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Education Appropriations

On May 23, President Trump submitted his Fiscal Year 2018 budget request to Congress, laying out a series of proposals and priorities designed to ensure every student has an equal opportunity to receive a high-quality education. For the Department of Education, the President is requesting $59 billion in discretionary funding, a decrease of $9 billion -- or 13% -- below the Further Continuing Appropriations Act, 2017 level (see fact sheet).

There are five major themes in the budget:

· Creating New Education Options through School Choice (blog post)

· Maintaining Support for the Nation’s Most Vulnerable Students (blog post)

· Simplifying Funding for Postsecondary Education (blog post)

· Building Evidence around Educational Innovation
· Streamlining Existing Programs
Helpful resources online are a press release, the budget summary, and the PowerPoint presentation used in the in-person stakeholder briefing.
On June 6, U.S. Secretary of Education Betsy DeVos testified before the Senate Appropriations Subcommittee on Labor, Health and Human Services, and Education on the President’s budget request (opening statement and video).

ESSA UPDATES

On June 13, the Department provided initial feedback to three states -- Delaware, Nevada, and New Mexico -- that submitted state plans under the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) on or before April 15.  The other 13 states and District of Columbia that submitted state plans on or before May 3 will receive feedback in the coming weeks.

States received notes from external, independent peer reviewers, as well as specific information from Department staff about changes needed to ensure they are fully meeting the requirements of the statute.  Providing a preliminary determination letter and peer feedback is an opportunity for the agency to work with states, offering technical assistance to help improve outcomes for students.

Parents and community stakeholders can check their local state department of education’s website for information about their own state’s plans for ESSA implementation. This is the public’s opportunity to read about education plans in their respective states and to consider how these plans may affect their own children and local schools. 
ED in the Community   
Visit  in Wisconsin
On June 13, President Trump, Ivanka Trump, Secretary Acosta, and Secretary DeVos visited Waukesha County Technical College in Pewaukee, Wisconsin.  They toured classrooms and a manufacturing center and held a roundtable discussion with students and instructors (President’s remarks).

Challenging the Charter Community

Secretary DeVos delivered the keynote address at the National Charter School Conference on June 13.  She celebrated charters’ success, but warned the community not to “become the man.”  

EVENTS 
ParentCamp 2017
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Save the Date for the U. S. Department of Education’s third ParentCamp on October 23, 2017. The October ParentCamp will provide a platform for all parents to share their concerns and ideas for the academic success of all children. ParentCamp is an ”unconference” which allows parents, educators, and students to come together to talk about the things that matter most to them. The camps are free and open to the community. For information about past ParentCamps at the Department of Education, go to http://www.ed.gov/family-and-community-engagement. 
ParentCamps hosted in local communities:

Evansville, IN –hosted by Evansville Vanderburgh  School Corporation
Aug 26

Washington, D.C.– hosted by Tyler Elementary School
Sept 23

Considering having a ParentCamp in your school or community?  Go to http://www.parentcamp.org/ or download the ParentCamp tool kit and more information.  If your school or organization has a ParentCamp, ED wants to hear about it. Please share the information with Carrie Jasper at carrie.jasper@ed.gov.    
Write Stuff

On July 8, the National Archives in Washington D.C. will host a family day, the“Write” Stuff Festival held annually to engage and introduce young writers and illustrators to the importance of research, writing and storytelling.  The Institute of Education Sciences (IES ) and other government agencies, organizations and groups in partnership with the National Archives will distribute materials to parents, students, and teachers on research and writing at the festival.  Representatives of IES will provide writing guides for teachers, handouts for planning and reviewing students’ writing for 8th and 12th grade, NAEP writing tips for students and you tube videos related to National Center for Education Research/National Center for Special Education Research/Small Business Innovation Research Program (NCER/NCSER/SBIR) writing portfolio. Also, IES will supply participants with information about ED/IES and its mission and resources.  For more information about NAEP and resources on writing, click here.  For more information about ”Write” Stuff Festival, click here.
SPOTLIGHTS
The DoDEA Artist Spotlight   

The DoDEA Artist Spotlight is a monthly artwork challenge open to current DoDEA students and is held on the DoDEA Facebook fan page. Students are encouraged to submit a work of art, including photographs, digital artwork, 2D artwork, or 3D artwork that relates to the monthly theme. Facebook members will have the opportunity to vote on their favorite image by selecting the Facebook "Like" button. The image with the most Facebook likes is announced as the favorite at the end of the challenge and showcased on both the DoDEA website and the DoDEA Facebook fan page. For more information go to http://www.dodea.edu/students/artistSpotlight/index.cfm. 

European PTA Sponsors DoDEA Student in National Spelling Bee 
Naples Middle High School 8th grader Ryan Rayos will represent the European PTA and the Department of Defense Education Activity (DoDEA) in the 2017 Scripps National Spelling Bee at the Gaylord National Resort and Convention Center in National Harbor, Maryland. The Scripps National Spelling Bee, administered on a not-for-profit basis by The E.W. Scripps Company, is the nation’s largest and longest-running educational program according to its website. For more information, go to http://www.dodea.edu/newsroom/pressreleases/spellingbee_053117.cfm. 
RESOURCES
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IRS Data Retrieval Tool
On June 2, the Department announced the IRS Data Retrieval Tool is now available for borrowers applying for an income-driven repayment plan.  Encryption protections have been added to the tool to further protect taxpayer information (press release).

On StudentLoans.gov, borrowers can apply to repay their eligible Direct Loan Program and/or Federal Family Education Loan (FFEL) Program loans under one of four income-driven repayment plans -- Pay as You Earn, Revised Pay as You Earn, Income-Based Repayment, and Income-Contingent Repayment -- for which they qualify.

Year Round Pell Grants Provide Increased Flexibility for Students

On June 19, Secretary DeVos announced Year Round Pell grants will be available to students beginning July 1, 2017. This policy change will ensure hundreds of thousands of college students have the resources needed to finish their coursework in a timeframe that meets their individual needs.   

This change in the Federal Pell Grant Program will allow an eligible student to receive up to 150 percent of the student’s Federal Pell Grant Scheduled Award beginning with the 2017–2018 award year.  For more information about Pell Grants, see the FAFSA site.  

[image: image7.jpg]Welcome to the U.S. Department of Education’s Individuals with Disabilities Education Act
(IDEA) website, which brings together IDEA information and resources from the
Department and our grantees.

Whether you are a student, parent, educator, service provider, or grantee, you are here
because you care about children with disabilities and their families and want to find
information and explore resources on infants, toddlers, children, and youth with
disabilities.



  

IDEA New Website

Visit the new Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) website.  The new site incorporates improved site navigation and design  to provide information and resources on infants, toddlers, children, and youth with disabilities for students, parents, educators, service providers, and grantees(flyer).  After using the site, please provide your feedback through the OSERS Blog.
Parent Tool Kit -- One of the Resources on the New Website

Tool Kits are compilations of resources and information highlighting evidence-based and promising practices, skills and interventions in a particular area. The Tool Kits are developed and compiled to provide information to practitioners, families, and other stakeholders involved in improving outcomes for children with disabilities.

The archived Tool Kits are available here as a resource for relevant tools and information.

New Tool Kits are being developed and will be added as they become available.

ANNOUNCEMENT

Deputy Assistant Secretary for Special Education and Rehabilitative Services Hired

On June 6, Secretary DeVos announced the hiring of two additional senior staff members to the Department of Education. Kimberly Richey will be the Deputy Assistant Secretary for Special Education and Rehabilitative Services, Office of Special Education and Rehabilitative Services and Adam Kissel will be the Deputy Assistant Secretary for Higher Education Programs, Office of Postsecondary Education.
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PTA and the Every Student Succeeds Act (E55A)





6 Keys to Engaging Families in ESSA 
The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) provides a unique opportunity for parents and families to give their input and to hold states and districts accountable for their children’s educational experience.  

Though parents are essential partners in education they haven’t always been included at the decision-making table. This has caused confusion, mistrust and backlash when new initiatives— whether at the federal, state or local level—have been considered and implemented.  

National PTA has identified six critical ways states, school districts and schools should be engaging parents and families as part of ESSA or any new education initiative.  The six critical ways are: Representation, Transparency, Equity, Information, Accessibility, and Feedback. For more information and a rubric to evaluate your state, go to www.pta.org/essa. 
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14th Teacher Leadership Summit


Teach to Lead will be hosting the 14th Teacher Leadership Summit in Austin, TX, September, 22-24 2017. 
The Austin Teacher Leadership Summit will bring teacher leaders and other stakeholders together to collaborate, problem solve, and develop action plans to benefit students and schools.  Teams must contain at least one practicing classroom teacher, and idea submissions can address any perceived area of need in schools.
Idea Submissions
Ideas can focus on addressing any area of need or problem in schools identified by a team.  However, all submissions MUST:
· Allow for teachers to lead without leaving the classroom and utilize their professional experience and expertise
· Leverage collaboration among multiple stakeholders
· Consider viability of the local context and sustainability over time
· Demonstrate potential for measurable progress over time
· Focus on change at the school, district, state, or national level
Ideas may be functioning at any stage of development. For example:
· An emerging idea requiring input and/or buy-in from stakeholders;
· A recently launched idea being developed in collaboration with recruited stakeholders; or
· A mature idea that has been implemented and is ripe for improvement or expansion
The deadline for idea submissions for the Austin Teacher Leadership Summit is August 9, 2017.  
For more information and to register, click here.
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