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DeVos: Supreme Court Sends Clear Message that Religious Discrimination Cannot Be Tolerated
On June 26, the United States Supreme Court announced its ruling in Trinity Lutheran Church of Columbia vs. Comer, holding that the government may not deny a generally available benefit on account of an organization’s religious identity. Trinity Lutheran Church in Missouri applied for a state grant to resurface its playground and was ranked as a strong potential candidate for the program. The state of Missouri denied public funds to the church simply because it is a religious organization. After the ruling, U.S. Secretary of Education Betsy DeVos released the following statement: 

“This decision marks a great day for the Constitution and sends a clear message that religious discrimination in any form cannot be tolerated in a society that values the First Amendment. We should all celebrate the fact that programs designed to help students will no longer be discriminated against by the government based solely on religious affiliation.”

Secretary DeVos Hosts Title IX Listening Sessions
The secretary and senior Department officials have been engaged in ongoing discussions with students, parents, schools, advocacy groups and experts to learn about their experiences and hear their views on how the Department can best fulfill its obligations to protect students under Title IX.

On July 13, U.S. Secretary of Education Betsy DeVos convened a diverse group of stakeholders at the Department of Education to discuss the impact of the Department’s Title IX sexual assault guidance on students, families and institutions.  In three 90-minute roundtable discussions, the secretary met with 1) survivors of sexual violence; 2) students who have been falsely accused and disciplined under Title IX; and 3) representatives of education institutions and subject-matter experts.

ED in the Community   
ED’s Summer Reading Program

On July 12, Secretary DeVos kicked off the Department’s summer reading program at the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts in Washington, D.C.  This program is designed to encourage students to continue and stay actively engaged in learning while on summer break.  Students in attendance had the opportunity to read with the secretary, explore the Kennedy Center and enjoy a private concert by high school students in the Kennedy Center’s Summer Music Institute. The secretary will host additional educational activities throughout the summer.

Craig Melvin interviews Secretary DeVos

NBC News’ Craig Melvin sat down with Secretary of Education Betsy DeVos for her first network news interview. He also hosted a segment on charter schools featuring Boys Latin of Philadelphia Charter School, an all-boys high school in West Philadelphia. Watch the segments on “Sunday Night with Megyn Kelly.” 

EVENTS 
ED’s 2017 Family Forum 

Join us at the U.S. Department of Education on Oct. 23, 2017, for ED’s 2017 Family Forum.  

Parents, educators, students, faith-based and community representatives will come together to talk about the things that matter most to them. The event is free and open to the community. For more information, visit http://www.ed.gov/family-and-community-engagement.      

SPOTLIGHTS
DoDEA's Tarawa Terrace Elementary School Named 2017 Green Ribbon School Recipient

DoDEA's Tarawa Terrace Elementary School at Marine Corps Base Camp Lejeune, North Carolina (DoDEA Mid-Atlantic District) was named by the U.S Department of Education as a 2017 Green Ribbon Schools Awardee. 

For more information, visit http://www.dodea.edu/Offices/logistics/greenRibbons.cfm and http://www.dodea.edu/Offices/logistics/2017-Awardees.cfm.  

The DoDEA Artist Spotlight   

The DoDEA Artist Spotlight is a monthly artwork challenge open to current DoDEA students and held on the DoDEA Facebook page. Students are encouraged to submit a work of art, including photographs, digital artwork, and other 2-D or 3-D artwork that relates to the monthly theme. Facebook members will have the opportunity to vote on their favorite image by selecting the Facebook "Like" button. The image with the most Facebook likes is announced as the favorite at the end of the challenge and showcased on both the DoDEA website and the DoDEA Facebook page. For more information, visit http://www.dodea.edu/students/artistSpotlight/index.cfm.

RESOURCES
[image: image5.jpg]Welcome to the U.S. Department of Education’s Individuals with Disabilities Education Act
(IDEA) website, which brings together IDEA information and resources from the
Department and our grantees.

Whether you are a student, parent, educator, service provider, or grantee, you are here
because you care about children with disabilities and their families and want to find
information and explore resources on infants, toddlers, children, and youth with
disabilities.




Individuals with Disabilities Education Act’s New Website

Visit the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act’s (IDEA’s) new website.  The new site incorporates improved site navigation and design, expanded search options, audience-specific information and expanded content with streamlined resources (flyer). Please provide feedback on the IDEA site through the OSERS Blog.
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PTA and the Every Student Succeeds Act (E55A)





6 Keys to Engaging Families in ESSA 
The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) provides a unique opportunity for parents and families to give their input and to hold states and districts accountable for their children’s educational experience.  

Though parents are essential partners in education, they haven’t always been included at the decision-making table. This has caused confusion, mistrust and backlash when new initiatives— whether at the federal, state or local level—have been considered and implemented.  

National PTA has identified six critical ways states, school districts and schools should be engaging parents and families as part of ESSA (or any new education initiative).  These are 1) representation, 2) transparency, 3) equity, 4) information, 5) accessibility and 6) feedback. For more information and a rubric to evaluate your state, visit www.pta.org/essa. 
ANNOUNCEMENTS
U.S. Department of Education Green Ribbon Schools, Districts, and Postsecondary Institutions Recognized; 2017 Green Strides Tour Announced

Forty-five schools—39 public schools (including one charter and five magnet schools) and six private schools—and nine districts were honored on July 19. They received District Sustainability awards for their exemplary efforts to reduce environmental impact and costs, promote better health and ensure effective environmental education. Forty-four percent of honorees serve a disadvantaged student body, 14 percent are rural, and three schools are community and career and technical colleges.  In addition, nine colleges and universities were honored with Postsecondary Sustainability awards.

Director of the Campaign for Environmental Literacy James L. Elder, Director of the Center for Green Schools at the U.S. Green Building Council Anisa Heming, ED’s Assistant Secretary for Management Holly Ham, and National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration Education Director Louisa Koch congratulated the awardees on their achievements at a ceremony in Washington, D.C. 

View the list of all selected schools, district and postsecondary institutions, and summaries of each of the 63 honorees.  More information on the federal recognition award can be found here. Resources for all schools to meet the award criteria can be found here.
2017 Green Strides Tour

Assistant U.S. Secretary of Education for Management Holly Ham also announced the 2017 Green Strides Tour on the theme “Taking Learning Outside.”  This year’s tour will take place in Georgia this September, and spotlight outdoor education in its many forms. 
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Fourteenth Teacher Leadership Summit  

Teach to Lead will be hosting the 14th Teacher Leadership Summit in Austin, Texas, Sept. 22–24, 2017.  The summit will bring teacher leaders and other stakeholders together to collaborate, problem solve, and develop action plans to benefit students and schools. Teams must contain at least one practicing classroom teacher, and idea submissions can address any perceived area of need in schools.  
Idea Submissions
Ideas can focus on addressing any area of need or problem in schools identified by a team.  However, all submissions MUST

· allow for teachers to lead without leaving the classroom and utilize their professional experience and expertise;

· leverage collaboration among multiple stakeholders;

· consider viability of the local context and sustainability over time;

· demonstrate potential for measurable progress over time; and

· focus on change at the school, district, state or national level.

Ideas may be functioning at any stage of development. For example, they can be 

· an emerging idea requiring input and/or buy-in from stakeholders;

· a recently launched idea being developed in collaboration with recruited stakeholders; or

· a mature idea that has been implemented and is ripe for improvement or expansion.

The deadline for idea submissions for the Austin Teacher Leadership Summit is Aug. 9, 2017.  For more information and to register, click here.
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