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Executive Order on Federalism Education

On April 26, President Trump signed an executive order delivering on his commitment to ensure education decisions are made by those closest to students.  It directs Secretary DeVos to review and, if necessary, modify and repeal regulations and guidance previously issued by the Department that overstep the legal authority of the federal government.  The Department’s Regulatory Review Task Force will manage this process, among other critical regulatory issues, working with the public to help determine what regulations and guidance are inconsistent with federal law, and, in 300 days, submit a final report to the White House.  Read remarks and view video.

Senior Department official Rob Goad held an on-the-record press call on the executive order earlier.

Education Appropriations

On May 5, President Trump signed into law the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2017, providing funding for most federal agencies for the remainder of Fiscal Year 2017.  The Act increases the Department of Education’s discretionary funding by $182 million from FY 2016.  Among the highlights: increases for Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) Title I grants to school districts (up $550 million, with $450 million from the former School Improvement Grant program, to $15.5 billion) and special education grants to states (up $90 million, to $12 billion); cuts to ESEA Title II professional development grants (down $200 million, to $2.1 billion) and Education Innovation and Research grants (down $20 million, to $100 million); and first-time funding for ESEA Title IV Student Support and Academic Enrichment grants (at $400 million).  Also, the Act restores year-round Pell Grants and, because of mandatory funding, boosts the maximum Pell Grant award by $105 to $5,920 for the 2017-18 academic year.

The President’s FY 2018 budget request was released on May 23.  The Department of Education’s budget materials is  posted here.

ESSA UPDATES

Last week, Secretary DeVos announced that all Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) State Plans submitted for the spring deadline were found to be complete and ready for peer review.  The plans from 16 states -- Arizona, Colorado, Connecticut, Delaware, Illinois, Louisiana, Maine, Massachusetts, Michigan, Nevada, New Jersey, New Mexico, North Dakota, Oregon, Tennessee, and Vermont -- and the District of Columbia now proceed to the staff and peer review process, through which experts and stakeholders will examine them to ensure they comply with ESSA’s statutory provisions.  
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Whether you are a student, parent, educator, service provider, or grantee, you are here
because you care about children with disabilities and their families and want to find
information and explore resources on infants, toddlers, children, and youth with
disabilities.




New Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) Website 

The Office of Special Education Programs launched its new Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) website May 31.

OSERS spent the last few months collecting feedback from parents, educators, administrators, service providers, and advocates for infants, toddlers, children and youth with disabilities as to what they would like to see on a new site.

The site features:

· Improved site navigation and design

· Expanded search options

· Expanded content

· Audience specific-information

· Enhanced accessibility

· Streamlined resources

Visit the IDEA website
View the Department’s press statement (Link TBD)

View the flyer announcement
Provide feedback through the OSER’s blog
Getting Outside Of ED   
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Commencement Address

On May 10, Secretary DeVos delivered her first commencement address in office to the Bethune-Cookman University Class of 2017.  In her remarks, she reaffirmed the Administration’s support for Historically Black Colleges and Universities (HBCUs) and for year-round Pell Grants to help students reach their academic goals.  She also called on the graduates to meet the challenges of the world head-on, through service, courage, and grace, invoking the strong legacy of university founder and civil rights icon Dr. Mary McLeod Bethune.  Shortly after her address, the Secretary issued a statement, expressing her appreciation for the opportunity to speak and honor graduates. 

EVENTS 
Innovative Practices in Family Engagement    
On May 23, The Family Ambassador, Educators at ED and the Family Engagement Team hosted an Educators' Forum, Innovative Practices in Family Engagement at the U. S. Department of Education in Washington, D.C. Over 150 attended; participants included educators, administrators, and family engagement professionals.  Panelists and small groups discussed innovative practices currently being implemented by teachers and administrators in schools. Joyce Wessel Raezer, Executive Director of National Military Family Association, and Jacqueline Franks Matlock, Military Student Transition Consultant Program Manager of Military Child Education Coalition, were panelists and spokespersons for the military families. To view the event click here. 
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Engaging Fathers and Families Convening

On June 15, the Office of Faith-Based and Neighborhood Partnerships, Office of Elementary and Secondary Education, Office of Communication and Outreach and the Family and Community Engagement Team of the U. S. Department of Education (ED) and the Center for Faith-Based and Neighborhood Partnerships Health and Human Services in partnership with the Housing of Urban Development will host a Father’s Day  event, Engaging Fathers and Families, at ED’s headquarters in Washington, D.C. The one-day convening will provide participants with information available to them through federal agencies and private organizations. Noted researchers will provide rigorous research on the importance of family engagement. For more information contact Angel Rush at angel.rush@ed.gov.   

Register  before June 12.
Seating is limited.

SPOTLIGHTS
Two DoDEA Students selected as 2017 U.S. Presidential Scholars 
Two Department of Defense Education Activity (DODEA) students were selected as 2017 U.S. Presidential Scholars. Rachel L. Flatt, from Nile C. Kinnick High School, in Yokosuka, Japan, and John R. Casey, Ramstein High School, in Kaiserslautern, Germany, are among the 161 high school seniors recognized for their extraordinary academic accomplishments.
FCHS Senior Awarded Emily J.T. Perez Foundation Scholarship 
Ms. Nataliah Whetstone, a senior at Fort Campbell High School (FCHS), has been awarded the Emily J.T. Perez Foundation, LLC scholarship. Emily J.T. Perez Foundation, LLC scholarship is a mentoring and scholarship program for girls and young women to help them reach their full potential.
DoDEA Announces 2018 Teacher of the Year 
Delalio Elementary School 3rd grade and Science, Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM) teacher Kara Fernandez has been selected as the 2018 Department of Defense Education Activity (DoDEA) Teacher of the Year.

RESOURCES
Financial Aid Tips for Parents
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As part of an ongoing effort to provide additional assistance to students and families impacted by the suspension of the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) Data Retrieval Tool, Secretary DeVos announced new flexibilities available to institutions to use for verification of Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) information.  The options are designed to support those applicants who may not have had all of their required tax-related documentation available when applying.  

The new flexibilities begin immediately and apply to both the 2016-17 and 2017-18 FAFSA processing and verification cycles (see letter to institutions and blog post).

Federal Student Aid Conference
The 2017 Federal Student Aid (FSA) Conference in Las Vegas (November 28-December 1) will provide the most up-to-date information on Higher Education Act (HEA) Title IV programs and federal policies and procedures affecting customers and partners.  This event is the largest federal conference offered for the financial aid community.
ANNOUNCEMENT

Homeroom Blog is back!
The Department’s Homeroom Blog is back!  Don’t miss the new posts on the agency’s Student Art Exhibit Program shows: the Military Child Education Coalition (MCEC), and MCEC and Prince William County, Virginia, Schools.
______________________________________________________________

Contacts: Cynthia Hearn Dorfman, advisor; Frances Frost  and Carrie Jasper, writers and editors; and Kathy Facon, Jennifer Dailey-Perkins, Maureen Dowling, Gary Jones, Brian Thompson, and Kristen Kushiyama,  contributors. 

To subscribe, unsubscribe or comment on this newsletter, please contact MilitaryContacts@ed.gov. 

Touching Base can be found online at http://www2.ed.gov/news/newsletters/touchingbase/index.html.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Note: This document contains information about and from public and private entities and organizations for the reader’s information. Inclusion does not constitute an endorsement by the U.S. Department of Education of any entity or organization or the products or services offered or views expressed. This publication also contains hyperlinks and URLs created and maintained by outside organizations. They are provided for the reader’s convenience; however, the Department is not responsible for the accuracy of this information.
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