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SPOTLIGHTS
Fort Campbell High School Student Is a Finalist for the U.S. Army-Pro Football Hall of Fame Award for Excellence
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John “Jack” Cogbill
John “Jack” Cogbill, a Fort Campbell High School (Kentucky) sophomore, will be recognized as one of 25 high school student-athlete finalists for the U.S. Army-Pro Football Hall of Fame Award for Excellence. Cogbill was captain of his school’s varsity soccer team, as well as a member of the varsity wrestling team. Every U.S. Army-Pro Football Hall of Fame Award for Excellence finalist will be honored in a presentation by Army soldiers and a pro football hall-of-famer in Canton, Ohio, during the 2018 Pro Football Hall of Fame Enshrinement Week in August. For more information, contact Bob Jenkins at robert.n.jenkins.civ@mail.mil or at 270-798-9961, or Brendalyn Carpenter at brendalyn.a.carpenter.civ@mail.mil or at 270-798-4730. Read more at https://www.dodea.edu/Americas/newsroom/pressreleases/FCHS-Student-recognized-as-Finalist-for-the-U-S-Army-Pro-Football-Hall-of-Fame-Award.cfm.

Two Shughart Middle School Social Studies Teachers Recognized Nationally

Two social studies teachers at Shughart Middle School (Cameron, North Carolina), Jaqueline Cates and Annitra Smith, were recently selected to attend two competitive professional development opportunities.

[image: image9.jpg]



Jaqueline Cates

Cates was selected to participate in the Teacher Institute at George Washington’s Mt. Vernon (Virginia). The George Washington Teacher Institute Residential Programs are highly competitive educational experiences, which bring teachers to Mount Vernon for an intensive course of study. Participants immerse themselves in the research and discussion of important themes in American history and the remarkable role George Washington played in the founding of our nation.
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Annitra Smith
Smith was selected to attend the National World War II Museum Summer Teacher Institute. The Summer Teacher Institute is an immersive 16-month professional development experience that focuses on the history and lessons of the WWII era. The program includes both an intensive week seminar at The National WWII Museum in New Orleans and a week excursion to Pearl Harbor. 

To learn more about the recognized teachers, visit https://www.dodea.edu/Americas/newsroom/pressreleases/Two-Shughart-Middle-School-social-studies-teachers-Recognized-Nationally.cfm. 

ED's 2018 ParentCamp: Informed Parents Thrive—Preventing the Summer Slide
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Cindy Risch facilitating a session
Cindy Risch, of Military Child Education Coalition and Parent to Parent, was a facilitator at  ED’s ParentCamp held on April 23 at the U.S. Department of Education. Risch discussed the concept of summer slide and how it can impact all children. Over 300 parents, students, educators, and faith-based and community leaders registered for the event.  All came to experience a ParentCamp “unconference” where individuals shared their knowledge, concerns, and solutions about educating children. There were 27 sessions, including Tips and Tricks From Military Families; Changing the Summer Slide Into the Summer Thrive; Summer Slide Resources and Strategies to Increase Your Parent Toolkit; Supporting Your Child’s Literacy Development During the Summer; Family Engagement Through the Summer; Free Time in the Tech Age; Your Public Library: A Great Friend for the Whole Family; Opioid Prevention; and Rethink School—just to name a few.  To view photos of the event and for more information about ParentCamp, visit https://www.ed.gov/family-and-community-engagement?src=rn or www.parentcamp.org.

DEPARTMENT MESSAGES
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                                                                                    Secretary Betsy DeVos
Secretary Visits Opioid Memorial

Last month, Secretary DeVos visited the National Safety Council’s Prescribed to Death Memorial to victims of opioid misuse. The memorial, located on the Ellipse at the White House, was a powerful reminder of the nation’s opioid epidemic. Opioid overdoses claimed more lives than car crashes in 2016 and 2017, and the effects of opioid misuse are felt by students, parents, and educators across the country. 

ED is taking a number of steps to support the Trump administration’s efforts to fight this “crisis next door.” ED’s website now includes a page providing resources to help schools, students, and families combat the opioid crisis. The National Center on Safe and Supportive Learning Environments is hosting a webinar, “The Opioid Crisis and K–12 Schools: Impact and Response,” designed for state-, district-, and building-level administrators, teachers, and specialized instructional personnel. The ED Fellows held a Twitter chat, using the hashtag #FellowsAtED, on opioids in K–12 schools. Read comments at https://twitter.com/usedgov.
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Visiting ‘s “Prescribed to Death”
Opioid Memorial was a sobering reminder of
the epidemic facing our country and the
impact it has on our children. The Trump
Administration is committed to addressing
this crisis of addiction.





The Nation’s Report Card Is In. How Can We Improve Stagnant Scores? 
Secretary DeVos addressed the recent National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) results at the Reagan Institute Summit on Education (RISE), observing the 35th anniversary of the A Nation at Risk report released under President Ronald Reagan. During a fireside chat with former Secretary of Education William Bennett, DeVos noted, "If you look at per-pupil spending, it's gone up since A Nation at Risk was reported. Scores continue to muddle along. This is not something we're going to spend our way out of, and this is not something we're going to mandate or regulate our way out of." (video). 

American Families to Benefit From Tax-free Withdrawals for Education Expenses

According to an April 17, USA Today op-ed by President Trump, “A typical family of four earning $73,000 a year can expect to see an income tax cut of more than $2,000 when they file their tax return in 2019—slashing their income tax bill in half. The standard deduction has been nearly doubled, so now twice as much income is earned tax-free. The tax law also doubled the child tax credit and lowers rates across the board for hardworking families.”

In addition, the recent Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017 that President Trump signed into law expanded 529 plans. The 529 plans provide tax advantages and potentially other incentives to make it easier to save for college and other postsecondary training, or for tuition in connection with enrollment or attendance at an elementary or secondary public, private, or religious school for a designated beneficiary, such as a child or grandchild. You can learn more about 529 plans here. 
2015–16 Civil Rights Data Collection Released

On April 24, the Department’s Office for Civil Rights (OCR) released the 2015–16 Civil Rights Data Collection (CRDC).  This data, which is self-reported by public school districts, schools, and educational programs, is collected and published biennially by OCR, to be reviewed, analyzed, and utilized by local, state, and federal education leaders.  For example, OCR used the latest CRDC data to produce topic-specific briefs on two major topics: “STEM Course Taking” and “School Climate and Safety.” View CRDC data press release and other information.

Statewide Family Engagement Centers Funded

On March 22, Congress authorized $10 million in federal funding for the Statewide Family Engagement Centers (SFECs) Program in the Omnibus Appropriations Act of 2018 (H.R. 1625). The SFECs Program will help states and school districts promote family involvement in education. 

JUST A REMINDER,
The Department is seeking public comments on the legislation on its Homeroom blog.  All interested parties should submit opinions, ideas, suggestions, and comments on the SFECs Program at https://blog.ed.gov/2018/05/soliciting-input-statewide-family-engagement-centers/.  Comments will be accepted until 5 p.m. ET, on Friday, May 11. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS



Federal Student Aid Webinars

Each month, Federal Student Aid hosts free online events for students and families. This month, view the Twitter conversation “#AskFAFSA Office Hours: Back to School,” and the webinar “Tips on Financially Preparing for College.” For more information, visit https://studentaid.ed.gov/.
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Frances Frost, Family Ambassador
Family Ambassador 

At the beginning of May, Frances Frost’s time as family ambassador came to an end at the U.S. Department of Education (ED). During her 18 months at ED, Frost held policy briefings and roundtables, and traveled to conferences across the country to share the missions of the Department and the administration. As a result of her ambassadorship, parents now have a better understanding of the inner workings of the federal government’s role in education. The Department thanks Frances sincerely for her service to both parents and educators over the course of the past two years.
______________________________________________________________
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