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New DeLalio Elementary School Opened Aug. 27 at Marine Corps Air Station at New River

The Department of Defense Education Activity (DoDEA) Americas Region opened a brand-new, 21st-century elementary school at Marine Corps Air Station at New River, North Carolina, on Aug. 27. DeLalio Elementary School is 66,430 square feet and will accommodate up to 350 students from pre-Kindergarten through fifth grade. 
The school is named after Marine Lt. Col. Armond Hector DeLalio, who was awarded two Purple Hearts, a Presidential Unit Citation with Ribbon Bar, an American Defense Service Medal with Base Clasp and Star, an Asiatic-Pacific Campaign Medal, a World War II Victory Medal and a National Defense Service Medal.
Five DoDEA Europe Schools Selected as National PTA Schools of Excellence

The National Parent Teacher Association announced that five Department of Defense Education Activity Europe schools have been named as a 2018–20 National PTA School of Excellence. National PTA’s School of Excellence program supports and celebrates partnerships between PTAs and schools that work to improve the education experience and school environment for every child. The five schools are

· Grafenwoehr Elementary School (Grafenwoehr, Germany),
· Naples High School (Naples, Italy),
· Netzaberg Elementary School (Netzaberg, Germany),
· Robinson Barracks Elementary School (Stuttgart, Germany) and
· Vogelweh Elementary School (Kaiserslautern, Germany).
Through the National PTA School of Excellence program, PTAs partner with their schools to examine how families feel the school measures up to the research-based indicators of the National Standards for Family-School Partnerships. PTAs and schools then work together to address barriers and create new ways for families to support student success.
DEPARTMENT MESSAGES

Emergency Assistance to Institutions of Higher Education

On Aug. 28, Secretary DeVos announced more than $63 million in new federal assistance for 47 institutions of higher education under the Emergency Assistance to Institutions of Higher Education program.  The awards provide funding to institutions and their students in areas directly affected by hurricanes Harvey, Irma, or Maria or the 2017 California wildfires.  The funding allocations were determined using information provided by each institution regarding damage and recovery costs incurred by the disasters.  Allocations prioritized students who are homeless or at risk of homelessness due to displacement.  Congress appropriated $100 million for this program, and funds are available for obligation by the Department until 2022.

Temporary Emergency Impact Aid for Displaced Students Program

U.S. Secretary of Education Betsy DeVos announced this month a total of approximately $359.8 million in new federal assistance for 20 states and the U.S. Virgin Islands under the Temporary Emergency Impact Aid for Displaced Students Program (Emergency Impact Aid). The program assists with the cost of educating students displaced by hurricanes Harvey, Irma, or Maria or the 2017 California wildfires.  Under the Emergency Impact Aid program, the Department is authorized to award funds to eligible state educational agencies to enable them to make payments to eligible local educational agencies and Bureau of Indian Education-funded schools, serving both public and nonpublic displaced students, for the 2017–18 school year. 
Federal Commission on School Safety Recent Activities

On Aug. 23, Secretary of Homeland Security Kirstjen Nielsen and other representatives from the Federal Commission on School Safety (the Commission) traveled to Las Vegas for a field visit to the Miley Achievement Center, spotlighting how physical security measures in schools have proven successful in keeping students safe.  The representatives toured the school and met with local school and law enforcement officials to discuss ways of improving school building security (video).  Following the visit, Secretary Nielsen penned an op-ed affirming that school safety will remain a top priority of the Trump administration.  

Then, on Aug. 28, the Commission held its fourth and final listening session in Montgomery, Alabama.  The session was divided into three parts: two roundtable discussions and a public comment period (video).

Combating the Opioid Crisis: Schools, Students and Families



On average, 115 Americans die every day from an opioid overdose. In 2016, over 11 million Americans misused prescription opioids, nearly 1 million used heroin, and 2.1 million had an opioid-use disorder due to prescription opioids or heroin. The Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) has identified four dimensions of support for an individual in recovery: health, home, purpose and recovery. In addition to the resources below, if you need further assistance please contact SAMHSA’s National Helpline at 1-800-662-HELP (4357) [1-800-487-4889 (TTY)] for FREE and CONFIDENTIAL information.   

Resources to help students struggling with opioid addiction

If you work in a school or want to ensure your school is doing all it can to address the opioid crisis, here are some resources for you:

· Operation Prevention educates students about the impacts of opioids and encourages conversations in the home and classroom;

· a free opioid overdose prevention toolkit;

· the Evidence-Based Practices Resource Center at the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services; and

· Center for Disease Control and Prevention's Opioid Overdose Page provides comprehensive information about opioids and their risks, as well as information about how to protect against opioid misuse, addiction and overdose.

For families, adult allies and community members who need support, these resources might be of use to you:

· Growing Up Drug Free: A Parent's Guide to Prevention provides an overview of opioid misuse as a student issue,  and profiles of youths who have died from overdoses and of those who are actively engaged in preventing drug misuse in their schools and communities; 

· information about recovery high schools, which support performance and empower access to student recovery; 

· materials for parents and educators to learn how to talk with kids about the impact of drug use on health; and

· The Opioid Epidemic Practical Toolkit helps faith-based and community leaders heal their communities.



For students who need support and direction, or who would like to share their story, these items are useful: 

· National Institute on Drug Abuse’s “Teen Talk” website; 

· Partnership for Drug-Free Kids’ “Above the Influence” website; and 

· The Crisis Next Door, which is a message from President Trump about the opioid addiction crisis.
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National Alliance of Black School Educators Parent Summit

The 46th Annual Conference of the National Alliance of Black School Educators (NABSE) will host the 12th Annual Parent Summit Nov. 7, 2018, at the Baltimore Convention Center in Baltimore, Maryland.  More than 2,000 educators from across North America and beyond will attend.  The participants include supporters, superintendents, principals, school board members, education human resource professionals, deans, professors, education department heads, administrative and educational support staff, teachers, parents, curriculum specialists, students, clergy and individuals or representatives from organizations concerned about the education of all children. To register for the parent summit, click here.
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The Parent Teacher Home Visit National Conference 

The Parent Teacher Home Visit National Conference will be held at Sheraton Dallas Hotel in Dallas, Texas, on Oct. 18–20, 2018. It is an opportunity to connect with home visit heroes and share best practices from diverse communities throughout the U.S. Participants will include teachers, administrators, union and community leaders, parents and grandparents, students and anyone seeking a deeper understanding and practice of family-school partnership. Register now!

Student Aid Mobile App  

The beta version of the myStudentAid mobile application is now available to download from Apple’s App Store and Google Play.  The app features the myFAFSA component, which can be used to complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA®) form.  The app currently has the 2018–19 FAFSA form; on Oct. 1, it is scheduled to offer the 2019–20 FAFSA form.

Paid Student Internships With the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

Paid Student Internships with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service starting in September — Apply NOW. Are you a student, 18 or older, interested in stewardship of the environment and wildlife conservation? Then consider the list of paid internships below that are currently open at National Wildlife Refuges across the country. In addition to getting paid, you will gain awareness, knowledge and experience working with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service as part of the largest conservation system in the world. For more information, click on the links. Interested individuals should apply through the Student Conservation Association, which engages young people in hands-on service to the land to build a generation of conservation leaders and to inspire lifelong stewardship of the environment and communities. The association partners with national parks to provide uniquely valuable experiences.
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Family Engagement Podcasts

Parents As Teachers National Center has released a podcast series that focuses on family engagement. Episodes of the Intentional Partnerships Podcast offer an on-the-ground perspective from real people — teachers, parents, district administrators, early childhood educators, family support professionals and parent educators — about their hard-earned successes and complex challenges around family engagement. Five of the 11 episodes of the Intentional Partnerships Podcast  have been released.  

The Role of National Service in Improving K–12 Education Outcomes

Webinar: The Role of National Service in Improving K–12 Education Outcomes (Tuesday, Sept. 18, 2018, from 2 to 3:15 p.m. ET)
National service programs provide vital support to students across the nation at various points during their academic journey. Whether it be support for kindergarten readiness, reading proficiency by third grade, or high school graduation and postsecondary success, national service programs have the potential to dramatically reduce education disparities. This webinar, The Role of National Service in Improving K–12 Education Outcomes, will illustrate the role that these programs play in helping communities design and implement local, results-driven and cost-effective solutions to improve student outcomes. Tune in to learn firsthand about the ways you can leverage national service in your own community, as the webinar will also highlight successful program examples. To register for the webinar, click here.
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Every Kid in a Park Continues for Fourth Year

Every Kid in a Park encourages stewardship of public lands by introducing children and underserved communities to park sites, forests and seashores, as well as recreational opportunities within these spaces.  The program provides free passes to fourth-graders and their accompanying families to access hundreds of parks, lands and waters for a year. To obtain a pass, a fourth-grader should get an adult’s permission, and then visit www.everykidinapark.gov to complete an educational activity, and download and print the paper pass voucher.  Some state parks are also honoring the pass.   

  
Constitution Day – Sept.17

Sept. 17 is Constitution Day, commemorating the Sept. 17, 1787, signing of the U.S. Constitution.  In recognition, Congress has mandated that every educational institution receiving federal funding hold an educational program about this seminal document.  To assist students and educators in their studies, the National Archives and Records Administration offers key resources, including a free online version of its U.S. Constitution Day Workshop.  Likewise, free online resources are available from the Library of Congress, the National Endowment for the Humanities and the U.S. Senate.  This year is also the 150th anniversary of the adoption of the 14th Amendment to the Constitution, addressing many aspects of citizenship and the rights of American citizens.

______________________________________________________________
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Photo of school courtesy of DoDEA.
To subscribe, unsubscribe or comment on this newsletter, please email MilitaryContacts@ed.gov.

Touching Base can be found online at http://www2.ed.gov/news/newsletters/touchingbase/index.html.
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