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U.S. Department of Education Welcomes Betsy DeVos as the New Secretary  
On Feb. 7, Betsy DeVos was confirmed and sworn in as the 11th secretary of education.  In her first week, Secretary DeVos addressed the full Department of Education staff; visited a local Washington D.C. charter school; and greeted parents and stakeholder at the Parents, Families and Stakeholders Convening, held at the Department’s headquarters.

In her initial staff address, DeVos thanked and praised the Department's career employees for ensuring a smooth and professional transition. Throughout her first day on the job, she also visited staff at the Union Center Plaza and Potomac Center Plaza buildings and met with staff one-on-one.

A full copy of her prepared remarks to the Department staff can be found here. 
EVENTS 
Military-Connected Children Art Exhibit
[image: image7.jpg]


[image: image8.jpg]


[image: image9.jpg]



On March 3, the Military Child Education Coalition (MCEC) opened its student art exhibit at the Department with remarks from Maureen Dowling, director of the Military Affairs Team, and Earl Simms, brigadier general (ret.) and vice chairman/secretary of the MCEC Board of Directors. Sommer Bauman, Nana Gyebi, Madison Lewis and Trace Lewis, 11th- and 12th-graders at Hayfield Secondary School in Alexandria, Virginia, staged a discussion about their experiences moving frequently to new schools.  They are members of Student 2 Student (S2S), which brings military and civilian students together to welcome new students at a school, ease their transitions, create a positive environment, and support academic excellence. Bauman, also a vocalist, sang the National Anthem, and Trace Lewis performed his original piano composition, “Jurassic.” Visual art works created by U.S. military-connected students in grades two to 12 from across the continental U.S., Guam, Puerto Rico, Belgium and Germany are in the exhibit, which  will be on display at the Department through April 2017. Read the blog to learn more about the opening and the exhibit.

Listening to Families and the Community About Family Engagement
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On Feb. 9, ED hosted a Parents, Families and Stakeholders Convening to discuss family engagement and opportunities to improve student outcomes. Attendees included school district and other community organization representatives from Virginia, Maryland, Washington D.C., and as far away as San Diego, California.  

Overall perspectives and experiences were quite diverse; however, a few of the effective practices discussed included

· home visits by linguistically diverse school staff teams to families before school starts;

· school staff meeting with families where they are, in neighborhoods and community centers, rather than at school; and

· training meetings for parents about the overall school structure and how to advocate for their children.

Overall, the convening was an interactive and informative way for ED staff, families and communities to learn more about family engagement and enhance the work they do to ensure a quality education for all children.
HIGHLIGHTS
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Department of Defense Education Activity Announces U.S. Senate Youth Program Selections for 2017 

On March 2, Thomas Brady, director of the Department of Defense Education Activity (DoDEA), announced Emma Rook and John Casey as delegates to the 55th-annual United States Senate Youth Program (USSYP) held in Washington, D.C. The two students represented DoDEA's 73,000 military-connected students worldwide.  
Rook, who attends Ankara High School in Ankara, Turkey, will go on to college majoring in political science and international relations.

Casey who attends Ramstein High School in Ramstein, Germany, will attend university majoring in economics with concentrations in public policy, finance and law.

For more information, visit DODEA’s website. 
Lejeune High School Senior Named 2017 Marine Military Child of the Year

Lejeune High School (Camp Lejeune, North Carolina) senior Jackson Beatty has been named the recipient of the Operation Homefront 2017 Marine Military Child of the Year® Award. Beatty is the son of chief warrant officer Geoff Beatty and Somer Beatty. He will receive $10,000 and will fly with his parents to Washington, D.C., for a special recognition gala on April 6, 2017. To read more about the Military Child of the Year and Operation Homefront, click here. 

Antilles High School Students Win at Future Business Leaders of America Competition

Students from Antilles High School in Fort Buchanan, Puerto Rico, demonstrated a competitive edge at the Future Business Leaders of America 2016–17 state competition. Of the 15 students who attended, nine made first place and are going on to the national-level competitions, three placed second and one placed third.
To see a video of the winners, click here. 
RESOURCES
Family and School Partnerships Resource Guide
In an effort to provide schools and their partners with an overview of key research, best practices, and funding sources to improve family engagement, ED’s Place Based Initiative Pilot Team, (Office of Innovation and Improvement) and Performance Partnership Pilot Team (Office of Career Technical, and Adult Education) recently released a new resource guide. The guide, Family and School Partnership, incorporates a variety of strategies for schools to welcome and work with families, and for educators and families to use to collaborate effectively. The document also identifies resources to inform and support local action on building and improving effective family-school partnerships.

Financial Aid Tips for Parents
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This year’s Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) season (2017–18) began earlier than in previous application cycles.  Since Oct. 1, 2016, students have been able to fill out the FAFSA for the 2017–18 school year, while in the past, they had to wait until Jan. 1 to do so.   Please be aware that some state FAFSA deadlines are fast approaching. You can look up your state’s FAFSA deadline here. Also, you can read and share a blog post highlighting the three types of FAFSA deadlines here. 

Note: The IRS Data Retrieval Tool is unavailable at this time. To fill out a FAFSA, you can manually input your tax information. Remember, if you’re filling out the 2017–18 FAFSA form, your 2015 tax information is required (not 2016).  

Here are some additional FAFSA resources: 

· 7 Things You Need Before You Fill Out the FAFSA 

· 8 Steps to Filling Out the FAFSA 

· 12 Common FAFSA Mistakes 

· 5 Financial Aid Tips for Parents 

· U.S. Department of Education Financial Aid Tool kit
Supporting College Students
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In December 2016, the Department took several actions to support higher education students and their families. The agency released an analysis revealing that many for-profit schools would likely exceed the 90/10 (Title IV sources/non-Title IV sources) federal funding ratio limits if revenue from the Department of Veterans Affairs and Department of Defense programs were included in the calculation the same way that Higher Education Act Title IV funds are included. At the request of members of Congress, the Department commissioned an independent audit to evaluate federal loan servicer Navient’s compliance with applicable Servicemembers Civil Relief Act requirements in awarding benefits to all eligible servicemembers. The audit found that Navient complied with the law in all material respects, and isolated incidents of improper denial of benefits had been retroactively remediated.
#CollegeNotPrison
On March 14 the Institute for Higher Education Policy (IHEP) launched #CollegeNotPrison, a social media and public awareness campaign to educate policymakers, campus leaders, and the public about the financial aid barriers justice-involved youth face when pursuing higher education. 
The #CollegeNotPrison social media campaign showcases a short, two-minute video featuring Alton Pitre, a senior at Morehouse College majoring in sociology and U.S. Senator Cory Booker (NJ), a staunch advocate for justice reform and college affordability. To learn more about the #CollegeNotPrison and the research IHEP has done click here. 
Ensuring Safe and Supportive Schools

The U.S. Department of Education is releasing and highlighting resources for educators that focus on creating safe and supportive learning environments. These resources aim to equip teachers, early learning providers, school leaders, school staff and families with legal and research-based information that highlights the importance of social-emotional learning, anti-bullying programs, school climate and protection of civil rights. 

The resource guides include the following:

· Social-Emotional Tool Kit  is available on the Early Learning: Talk, Read, Sing! website.
· School Climate Improvement Resource Package is available on the Safe Supportive Learning Environments website.
· Civil Rights Resources are available on the Office of Civil Rights Religious Discrimination website.
Civil Rights Guidance
The Department released three new sets of guidance to assist the public in understanding how it interprets and enforces federal civil rights laws protecting students with disabilities.  These guidance documents clarify the rights of students with disabilities and the responsibilities of institutions in ensuring that all students have the opportunity to learn.  They include a Section 504 parent and educator resource guide and a question-and-answer fact sheet on the use of restraint and seclusion in public schools; and question-and-answer fact sheets (1 and 2) concerning the rights of students with disabilities in public charter schools.  (Note: Additionally, the agency released a “Know-Your-Rights” document for parents with a brief overview of the rights of public charter school students with disabilities and the legal obligations of charter schools.)
These additional resources are available with information about protecting all children:
· The Department’s National Center for Education Statistics released a set of data tables and accompanying documents that provides information about reports on bullying and cyber-bullying in public schools (blog post).

· The Department has resources and information to support educators and families in ensuring the success of immigrant students.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Change to Touching Base newsletter

The Family and Community Engagement Team will be sending out a brief survey about updating our newsletter.  Let us know what you would like to keep and/or change and any suggestions you have. Please respond by March 31, 2017.

______________________________________________________________

Contacts: Cynthia Hearn Dorfman, advisor; Frances Frost  and Carrie Jasper, writers and editors; and Kathy Facon, Jennifer Dailey-Perkins, Maureen Dowling, Gary Jones, Brian Thompson, contributors. 

To subscribe, unsubscribe or comment on this newsletter, please contact MilitaryContacts@ed.gov. 

Touching Base can be found online at http://www2.ed.gov/news/newsletters/touchingbase/index.html.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Note: This document contains information about and from public and private entities and organizations for the reader’s information. Inclusion does not constitute an endorsement by the U.S. Department of Education of any entity or organization or the products or services offered or views expressed. This publication also contains hyperlinks and URLs created and maintained by outside organizations. They are provided for the reader’s convenience; however, the Department is not responsible for the accuracy of this information.
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