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Jordan kicks a football.
Quantico Student Represented the United States in International Bowl IX
A sophomore at Quantico Middle/High School in Virginia recently represented the United States in International Bowl IX as a member of the U.S. Under-17 Select Team. 

Jordan Lane was selected from more than 10,000 current high school athletes. The International Bowl is a collaboration of USA Football and football governing bodies in each competing country. The NCAA recognizes USA Football’s International Bowl as a national team competition.
more…



Tools for Service Members and Veterans
The Consumer Financial Protection Bureau’s Office of Financial Education  holds monthly webinars with valuable information for people’s use in making better choices about their money. Watch the recording
. For more information, email CFPB_FinEx@cfpb.gov or call 855-411-2372. (The information is available in more than 180 languages.)
Richard G. Wilson Elementary School Is Closing at the End of School Year 2017–18

The Department of Defense Education Activity has decided to close Richard G. Wilson Elementary School at Fort Benning, Georgia due to declining enrollment at the end of school year 2017–2018. This was a collaborative decision involving the community superintendent and the Fort Benning Garrison leadership. Students will be reassigned to two other newly constructed schools. For more information, click here.
DEPARTMENT MESSAGES

Secretary DeVos Hosts First Meeting of Federal School Safety Commission 
Secretary of Education Betsy DeVos hosted the first meeting of the administration’s Federal Commission on School Safety last week, joined by Attorney General Jeff Sessions, Secretary of Health and Human Services Alex Azar, and Secretary of Homeland Security Kirstjen Nielsen. 
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Watch the recap video here. 

The Commission will continue to engage stakeholders and will hold field hearings in the coming weeks to solicit solutions and best practices from the public. 

Have your own ideas on how we can improve school safety? Send them to safety@ed.gov.
White House Launches Websites for Opioid Policy Rollout 
More Americans died from opioid overdoses than from car crashes in 2016. President Donald J. Trump is confronting this crisis by promoting safer prescribing and reducing the flow of illicit drugs. In coordination with President Trump’s opioid policy rollout, the White House has launched two websites, one to fight against stigma and the other to inform the public about the administration’s efforts to combat the crisis. 

CrisisNextDoor.gov – This website is a story collection organized so that citizens can submit their stories to demonstrate the broad swaths of lives touched by the epidemic and thus reduce the stigma of the opioid crisis.

Opioids.gov – The site outlines the core causes of this epidemic and the actions of the Trump administration related to overprescribing, stopping the flow of illicit opioids, and increasing access to treatment – all pillars of the president’s opioid plan. 

Secretary’s Grant Priorities Released
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The Department has released the secretary’s final supplemental priorities for competitive grant programs. The secretary may choose to use one or more of the priorities in competitions for new grant awards this year and in future years. These priorities align with the vision set forth by the secretary to support the expansion of high-quality educational opportunities available to students. Read more…
ANNOUNCEMENTS
ED's 2018 ParentCamp
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ParentCamp: Informed Families Thrive — Preventing the Summer Slide    
Parents, students, educators, and faith-based and community representatives are invited to talk and share experiences, concerns and solutions in order to make informed decisions about their children’s education in a series of workshop sessions facilitated by ED staff and invited guests. The sessions will focus on resources, information, and tips parents and families can use to prevent summer slide. Topics will include student use of technology and library programs during the summer months.

Day/Date/Time: 
Monday, April 23, 2018, 8:30 a.m. – 1:40 p.m. 

Location: 
United States Department of Education
Lyndon B. Johnson Building
400 Maryland Avenue, S.W.  
Washington, D.C.   

Registration will end on Friday, April 6, 2018 at close of business. The event is free and open to the community. However, seating is limited and attendees must register.  You must bring a government-issued photo ID in order to enter the Department as an expected guest for this event. For more information and to register, visit http://www.ed.gov/family-and-community-engagement.   
Family Engagement Summit: Powered by Teach to Lead 
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                                                                                                Eleven project teams and critical friends

On the weekend of March 9, the Department hosted Family Engagement Summit: Powered by Teach to Lead, in Baltimore, Maryland. 

Eleven project teams consisting of teachers, administrators, community representatives and parents from school districts across the country attended. Teams from Baltimore, Houston, Philadelphia and Washington, D.C. attended, as did ones from Albuquerque, New Mexico; Arlington, Virginia; and Springdale, Arkansas. Each team was assigned a “critical friend,” (a professional educator, ED staff member or teacher from ED who served as a mentor) who worked with members on developing action plans to address an area of student achievement that can be improved by leveraging family engagement. Team projects at the Baltimore summit focused on varying areas, including improving student outcomes in attendance, behavior, and literacy; engaging parents in general, and fathers in particular, in education; childhood development and discipline; effective use of parent advisory boards; and parent understanding and use of state report cards.

The summit was based on the Teach to Lead model, which works to support teachers as valued experts in instruction and their students’ needs.

Worst Flu Season in Nearly a Decade

On the Feb 9  PBS News Hour , Anchor Judy Woodruff asked Dr. Anne Schuchat, acting director of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, for advice on how to avoid the flu. Schuchat advised the following:
“…If you are feeling well, keep washing your hands, cover your cough or sneeze. And if you do get sick, please stay home from work or school, so that you don’t spread the flu. What’s a mild illness for you could be something severe for one of your coworkers or your classmates. If you have the flu and you are pregnant or elderly or have heart or lung disease, we hope that you’re seeking medical care, because prompt treatment with antivirals can be lifesaving.”

The doctor also reminded viewers that it is still not too late to receive the flu shot.

To hear entire interview, go to https://www.pbs.org/newshour/show/what-you-need-to-know-about-the-worst-flu-season-in-nearly-a-decade#audio. 
______________________________________________________________
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