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SPOTLIGHTS


November Is Military Family Appreciation Month
Military Family Appreciation Month is celebrated every November to recognize and honor military families for their contributions and sacrifices. Behind these brave service members stand their spouses, children, parents, and other loved ones, who give up precious time bearing the burden of long deployments and multiple moves. The selfless dedication and commitment of military families directly contributes to the readiness of our nation.

Antilles High School and the National Aeronautics and Space Administration Partner for Student Success
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Notlim M. Burgos, a NASA engineer, teaching students using video conferencing
The Advancement Via Individual Determination (AVID) program is a college-readiness program at AHS designed to help students develop the skills they need to succeed in their post-high school studies. The program places special emphasis on growing students’ writing, critical thinking, teamwork, organization, and reading skills.

On Oct. 16, AVID offered its students and those from other AHS classes a video conference with Notlim M. Burgos, an engineer from the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA).

Burgos talked with students about how she got into engineering and described her studies as an intern in a co-op program between the university and NASA in 2006. She also described how, after graduation, she became a full-time employee at the Marshal Space Flight Center and moved on to the Kennedy Space Center in 2016. Burgos told students that NASA offers many programs where they can get “hands-on practice” to increase their knowledge and experience. AHS students enthusiastically asked questions, and Burgos showcased models of the rockets on which she is currently working. The students were thrilled to hear from a NASA engineer.
Special Education Community Training: Teaching Special Needs Students to Succeed in a Dynamic World
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Community training in action
Students in the special education program for those with moderate to severe disabilities at Antilles High School in Fort Buchanan, Puerto Rico, get an opportunity to participate in weekly community training activities. They visit shopping malls, postal offices, restaurants, train stations, museums, movie theaters, and other places in the community. During these community training outings, students practice the independent living skills taught in their classrooms in real-life settings. Skills practiced include managing money, making change, locating a particular store in a shopping mall, locating restrooms, ordering from a menu, paying a restaurant bill and calculating the tip, and selecting a movie and purchasing a movie ticket. Exposure to these activities is significant as they assist students with their transition to postsecondary adult life. 
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Real-life experiences for students with special needs.
Fort Campbell High School Student Shares His Journey as a Finalist for the 2018 National Military Youth of the Year
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Brandon Clay, Fort Campbell High School student
A student at Fort Campbell High School (FCHS) in Kentucky, Brandon Clay, recently competed as a national finalist for the 2018 National Military Youth of the Year, sponsored by the Boys & Girls Clubs of America and the Department of Defense in Washington, D.C.  

The Military Youth of the Year program recognizes outstanding youth, like Brandon, who live within the military community. Students are evaluated on service, academic excellence, leadership positions, and participation within the Boys & Girls Clubs in their communities.

Brandon works with the Boys & Girls Club of America’s SMART (Skills Mastery and Resilience Training) Moves, and the Keystone Club at the Fort Campbell Youth Center to help raise awareness of bullying and suicide. (The former program is designed to teach young people responsible behavior; the latter provides teens with leadership development opportunities.)  Learn more here.



FCHS College and Career Week Helps Students Develop Post-Graduation Plans
FCHS students learned about careers, college applications, and opportunities afforded by the Army during a college and career week held during the first week of October. More than 20 guests — speakers and recruiters — visited FCHS, where they spoke with more than 90 classes and helped students develop plans for their future. The visitors included representatives from the Kentucky National Guard; the American Red Cross; Fort Campbell Public Works Environmental Division; Fort Campbell Parent to Parent; Austin Peay State University in Clarksville, Tennessee; and Murray State University in Murray, Kentucky.

DEPARTMENT MESSAGES
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Secretary Betsy DeVos: Proposed Title IX Rule Provides Clarity for Schools, Support for Survivors, and Due Process Rights for All   

Department of Education Welcomes Public Comment on Draft Rule
Continuing its efforts to ensure equal access to education free from discrimination, on Nov. 16, the U.S. Department of Education released its proposal to improve schools’ responses to sexual harassment and assault. The proposed regulation under Title IX, the federal civil rights law that prohibits discrimination on the basis of sex in education programs or activities that receive federal funding, was developed after more than a year of research, deliberation, and gathering input from students, advocates, school administrators, Title IX coordinators, and other stakeholders. Read more.  The proposed regulations, released Nov. 16, will be considered through the rulemaking requirements of the Administrative Procedure Act and will be open for public comment for 60 days from the date of publication in the Federal Register.

To view the Department’s one-page fact sheet of the proposed Title IX rule, click here. 

To take a deeper dive and review the proposed rule’s section-by-section summary, click here. 

To view the proposed rule in its entirety, click here. 

To hear more from Secretary DeVos about her commitment to balancing the scales of justice in our schools, click here.
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Secretary DeVos speaking at the 2018 Federal Student Aid Training Conference
Secretary DeVos Warns of Student Debt Crisis in Remarks at 2018 Federal Student Aid Training Conference

On Nov. 27, U.S. Secretary of Education Betsy DeVos addressed financial aid professionals from across the country at the annual Federal Student Aid Training Conference in Atlanta. During her remarks, the secretary discussed the launch of the first-ever myStudentAid mobile app and explained the need for future improvements to it and to student financial literacy.

“Imagine how students would benefit if they could easily and continually plan and budget for their education, if they could seamlessly access personalized insights about the outcomes of the program they are considering,” the secretary stated. “We are working to bring new tools like these online soon, so that in partnership with you, we can all fulfill our charge to help students earn their degree and be positioned to succeed when they enter repayment.”

She also described the need to raise awareness of the student loan crisis, as well as the four principles to consider when looking for solutions on distributing, administering, and managing student aid. To read speech highlights and the full speech by the secretary, click here, and for more information on student financial aid, click here.
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Legislation Addresses Nation’s Opioid Crisis

On Oct. 24, President Trump signed into law sweeping legislation to address the nation’s opioid crisis.  The Substance Use-Disorder Prevention that Promotes Opioid Recovery and Treatment (SUPPORT) for Patients and Communities Act authorizes $50 million in grants per year for the next five years to help states and districts support students who have experienced trauma related to opioid abuse. This support can include some schoolwide behavioral interventions.  The bill also authorizes $10 million in grants per year for five years to help districts and nonprofit organizations prevent and treat substance abuse disorders in children and young adults (see a roundup of supportive statements).
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First Lady Melania Trump and Education Secretary Betsy DeVos welcome

a group of sixth-graders to the White House theater for a screening of “Wonder.”

U.S. First Lady Melania Trump and Secretary DeVos Host Sixth-Grade Students for a Screening of the Motion Picture “Wonder”

U.S. first lady Melania Trump and Secretary Betsy DeVos hosted 30 local sixth-grade students from Digital Pioneers Academy for a screening of the motion picture “Wonder” at the White House on Oct. 23. According to the first lady's office, “The movie celebrates October’s National Bullying Prevention Month by highlighting the importance of choosing kindness — a core belief of Mrs. Trump’s Be Best campaign.”
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Secretary DeVos Kicks Off "Rethink School" Tour in Georgia and Alabama

DeVos traveled to Atlanta, Georgia, and Huntsville, Alabama, to kick off her "Rethink School" tour on Oct. 3. At the Georgia Institute of Technology, DeVos learned about student programs, including CREATE-X, InVenture, and Project ENGAGES. The secretary and Federal Student Aid Chief Strategy and Transformation Officer Wayne Johnson also cohosted a round table for students to demonstrate the newly launched myStudentAid mobile application.  
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Secretary DeVos at NASA Marshall Space Flight Center

Following her visit to the Georgia Institute of Technology, DeVos visited the National Aeronautics and Space Administration’s Marshall Space Flight Center and the U.S. Space & Rocket Center. While at the latter, the secretary saw firsthand the center’s hands-on, out-of-the-classroom learning experiences for students. She also delivered remarks on the importance of rethinking education in order to improve outcomes for students.

[image: image12.jpg]



Secretary DeVos meets with teacher-leaders from Educators for Excellence
Secretary DeVos Convenes Teacher-Leaders at Department of Education to Discuss Professional Development, Teacher Empowerment

On Nov. 6, Secretary DeVos met with teachers from Educators for Excellence to get their input on how the Department can help to elevate, support, and honor teachers and the teaching profession. The focus of the discussion, held at Department headquarters in Washington, D.C., was on professional development, retention, and teacher recognition. The secretary heard from several teachers, who covered topics such as (1) how access to meaningful professional development can improve teacher performance and student outcomes; (2) the need to be fairly compensated for their work and expertise; and (3) their desire to be recognized as professionals who can provide valuable input at the school, local, state, and federal levels. 

“I’m grateful for the opportunity to have met with this outstanding group of teacher-leaders,” said Secretary DeVos. “For too long, in too many schools, teachers have been given a binary choice — stay in the classroom or become an administrator. Teachers need access to additional pathways for growth, improvement, and recognition. I look forward to continuing this important conversation as we work to find ways to elevate and improve the teaching profession and ensure teachers are valued as the professionals they are.” 

The Nov. 6 teacher round table was one of several the secretary has hosted over the last few months with teachers from across the country.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
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U. S. Department of Education Fulfills Administration Promise to Invest $200 Million in STEM 
Nov. 8, the U.S. Department of Education (Department announced that it has not only fulfilled but also surpassed President Trump’s directive to invest $200 million in high-quality science, technology, engineering and math (STEM), including computer science education. In total, the Department obligated $279 million in STEM discretionary grant funds in fiscal year 2018.    

The Department’s efforts to support STEM education, through the secretary’s STEM discretionary grant priority, includes several programs. The Department will continue to focus on plugging “leaks” in the STEM education pipeline. To learn more, click here.
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Secretary DeVos Releases Guide to Help Families Understand School Report Cards as Required by ESSA
Building on her commitment to empower parents and guardians with relevant, transparent information about their local schools, on Nov. 7 Secretary DeVos released a resource guide for understanding state and local report cards, as required by the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA). 

“This guide demonstrates our ongoing commitment to providing parents with user-friendly tools and the information necessary to make informed decisions,” said Secretary DeVos. “Informed parents become empowered and engaged parents who are able to better advocate on behalf of their children.” 

On Nov. 8 and 9, the Department’s Office of Educational Technology hosted a Report Card Design Challenge. The event invited web content creators to design user-friendly, easy-to-understand report card landing pages and per-pupil expenditure pages. To learn more about the design challenge, click here. 

To find all ESSA resources, including a parent’s guide to ESSA, click here.
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The FAFSA® Form Has More Mobile Options!
It’s that time of year again. The 2019–20 Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA®) form launched on Oct. 1, and students can now fill out their FAFSA form using the new myStudentAid app and the redesigned fafsa.gov website. 

To fill out the FAFSA form, students can simply download the myStudentAid app (iOS or Android) and fill it out from a mobile device, or visit fafsa.gov and fill out the form using the device of their choice, including a smartphone, tablet, or laptop. 

For more information and resources, click here.
	

	





For more information and resources click here.
American Association of School Librarians Grants Opportunity 
Dollar General, in collaboration with the American Association of School Librarians, the American Library Association, and the National Education Association, is offering disaster-relief grants, to public school libraries in the communities served by Dollar General.

[image: image19.png]American Association
of School Librarians

moL TRANSFORMING LEARNING




The Dollar General School Library Relief Fund provides grants of up to $20,000 to pre-K–12 public schools whose library programs have been affected by a natural disaster, fire, or an act of terrorism. Schools that have absorbed a significant number of displaced or evacuee students are also eligible to apply. Grant applications are accepted on an ongoing basis. Visit the AASL website here to submit an online application.
______________________________________________________________

Contacts: Carrie Jasper, writer and editor; and Kathy Facon, Jennifer Dailey-Perkins, Maureen Dowling, Gary Jones, Brian Thompson, Angelique N. Bey, Andrea Falken, Sam Ryan, and Adam Honeysett, contributors. 
Advisers: Karen Stratman and Macy Mount
Photos courtesy of DoDEA, Yvonne Saunders, Luis Rodriguez, Caren Caez.
To subscribe, unsubscribe or comment on this newsletter, please email MilitaryContacts@ed.gov.

Touching Base can be found online at http://www2.ed.gov/news/newsletters/touchingbase/index.html.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Note: This document contains information for readers about and from public and private entities and organizations. Inclusion does not constitute an endorsement by the U.S. Department of Education of any entity or organization or the products or services offered or views expressed. This publication also contains hyperlinks and URLs created and maintained by outside organizations. They are provided for the reader’s convenience; however, the Department is not responsible for the accuracy of this information.
	2
	Touching Base –  July 2018
Department of Education Newsletter for Military Families



