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NEW Resource!
For Back to School and beyond ;W/

Impactful conversations about the challenges
military-connected children face.

FOR THE SAKE
OF THE

BACK TO
SCHOOL

with the Biden Foundation
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SPOTLIGHTS
October Is Bullying Prevention Month
Bullying prevention remains one of DoDEA’s top priorities. In order to help educate about and raise awareness of bullying prevention, DoDEA actively acknowledges National Bullying Prevention Month in October. Multiple events will be featured throughout the month, including a social media campaign using the hashtag #DoDEAAgainstBullying.

School staff and students are encouraged to post photos and videos showcasing their bullying prevention activities and efforts throughout the month. DoDEA will also be posting on a variety of bullying prevention and education topics geared towards students, parents, and school staff, including the following:

      teasing
      isolation
      rumors
      threatening behaviors
      physical harm
      cyberbullying

For more information and ideas visit https://www.dodea.edu/dodeaCelebrates/BullyPrevMonth.cfm.  




For the Sake of the Child   
The Military Child Education Coalition is introducing For the Sake of the Child, a new podcast series of conversations about the challenges military-connected children face as they navigate multiple education systems from birth through high school.  Visit https://militarychild.podbean.com/ for a list of podcasts and more information.
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Fort Knox High School Art Classes Collaborate With Smithsonian American Art Museum 

The Fundamentals of Art and Studio Art classes at Fort Knox High School collaborated with the Smithsonian American Art Museum (SAAM) in August and continued to meet during the month of September. Students learned about architectural structure as it relates to the elements and principles of art.  Future sessions will include Choosing and Labeling Your Art.  Marin Williams was their Video Conferencing instructor during these sessions.
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Antilles High School Open House Strengthens Partnership With Families
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On Sept.13, Antilles High School (AHS) faculty and staff hosted their Open House/Parent-Teacher Conference. The event is an opportunity to strengthen the climate of shared responsibility within the school's culture.  It consisted of informal presentations to families to acquaint them with the curriculum, related instructional materials, and other details that the AHS team will provide for students' academic success.  Additionally, several community-based organizations had representatives available to share information.     

Parents in attendance were eager to learn how to access the technology tools GradeSpeed and Schoology, and DoDEA information databases. In addition, they received information about general issues, such as school policies, procedures, and expectations.  Parents also scheduled parent/teacher conferences.

Antilles High School Celebrates Resilience Through Hurricane Maria With Mural
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Antilles High School (Ft. Buchanan, Puerto Rico) seniors painted a mural on the school’s hallway walls to commemorate their time in high school.  While most are of favorite sayings and inspirational quotes, others are of their fond memories.  While graduating seniors were enjoying the summer, Kaitly Perez took it upon herself to add to the mural by striving to capture the true essence of the Puerto Rican spirit.  

During her senior year, Kaitly experienced one of our nation's most tragic events.  Hurricane Maria ravished this American territory, destroying everything in its path and killing 2,795 people, with many more left homeless.  Many people lived without power, running water, and gasoline for months.  Kaitly's school was closed for three weeks until repairs were completed.  

Even upon returning, many students and faculty would endure hardships for months.  Through all this, people tried to "normalize" their lives.  It was this sense of spirit that inspired Kaitly.  She spent over 60 hours painting, ensuring the mural represented her true feelings.   To read more about the murals and Kaitly Perez, go to https://www.dodea.edu/DoDEA-Features.cfm?id=A3D2BD9D-5056-8959-9C3338A842108F20. 
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DEPARTMENT MESSAGES

Secretary DeVos Unveils Parents’ Guide to ESSA Flexibilities

On Oct. 4, Secretary of Education Betsy DeVos released a parent- and guardian-friendly guide to the important flexibilities in the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA).  The “Dear Parent” letter, written in plain language, was released at a roundtable with parents, students, and educators in Mississippi as part of the secretary’s “Rethink School” tour. The guide, Understanding the Every Student Succeeds Act: A Parents’ Guide to the Nation’s Landmark Education Law, is available here.   

The guide includes a 19-slide presentation that highlights the different ways states and districts can meet the letter of the law. Along with the guide, a summary document highlights the options that ESSA provides to states and school districts, and a more technical document explains how ESSA’s flexibility can affect the way that states, districts, and schools meet the law’s requirements for academic standards, testing, and more. 

You can find these materials, along with all the other ESSA resources, here. To read supportive statements of others for the parents’ guide to ESSA flexibilities, click here.

Secretary DeVos Spoke at the National Constitution Center's Annual Constitution Day Celebration
On Sept. 17, Secretary DeVos spoke at the National Constitution Center’s Annual Constitution Day Celebration in Philadelphia. The secretary’s remarks highlighted the freedoms all Americans are afforded under the Constitution. 

“Constitution Day,” she said, “brings focus to the importance of civic education and its essential role in the health of our constitutional republic. … The freedom to express ourselves … [is] preserved in our Declaration of Independence, …  our rights are endowed by our Creator, not by any man-made government. … The fundamental mission of formal learning is to provide a forum for students to discover … where they want to go in life. … America is the hope for the world. Let’s resolve to get back to believing in and living out our freedoms in ways our Framers – and our Creator – designed.”

To read the entire speech, please go to https://www.ed.gov/news/speeches/remarks-secretary-devos-national-constitution-centers-annual-constitution-day-celebration.

G20 Education and Employment Ministerial Meetings
During the week of Sept. 3, Secretary DeVos traveled to South America. She visited schools in Chile and Argentina to learn about their approaches to career and technical education. She also led the U.S. delegation at the first-ever meeting of the Group of 20 (G20) Education Ministers and the first-ever joint meeting of G20 Education and Employment Ministers. Below are excerpts of the secretary’s speech to the education ministers. 

“This gathering provides an important opportunity to learn from each other, acknowledging the vital link between education and the economy.  … How we approach education must reflect the realities of today's economy … 
… students must be prepared to anticipate and adapt. They need to acquire and master broadly transferrable and versatile educational competencies like critical thinking, collaboration, communication, creativity and cultural intelligence. 

Ultimately, … we … [must] … rethink education, and the 21st-century global economy requires that we do so. ‘Rethink’ means we question everything to ensure nothing limits a student from being prepared for what comes next.”

Please view the secretary’s remarks at the G20 Education Ministers Meeting. 

The  G20 Education Ministers' Declaration 2018  reaffirms the unique role of education as a key driver of fair and sustainable development. It acknowledges the need to place education “at the center of the global agenda” and underlines the importance of creating coordinated education and employment policies to address the future of work.  The secretary spoke to reporters in a conference call after the summit.  

National Center for Education Statistics Has Our Number When It Comes to the New School Year

The U.S. Department of Education’s National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) is the nation’s foremost authority on education facts and figures. According to NCES, there are a number of things — or, more accurately, numbers of things — that stand out about the new 2018–19 school year. For example, over 50 million students are projected to attend public elementary and secondary schools, and nearly 6 million will likely go to private schools across America. About 20 million students will attend U.S. colleges and universities, comprising around 11 million female students and nearly 9 million male students. Public schools will average one teacher for every 16 students, and about 3.6 million students are expected to graduate from high school. For further details on these statistics, and even more eye-opening numbers, see Back to School by the Numbers: 2018 or visit the NCES website.  
ANNOUNCEMENTS
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U.S. Department of Agriculture Provides Hurricane Florence Victims Needed Relief and Recovery Aid

On Sept. 21, as Hurricane Florence approached, U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue directed the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) to use all available authorities to ensure the security and safety of those in the path of the storm, and to aid victims in their recovery efforts. USDA staff in the regional, state, and county offices are actively responding, providing emergency response staffing and a variety of program flexibilities and other assistance to residents, agricultural producers, and impacted communities at large.

USDA has a host of programs to help. Visit USDA's disaster resources website to learn more about USDA disaster preparedness and response. For more information on USDA’s disaster assistance programs, please contact your local USDA Service Center. To find the local USDA Service Center, go to offices.usda.gov.
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The 2019–20 FAFSA® Form Is Now Available Via fafsa.gov Website and the New myStudentAid Mobile App
The 2019–20 Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA®) form is now available to students and parents to complete through the fafsa.gov website and the NEW myStudentAid mobile app.  The newly designed website and app make it easier for students and parents to apply for federal student aid via any device.  With fafsa.gov, students and parents can complete the FAFSA form on a mobile device with the same ease as on a desktop or laptop computer.  The new myStudentAid app can be downloaded in both the Apple App Store (iOS) and Google Play (Android), and used to perform such functions as completing the FAFSA form, viewing federal student aid history at myFederalLoans, and viewing and comparing information about schools via myCollegeScorecard.  StudentAid.gov will continue to be the primary resource for information on federal financial aid. 

Upcoming Webinars

Federal Student Aid regularly hosts webinars for students, parents, student loan borrowers, and college access professionals. So keep an eye on StudentAid.gov/events for upcoming webinars in October and November, and other events for students, parents, and borrowers; and watch the Get Training page on the Financial Aid Toolkit for Counselors FinancialAidToolkit.ed.gov/training to find webinars intended to enhance your professional development. 

Missed a webinar? You can view the recording online
We understand that sometimes you can't watch a webinar live. To ensure you don't miss out on useful i
nformation, we have recorded all of our webinars and posted them at StudentAid.gov/resources#webinars. 
For webinars that cover topics just for college access professionals, please go to FinancialAidToolkit.ed.gov/resources and scroll down to “College Access Professionals” under the “Audience Group” menu. 
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National Alliance of Black School Educators Parent Summit

The 46th Annual Conference of the National Alliance of Black School Educators (NABSE) will host the 12th Annual Parent Summit Nov. 7, 2018, at the Baltimore Convention Center in Baltimore, Maryland.  More than 2,000 educators from across North America and beyond will attend.  The participants include supporters, superintendents, principals, school board members, education human resource professionals, deans, professors, education department heads, administrative and educational support staff, teachers, parents, curriculum specialists, students, clergy, and individuals or representatives from organizations concerned about the education of all children. To register for the parent summit, click here.
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The Parent Teacher Home Visits National Conference 

The Parent Teacher Home Visits National Conference was held at the Sheraton Dallas Hotel in Dallas, Texas, on Oct. 18–20, 2018. It was an opportunity to connect with home visit heroes and share best practices from diverse communities throughout the U.S. Participants included teachers, administrators, union and community leaders, parents and grandparents, students, and anyone seeking a deeper understanding and practice of family-school partnerships.
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To subscribe, unsubscribe or comment on this newsletter, please email MilitaryContacts@ed.gov.

Touching Base can be found online at http://www2.ed.gov/news/newsletters/touchingbase/index.html.
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