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	Education Freedom Scholarships Announced

Last month, U.S. Secretary of Education Betsy DeVos, U.S. Sen. Ted Cruz (R-TX) and U.S. Rep. Bradley Byrne (R-AL) unveiled Education Freedom Scholarships website (EFS), the administration’s key proposal to expand and improve the education options available to students across the country. The policy will make a historic investment in America’s students, channeling up to $5 billion yearly into locally controlled scholarship programs that empower students to choose the learning environment and style that best meets their needs.  To learn more about EFS by visiting the EFS website.  Please click on the following links to see a blog on the Secretary's trip to Iowa and video interview..
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	Secretary DeVos Visits South Carolina

To celebrate National Career and Technical Education Month, on Feb. 21, Secretary DeVos and Deputy Secretary Mitchell Zais traveled to Florence County, South Carolina, to join Rep. Tom Rice (R-S.C.),  as well as Lieutenant Governor Pamela Evette, and State Superintendent of Education Molly Spearman on a visit to rural schools and a technical college. To find out more click news article.
	





	Celebrating Career and Technical Education Month

In a video message, Scott Stump, assistant secretary for Career, Technical, and Adult Education, thanked stakeholders for their thoughtful and thorough comments regarding the Department’s draft of the Strengthening Career and Technical Education for the 21st Century Act (Perkins V) state plan guide. It is intended to help state agencies prepare and submit new plans that align their career and technical education systems, policies, and programs with the requirements of Perkins V.  Stump also announced the  agency’s response to these comments, along with the revised state plan guide.
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	President’s Education Awards Program Opens for the 2018-19 School Year

President’s Education Awards Program (PEAP) student recipients are selected annually by their school principal. This year, PEAP provided individual recognition to nearly 3 million graduates (at the elementary, middle and high school level) across the nation at more than 30,000 public, private and military schools from all 50 states, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, and Outlying Areas — American Samoa, Guam, the Northern Mariana Islands and the U.S. Virgin Islands — and American military bases abroad.  Students received a certificate signed by President Donald Trump and U.S. Secretary of Education Betsy DeVos. Schools also received letters from the President and the Secretary.  (Note:  A list of 2018 PEAP participating schools by stated is posted online.)   Read more on the program.
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	U.S. Department of Defense Awards $29 Million to Strengthen Academic and Support Programs for Military-Connected Students

The U.S. Department of Defense Education Activity (DoDEA) announced its recent awarding of $29 million in funding to strengthen academic and support programs for military-dependent students across the nation. Thirty-six grants were awarded to schools and districts to support strategies with the goal of improving family, school, and community relationships as well as enhancing student achievement for military-dependent students in the science, technology, engineering, and math (STEM) fields. To learn more about these grants read DoDEA press release.
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	Make a Plan. Own Your Future. 

Department of Defense Education Activity (DoDEA) Choices360 is a comprehensive, easy-to-use, online career and academic planning resource that helps DoDEA students graduate with a diploma and a plan.  Learn more about Choices360 and how it helps middle and high school students.
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	Disability Awareness Month

March is Disabilities Awareness month! DoDEA is committed to increasing awareness and promoting independence, integration, and inclusion of all students with disabilities. Throughout the month DoDEA will engage in several activities that recognize the special education teachers who work hard to make a difference for students with disabilities. Learn more about DoDEA Disabilities Awareness Month activities.
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	U.S. Department of Education Announces Initiative to Address the Inappropriate Use of Restraint and Seclusion 
 Secretary DeVos  announced Jan. 17 that the U.S. Department of Education will launch an initiative to address the possible inappropriate use of restraint and seclusion in our nation’s schools. The Office for Civil Rights, in partnership with the Office of Special Education and Rehabilitative Services, will oversee this proactive approach, which will protect students with disabilities by providing technical assistance and support to schools, districts, and state education agencies, and also strengthen enforcement activities.  The press release can be found here..
	

	Serving Military Family Service Professionals
America’s military families have unique needs. To respond to those needs, thousands of military service providers and Cooperative Extension educators provide support, training, and resources to families on and off military installations and in our communities. The Military Families Learning Network invites military family service providers and Cooperative Extension professionals to online professional development opportunities where they can exchange experiences, resources, and research to enhance professional impact and professional growth. To learn more click Military Families Learning Network website..
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	2019 National Training Seminar, July 23–25 

The 21st National Training Seminar is the foremost professional development opportunity for everyone interested in serving and supporting military-connected children.  For additional information on the seminar.
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