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SPOTLIGHTS

[image: image2.jpg]



Kenneth O. Preston
Military Members Serve With Their Hearts—We Honor Them With Our Thanks
The U.S. Department of Education held a Veterans Day program on Nov. 9, with the theme "Military members serve with their hearts—we honor them with our thanks," to honor the military service of ED colleagues and the heroism of our nation's veterans. The keynote speaker was Kenneth O. Preston, who retired as the 13th and longest-serving sergeant major of the U.S. Army.  The sergeant major oversees all non-commissioned officers and serves as the senior enlisted advisor and consultant to the Army’s chief of staff. The program also included the University of Maryland U.S. Air Force Color Guard and the North Point High School Reserve Officers' Training Corps as well as representatives of the National Security Council and the Veterans Administration.  

  
Five Department of Defense Education Activity Students Named Among 2018 National Merit Semifinalists

On Nov. 7, five Department of Defense Education Activity (DoDEA) students were named among the 2018 National Merit Scholarship Semifinalists by the National Merit Scholarship Corporation. The five students are Justin B. Parvizi and David S. Worthington  of Ramstein High School (Germany); Junajoy V Frianeza (now a student at Kinnick High School) in Japan) of  Sigonella High School (Italy); Patrick Kelley of  Quantico High School (Virginia); and William Hall of Fort Knox High School (Kentucky). To learn more about the semifinalists and the National Merit Scholarship, click here.
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The Joys and Challenges of Teaching Through Troops to Teachers
The following excerpt from ED’s Homeroom  blog is written by 2017​​​–18 school ambassador fellow and Troops to Teachers member Elmer Harris:
Upon retirement from the Air Force I began the process of becoming a teacher through Troops to Teachers. While many assume that structure and discipline are key traits that make teaching a good fit for veterans, the ability to be compassionate and relatable have been vital to my success with military students and families. I’m able to engage military parents in the education process because I’ve been in their position of feeling slightly lost while continually navigating new homes, jobs and school environments. I also understand and adjust when children occasionally act out of character when their mothers and fathers deploy or return from war zones.  Read more…
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National Blue Ribbon Schools
During the week of Nov 10, Secretary DeVos addressed nearly 900 teachers, principals, administrators, and guests who gathered for the National Blue Ribbon Schools Award Ceremony in Washington, D.C.  The award affirms the hard work of students, educators, families, and communities in creating safe and welcoming schools, where all students master challenging content.  School profiles and applications are posted here.

Secretary DeVos announced eight principals from the 2017 National Blue Ribbon Schools as this year’s recipients of the Terrel H. Bell Award for Outstanding School Leadership.
.
DEPARTMENT MESSAGES
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                                                                                    Secretary Betsy DeVos
Secretary DeVos Visits Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands

On Nov. 8, Secretary DeVos traveled to Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands to see recovery and rebuilding efforts first-hand and to discuss with local officials their plans to help students resume learning (secretary’s readout). The Department has awarded a $2 million Project School Emergency Response to Violence (SERV) grant to the Texas Education Agency and U.S. Virgin Islands Department of Education, and plans to award an additional $2 million to the Florida and Puerto Rico departments of Education (press release). Project SERV funds can be used by local education agencies and institutions of higher education to help them recover from violent or traumatic events in which their learning environment has been disrupted. The Project SERV grants will complement federal, state, and local recovery efforts. The Department’s Office of Safe and Healthy Students has awarded $49.7 million to 148 grantees since Project SERV began in 2001.

New Appointments

President Trump announced his intent to nominate Douglas Webster to be chief financial officer at the U.S. Department of Education.  Webster is currently director of risk management at the U.S. Agency for International Development.  He previously served for 21 years in the U.S. Air Force, before spending 24 years in federal financial management, including serving as chief financial officer for the U.S. Department of Labor.

Additionally, the President announced his intent to nominate Kenneth Marcus to be assistant secretary for civil rights at the Department. Marcus is currently president and general counsel of the Louis D. Brandeis Center for Human Rights Under Law. He previously served as staff director of the U.S. Commission on Civil Rights and was delegated the authority of assistant secretary for civil rights under President George W. Bush.

ED IN THE COMMUNITY
Secretary DeVos Addresses Future Farmers of America

On Oct 27, Secretary DeVos addressed thousands of students gathered for the Future Farmers of America (FFA) National Convention in Indianapolis. After her remarks, the secretary participated in a roundtable discussion with students and visited FFA’s massive exposition, featuring hundreds of booths.

RESOURCES
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Parents’ Idea Corner 

Surprise your children with an educational area that’s just for them by transforming an area in the house or a corner of their room. Use the walls, floors, windows, windowsills, shades, closets, or a small space to make a study area by adding shelves, hooks, a small table, bins to hold school supplies, and tiny works of art and/or simple decorations. Place a beanbag chair or a small desk and chair in the space chosen. Most importantly, make the space personal and set up the area to appeal to your child. 

Thanks to Yolanda Eddins for these ideas.
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Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Launches the Milestone Tracker Mobile App!

On October 25, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) announced the launch of its newest resource: the Milestone Tracker mobile app. This parent-friendly app makes it easy for parents and other care providers to track, support, and celebrate young children’s developmental milestones in play, learning, speech, action, and movement, and to share this important information. 

The Milestone Tracker app features

· parent-friendly, interactive milestone checklists for ages 2 months through 5 years;

· photos and videos that illustrate milestones;

· personalized milestone summaries that can be easily shared with the child’s healthcare provider and others;

· tips and activities for supporting early development, including what to do if there’s a concern; and

· reminders for appointments and recommended developmental screening.

The app is a feature of the CDC initiative “Learn the Signs. Act Early.” 

To learn more about the app visit www.cdc.gov/MilestoneTracker, or contact Karnesha Slaughter at KSlaughter2@cdc.gov, or call 404-498-1461.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
U.S. Department of State’s Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs Scholarships to Study Abroad

The U.S. Department of State’s Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs offers scholarships to high school students, ages 15–18, to study abroad for one academic year. International exchange programs give students the opportunity to establish long-lasting ties with people around the globe, promote mutual understanding, learn a new language, and develop global leadership skills. Previous language study is not required. 

Information on these programs, which are currently accepting applications,  is listed below.

CONGRESS-BUNDESTAG YOUTH EXCHANGE PROGRAM 
Accepting application for 2018–19 school year now through Dec. 11, 2017   
Scholarships available: 250  
Learn German   
Visit http://www.usagermanyscholarship.org/ to learn more. 

KENNEDY-LUGAR YOUTH EXCHANGE AND STUDY ABROAD   
Accepting applications for 2018–19 school year now through Dec. 5, 2017
Scholarships available: 65   
Go to Africa, Asia, the Balkans, or the Middle East    
Visit http://www.yes-abroad.org/ to learn more. 

Happy Farm to School Month!

The Farm to School Grant helps communities increase access to local food in schools. Information on the grant is available at the following links: 
        Applications 
        Applicant Resource Page  
        Request for Applications on Grants.gov 
        Frequently Asked Questions 
        Grant RFA Webinar (webinar slides) 
        FY 2018 Request for Applications (RFA) (Spanish)
Deadline to apply: Dec. 8, 2017.
For more information, contact Mieka Sanderson at farmtoschool@fns.usda.gov, or Anna Arrowsmith, grants officer, at anna.arrowsmith@fns.usda.gov or at 703-305-2998.
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