEA received many high-quality proposals and this year's grant competition was focused on programs that: 1) infuse Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematic (STEM) principles throughout the curriculum; 2) establish or expand foreign language learning; and/or 3) include ongoing, systemic strategies for parent and family engagement. The second round of grant awards was announced in early August. 

For more information about the grants, go to http://www.militaryk12partners.dodea.edu/grants.cfm or email grants@hq.dodea.edu.    
DoDEA Back to School Fast Facts
DoDEA’s website offers Fast Facts about Transportation and DoDEA Students, as well as tips for parents, information on special education, common core state standards and other topics.  As DoDEA opens doors at 191 schools throughout the world, many improvements and new programs will be under way to make this school year exceptional. DoDEA plans, directs, coordinates and manages pre-kindergarten through 12th grade education programs for more than 82,000 DoD dependents around the world.  To learn more about the activities of DoDEA, go to http://www.dode a.edu/Back-to-School/index.cfm 

Back to School – BE HERE 
With the start of a new school year, it’s important to refocus our efforts and remember the need for our students to be in attendance at school every day.  Going to school every day has a positive cumulative effect on a child’s educational career; when students miss school, there is an interruption in this growth and the more absences there are, the more the student falls behind. Attending school ensures students won’t miss important lessons, assignments, activities, and exams, and provides students with important opportunities for social interaction with both peers and adults.
Being in the classroom every day provides students with valuable content knowledge, skills, and experiences that are derived from class discussions and builds the academic skills competency that can’t be replicated independently by reading the material and completing homework assignments.
Daily learning activities, including classroom lectures, discussions, demonstrations, experiments, and student participation cannot be made up if a child is absent.  Regular school attendance correlates directly with success in academic work, improves social interaction with adults and peers and provides opportunities for important communication between teachers and students.
Parents can help make school attendance a priority for their children.  Here are a few ways parents can contribute:
· Parents must model the value of education, including the importance of regular attendance.
· Plan ahead. Encourage your child to prepare for the next school day by laying out clothes the night before and helping to fix lunches.
· Make sure that your child goes to school regularly and arrives on time-you will establish a good habit that will carry through life.
More great tips can be found at http://www.dodea.edu/StudentServices/attendance.cfm 
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