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DoDEA Celebrates Mildred B. Poole Elementary School Dedication

The Department of Defense Education Activity (DoDEA) has hosted a dedication ceremony for the newly constructed Poole Elementary School in Fort Bragg, North Carolina. It is a Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design silver-certified facility with sustainable design strategies and enhancements for energy-efficient lighting, heating, ventilation, and air conditioning systems. The school has teaching tools incorporated into the building, such as a roof garden area, solar panels that provide hot water, and a rainwater harvesting system, as well as an energy dashboard for monitoring.

The school is named after Mildred B. Poole, who coordinated the integration of Fort Bragg schools years ahead of Brown v. Board of Education, the U.S. Supreme Court decision that outlawed segregation in all public schools. Poole hired the school system’s first African American teacher in 1951and established a large nursery and kindergarten with funds supplied by parents. 
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Michelle Allen

Michelle Allen Named the McBride Elementary School Principal for the 2018–19 School Year

Michelle Allen, the principal of Wilson Elementary School in Fort Benning, Georgia, for the past four years, has been named principal at the district’s McBride Elementary School for the 2018–19 school year. In addition to her educational experience, Allen has served our country in the United States Army Reserve and is the mother of two daughters. During her tenure at Wilson Elementary, the school made some notable achievements; it was named one of the Top 10 Partnership Programs, improved standardized testing scores, and increased stakeholder communication. Additionally, the chorus  received a superior rating from the Georgia Music Educators Association’ s Large Group Performance Evaluation, in which students are evaluated against nationally recognized music standards.   

Allen credits her success to a personal motto: attention increases productivity.  
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Ramey Unit School Competes in 2018 eCYBERMISSION

From June 17–22, students from the Ramey Unit School in Puerto Rico competed in the 2018 eCYBERMISSION National Judging and Educational Event, sponsored by the Army Educational Outreach Program and administered by the National Science Teachers Association (NSTA) in Washington D.C.  

The annual eCYBERMISSION competition is a web-based science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM) competition free to students in grades six through nine that promotes self-discovery and enables all students to recognize the real-life applications of STEM.  

The Arlington, Virginia-based National Science Teachers Association is the largest professional organization in the world promoting excellence and innovation in science teaching and learning, preschool through college. NSTA's membership includes approximately 55,000 science teachers, science supervisors, administrators, scientists, business representatives, and others involved in science education.
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Federal Commission on School Safety: Secretary of Homeland Security
Kirstjen Nielsen, Secretary of Health and Human Services Alex Azar,
Secretary of Education, and Attorney General Jeff Sessions hearing
testimonies from subject matter experts.
School Safety Commission Activities  

In June, the Federal Commission on School Safety (FCSS) held its latest formal meeting, as well as two listening sessions, in Washington, D.C. and Lexington, Kentucky. The commission is led by Secretary of Education Betsy DeVos, whom President Donald J. Trump appointed to the position in March 2018. 

The commission is charged with quickly providing meaningful and actionable recommendations to keep students safe at school. In addition to DeVos, its members include Attorney General Jeff Sessions, Secretary of Health and Human Services Alex Azar, and Secretary of Homeland Security Kirstjen Nielsen. 

At the meeting entitled “The Ecology of Schools: Fostering a Culture of Human Flourishing and Developing Character,” the Commission heard from six experts who presented research and findings regarding the effects that entertainment, media, cyberbullying and social media have on violence and student safety. 

During the public listening session in Washington, D.C., stakeholders, experts, and the public came together to share and gather information on how schools, districts, institutions of higher education and other local and state government agencies can improve school safety. 

At the listening session in Kentucky, members of the public and representatives of state and local government agencies were given the opportunity to speak to representatives of the Commission about their views on how to improve school safety. 

To learn more about all of the commission’s  meetings and listening sessions, please visit the FCSS website: https://www.ed.gov/school-safety.
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Secretary Betsy DeVos
DeVos Touts Plan to Merge U. S. Departments of Education and Labor, School Choice
In commentary for Education Week, DeVos praises President Trump’s “bold plan” to unify federal education and workforce efforts. DeVos writes that during her recent trip to Switzerland, the Netherlands, and the United Kingdom, she observed similar approaches. Read more…
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                        Kenneth Marcus                                                                                                             Frank Brogan (left)

New Appointments

Secretary DeVos welcomes Kenneth Marcus as assistant secretary of education for civil rights, and Frank Brogan as assistant secretary of elementary and secondary education. 
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             Scott Stump                                                                                                         James Blew
On July 18, U.S. Secretary of Education Betsy DeVos welcomed Scott Stump, who will serve as assistant secretary for the Office of Career, Technical and Adult Education and James Blew as assistant secretary for the Office of Planning, Evaluation and Policy Development.

	


ANNOUNCEMENTS
Department of Education Accepting Applications for Statewide Family Engagement Centers
The Department is now accepting applications for the Statewide Family Engagement Centers (SFEC) program for fiscal year 2018; the deadline for Notice of Intent to Apply is July 13, 2018, and the deadline for Transmittal of Applications is July 30, 2018. Details on application requirements and criteria can be found in the Federal Register notice dated June 28, 2018.   

Congress authorized funding for the SFEC program through the Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2018. With this funding, an estimated 10 awards of between $500,000 and $1 million will be provided to statewide organizations (or consortia of such organizations) in partnership with at least one state education agency to build capacity for, and advance, high-impact family engagement.
Department of Health and Human Services Calls for Comment on Evidence-Based Programs, Services for Family First Prevention Services Act  
On Friday, June 22, the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) issued its first request for comments on how to define and list services and practices that will qualify under the Family First Prevention Services Act. The comments are due by July 22. Under the Act, HHS is required to establish and maintain a public clearinghouse of practices for mental health and substance abuse prevention and treatment programs and in-home parent skill-based programs that meet the evidence-based standards of "promising," "supported," and "well-supported" practices.  
Peer Reviewers Needed

The U.S. Department of Education needs peer reviewers to read and evaluate applications for the Full-Service Community Schools (FSCS) grant program. Reviewers should come from various backgrounds and professions, including state or local education officials, pre-K through grade-12 coordinators and principals, college or university educators, researchers, and community development practitioners, to read and evaluate applications submitted. For more information, click here.
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Contacts: Carrie Jasper, writer and editor; and Kathy Facon, Jennifer Dailey-Perkins, Maureen Dowling, Gary Jones, Brian Thompson, Jane Hodgdon, Fred Stennis, and Adam Honeysett, contributors. 
Advisers: Karen Stratman and Lisa Ramirez
Photos of students and teacher courtesy of DoDEA.
To subscribe, unsubscribe, or comment on this newsletter, please email MilitaryContacts@ed.gov.

Touching Base can be found online at http://www2.ed.gov/news/newsletters/touchingbase/index.html.
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