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Celebrate Trailblazing Astronaut’s Accomplishments with STEM
On April 24, Dr. Peggy Whitson broke the record for the longest cumulative time spent in space by a U.S. astronaut. Watch the special Earth-to-space call via livestream on the NASA website and Facebook page as President Donald Trump and First Daughter Ivanka Trump congratulate Whitson on this tremendous achievement. 

The U.S. Department of Education (ED) is teaming with NASA and the White House to recognize Dr. Whitson’s impressive achievements and provide videos, podcasts, and other materials that can help students’ growth in science, technology, engineering and math.
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U.S. Secretary of Education Announces Chief of Staff and Additional Staff Hires
On April 12, U.S. Secretary of Education Betsy DeVos announced the hiring of several senior staff members. This was the first official staff announcement, with additional hiring announcements expected to be made in the coming weeks. In addition, the White House announced the President’s intention to nominate Carlos Muñiz as the U.S. Department of Education’s General Counsel.

GETTING OUTSIDE OF ED   
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To engage with students, parents, educators, and local policymakers Secretary DeVos has spent more time outside of the Department over the last two months traveling across town and to several states.

In March,

Secretary DeVos visited Valencia College in Osceola County, Florida, participating in two roundtable discussions focused on the college’s career training and dual enrollment programs.  First, she heard from college officials, business leaders, and current and recent students on the importance of job training for construction and manufacturing in today’s competitive market.  Later, she heard from high school students earning credits from the college.  Please view the video.
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Secretary DeVos joined by Ivanka Trump attended a special Women’s History Month STEM event at the Smithsonian’s National Air and Space Museum with more than 400 students and teachers from the area.   Ivanka and Secretary DeVos participated in three demonstrations with students and a panel discussion featuring NASA astronaut Kay Hire and other female NASA engineers and leaders.  To cap the event, participants watched the movie “Hidden Figures.” Read Secretary DeVos’ statement and view the video.

The Secretary delivered remarks at the Brookings Institution and participated as part of a panel on women’s empowerment at the White House.  At Brookings, she spoke at the release of the think tank’s Education Choice and Competition Index.  Read the Secretary’s remarks and view the video. 

In April 

In honor of the Month of the Military Child, the Secretary visited Kimberly Hampton Primary School in Fort Bragg, North Carolina.  She observed classrooms, read to students, and met with school officials and parents stationed on the base.  Read the statement made by the Secretary.
On April 7, the Secretary wrapped up two days of events in Miami, visiting a traditional public school, a charter school, a private school, a community college, and a four-year university.  On Day 1, she visited Christian Academy for Reading Excellence (CARE) Elementary School, Florida International University’s (FIU) Nicole Wertheim College of Nursing and Health Sciences, and Sports Leadership and Management (SLAM) Charter School.  On Day 2, she visited Royal Palm Elementary School and Miami Dade College’s Wolfson Campus.

On April 11, the Secretary joined a meeting of the President’s Strategy and Policy Forum, featuring breakout sessions with top-level business leaders and remarks by President Trump (video).

The Secretary, during the week of April 10th , met with Chicago Mayor Rahm Emanuel for a discussion about the city’s education system (readout), University of Georgia System Chancellor Steve Wrigley and State Representative Earl Ehrhart (readout) and leaders of national higher education groups (readout) on a range of postsecondary education issues, Success Academy Charter Schools Founder and CEO Eva Moskowitz on education reform and school choice, and Michigan First Lady Sue Snyder on ending sexual assault on college campuses (readout).

During the week of April 17th, Secretary DeVos traveled with President Trump to Snap-on Tools in Kenosha, Wisconsin.  “Snap-on’s partnership with Gateway Technical College is a great example of what can be achieved when business and education collaborate,” she said in a statement. 

On April 20, Secretary DeVos visited public schools in Van Wert, Ohio with the American Federation of Teachers (AFT) President Randi Weingarten (statement).  After the visit, Secretary DeVos noted the “very productive conversation” and “identified several areas of collaboration,” (statement).

OPIOID COMMISSION

In March, Secretary DeVos joined President Trump, other Cabinet officials, and law enforcement chiefs for a listening session with drug awareness advocates and recovering drug addicts on opioids and drug abuse.  At the session, the President announced the creation of a commission, chaired by New Jersey Governor Chris Christie, to combat the nation’s opioid addiction.  Read remarks and view the video. In a statement on the commission, the Secretary spoke of the opioid and drug abuse, too.

The Department’s Office of Safe and Healthy Students funds the National Center on Safe Supportive Learning Environments, which features a substance abuse page with useful resources on opioid abuse.

ESSA UPDATES
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In March, the Department released Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) State Plan peer review criteria for Title I, Part A; Title III, Part A; and the Education for Homeless Children and Youth Programs under the McKinney-Vento Act.  These are the only programs of the consolidated state plan which are required to be peer reviewed; for all other sections of the plan, Department staff will review the state’s submission.  This document is intended to help ensure that each state submits a complete state plan, as well as guide peer reviewers in making recommendations to the Secretary on whether each state plan meets the requirements in the revised template for those programs subject to peer review.

The document presents each of the requirements in the template in the form of questions, broken down into smaller segments (webinar presentation).

On April 3, the first of two submission dates nine states and the District of Columbia submitted state plans to the agency. The second submission date is September 18.  Another seven states indicated that they had submitted plans to their governor’s office (for the statutorily-required 30-day review period) and will submit plans to the agency no later than May 3. Once scrubbed of personally identifiable information plans will be posted online after Department staff check for completion.
In an April 10 letter to Chief State School Officers, Acting Assistant Secretary for Elementary and Secondary Education Monique Chism provided an update on two matters concerning implementation of ESSA: (1) school support and improvement activities in the 2017-18 school year and (2) stakeholder consultation requirements.

In an earlier letter to Chief State School Officers, Acting Assistant Secretary for Elementary and Secondary Education Monique Chism and Director of the Office of Non-Public Education Maureen Dowling sought to establish relationships with State Education Agency (SEA) ombudsmen to help ensure that eligible private school children, teachers, other educational personnel, and, as applicable, families receive services equitable to those provided to their counterparts in public schools, as affirmed in ESSA.

EVENTS 
Helping Military Children Discover Their S.P.A.R.C.
Military Child Education Coalition is pleased to offer another free professional development opportunity in Colorado Springs!  Helping Military Children Discover Their S.P.A.R.C. is a one day institute that allows professionals to learn how military children can develop skills and mindsets that contribute to hardiness and growth. Identifying military children’s sparks and interests allows them to meet personal and academic goals.  

For more information about this training, other professional development opportunities, or support, please contact Myriam Virella at 254-953-1923 x 1119 or myriam.virella @MilitaryChild.org or visit http://www.militarychild.org/professionals/programs/helping-military-children-discover-their-s.p.a.r.c
Innovative Practices in Family Engagement    
On May 23, at the U. S. Department of Education in Washington D.C. an Educators' Family Engagement Forum will be held which will include educators, administrators, and family engagement professionals.  Participants will be informed of the positive impact of family engagement and participate in small group discussions on innovative practices currently being implemented by teachers and administrators in schools. If you wish to attend, please contact Carrie Jasper at carrie.jasper@ed.gov. Type in the subject line Teacher Convening.

HIGHLIGHT
A new section is being added to Touching Base. The newsletter shall highlight the efforts of individuals, schools, educators, school districts, and states that provide support to our military in a special way and those who have addressed military families’ concerns in an exemplary way. This month we highlight Amanda Woodyard and Adena Kitt.
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Quilts to Honor the Military

On April 18, two hand-made special quilts were placed on display at the U.S. Department of Education (ED) in honor of military children and their families. Jacqueline Zimmerman, Director of Editorial Policy, Print and Art Services of ED, opened the ceremony by acknowledging the sacrifices of our military children and their families. The service project which resulted in the students’ quilt was led by Amanda Woodyard, the Military Child Education Coalition Transition Consultant in Prince William County Public Schools. Mrs. Adenia Kitt sewed the quilt titled, “An Elementary Patriotic Quilt,” and made and sewed the quilt titled, “The We Serve Quilt,” to acknowledge United States Armed Forces and their families.  The quilts will be on display in the halls of ED. To see the quilt, please contact Jacqueline Zimmermann at Jacquelyn.Zimmermann@ed.gov. 
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SPOTLIGHT
Antilles High School Wins NASSP Award for Outstanding Contributions to Teaching Democracy
Antilles High School has been awarded the National Association of School Secondary Principals (NASSP) Award for Outstanding Contributions to Teaching Democracy. The entry was an instructional collaboration with the teacher, Ms. Patricia Ortiz, the Education Technologist Yvonne Sanders, community partners, Col. Michael T. Harvey, Fort Buchanan Garrison Commander, and his leadership team. The team constructed a ballot for a mock election, which gained a lot of interest from the Antilles High School students. Since its inception in 1980, the National Student/Parent Mock Election has involved 20,000 schools and 5 million voters in presidential election years. For more information, click here.
RESOURCES
Financial Aid Tips for Parents
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To protect sensitive taxpayer data, the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) and the Department’s Office of Federal Student Aid (FSA) announced the Data Retrieval Tool on FAFSA.gov and StudentLoans.gov will remain unavailable until additional security protections can be implemented.  Since the online tool was disabled in early March, the IRS has been working closely with FSA to safely return the tool to service.  While the IRS and FSA are working to resolve issues as quickly as possible, students and families should plan for the tool to be offline until the start of the next Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) season in the fall. Please read statement.

Identity thieves may have used personal information obtained outside the tax system to access the FAFSA form in an attempt to secure tax information through the Data Retrieval Tool.
In an April 11 letter to Federal Student Aid Chief Operating Officer James Runcie, Secretary DeVos withdrew several policy memoranda from former Secretary John King and former Under Secretary Ted Mitchell regarding the student loan servicing procurement process.

 

The public is invited to review the proposed federal student aid application materials for the 2018-19 school year and submit comments on or before June 16.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
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The National Center for Education Statistics’ (NCES) “The Years Before School: Children’s Nonparental Care Arrangements from 2001 to 2012” examines the non-parental care arrangements of children in the U.S., from birth to age 5, who are not yet enrolled in kindergarten.
On April 25, the National Assessment Governing Board (NAGB) and NCES will release “The Nation’s Report Card: 2016 Arts” at the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts in Washington, D.C.  This report will feature national results at the eighth-grade level from the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), measuring students’ knowledge of music and visual arts with tasks related to creating and responding to art.  For the webcast, go here.
Expanding Opportunities Through Quality Charter Schools Program-Grants to State Entities to support opening and preparing new charter schools and replicating or expanding high-quality charter schools, $157 million is now available to state entities in states with a statute authorizing charter schools.  Deadline: May 11.

Expanding Opportunities Through Quality Charter Schools Program-Grants for Credit Enhancement for Charter School Facilities to support methods of assisting charter schools to address the cost of acquiring, constructing, and renovating facilities by enhancing the availability of loans and bond financing, $16 million is available to public or private non-profit entities .  Deadline: May 11.

Assistance for Arts Education Programs-Professional Development for Arts Educators Grants to support the implementation of high-quality professional development programs for arts educators and other instructional staff of schools in which 50% or more of students are from low-income families, $7.1 million is available to districts, in partnership with public and private entities.  Deadline: May 30.
The Apply for a Grant web page lists all open grant competitions. 

Children and Families at the Center
At the Aspen Forum on Children and Families convened in late January, Ascend released Children and Families at the Center, a new report with recommendations and opportunities to move the needle for children and families. The report is a culmination of multiple strategy sessions and individual contributions from 200 diverse leaders and reflects the insights of a broad range of sectors.

2Gen Learning Program

The National Center for Families Learning released in April a Collective Impact brief on the results of a 2Gen learning program with Hispanic/Latino families in Detroit. The brief "demonstrates a combined and focused effort that resulted in a collective impact for families. With a common agenda, professional development, continuous communication, and ongoing technical support, this mutually reinforcing partnership enriched the social capital of programs and delivered the promise of two-generation educational success." 

A New Look 
The Family and Community Engagement Team sent out a brief survey to revise your newsletter to reflect what you want and need.  Your input was valuable. We heard you and have changed the look in response to your voice.  Thank you.

______________________________________________________________

Contacts: Cynthia Hearn Dorfman, advisor; Frances Frost  and Carrie Jasper, writers and editors; and Kathy Facon, Jennifer Dailey-Perkins, Maureen Dowling, Gary Jones, Brian Thompson, contributors. 

To subscribe, unsubscribe or comment on this newsletter, please contact MilitaryContacts@ed.gov. 

Touching Base can be found online at http://www2.ed.gov/news/newsletters/touchingbase/index.html.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Note: This document contains information about and from public and private entities and organizations for the reader’s information. Inclusion does not constitute an endorsement by the U.S. Department of Education of any entity or organization or the products or services offered or views expressed. This publication also contains hyperlinks and URLs created and maintained by outside organizations. They are provided for the reader’s convenience; however, the Department is not responsible for the accuracy of this information.
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