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Secretary DeVos (fourth from left) with representatives from veteran service organizations and ED staff
Secretary Meets With Military Affairs Team and Veterans
On Oct. 31, U.S. Department of Education Secretary DeVos hosted a meeting with representatives from veterans service organizations to discuss education issues impacting service members, veterans, and their families. 
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Veterans Day 

Veterans Day is observed on Nov. 11 each year. The holiday honors and gives thanks to all the men and women who have served and are serving in the U.S. armed forces.  Ceremonies are held across the country to honor veterans, one of which is the Veterans Day National Ceremony held at Arlington National Cemetery, where the president of the United States places a wreath on the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier.  Consider ways to honor our veterans.
SPOTLIGHTS

Elmer Harris
Elmer Harris was selected as a U.S. Department of Education part-time School Ambassador Fellow for the 2017–18 school year.  Harris is a husband (married 20 years on Nov. 15), a father to a 16-year-old daughter, and a proud military veteran with 22 years of active duty service. He is also a Troops to Teachers member.   He now teaches fifth grade at Christa McAuliffe Elementary in Colorado Springs School District 11. This academic year, he is also teaching at the University of Colorado Denver as part of the Buell Early Childhood Leadership Program.  Since 2015, Harris has been a member of Mentor 2.0 through Big Brothers Big Sisters of Colorado.
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Department of Defense Education Activity Blue Ribbon Schools of Excellence
Three Department of Defense Education Activity (DoDEA) schools were recognized Sept 29 by U.S. Secretary of Education Betsy DeVos as 2017 National Blue Ribbon Schools. Killin Elementary School at Camp Foster Marine Corps Base in Okinawa, Japan; Patch Middle School at U.S. Army Garrison Stuttgart in Stuttgart, Germany; and West Point Elementary School at U.S. Army Garrison West Point in West Point, New York. See all DoDEA Blue Ribbon Schools since 1983 here.
DEPARTMENT MESSAGES
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Perez Elementary School

Family Ambassador Frances Frost met with staff and parents at Perez Elementary School, named in honor of Lance Corporal Nicholas S. Perez, who gave his life in service to his country. The principal and staff emphasize the necessity of developing trust between the school staff and parents. Parents are invited to come to class for the first 30 minutes of the day so that they can gain an understanding of what their children will be learning and their experience in school. For more information about the school’s outreach to parents and families, contact Principal Kara Mitchell-Santibanez at kara.mitchell-santibanez@austinisd.org or call 512- 841-9106.

ED Releases Pay for Success Toolkit 

The U. S. Department of Education wishes to announce the release of a new resource, the Pay for Success (PFS) Toolkit: Considerations for State and Local Leaders.  The toolkit is available on the PFS web page. The toolkit, released on Oct. 23, is intended to serve as an introductory guide for state and local governments and other stakeholders that are interested in exploring the possibility of a PFS project for education or other related societal issues.  Read more here.
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Secretary DeVos Announces All Fall State ESSA Plan Submissions Complete, Ready for Peer Review
On Oct. 17, U.S. Secretary of Education Betsy DeVos announced that the consolidated state plans submitted by 34 states and Puerto Rico under the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) to meet the fall submission deadline were found to be complete and ready for peer review. The plans now proceed to the staff and peer review process, through which experts and stakeholders will examine them to ensure compliance with the standards established in ESSA. Read the full announcement here.
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Secretary Betsy DeVos Announces 2017–18 School Ambassador Fellows

On Sept. 29, U.S. Secretary of Education Betsy DeVos announced the U.S. Department of Education's 2017 cohort of School Ambassador Fellows. This year’s cohort includes four teachers, one principal and one counselor.  Read more here.
New Appointments
U.S. Secretary of Education Betsy DeVos announced new appointments at the U.S. Department of Education: Michael Wooten as deputy assistant secretary and acting assistant secretary for career, technical, and adult education, and Leonard Haynes as senior advisor to the under secretary of education. The secretary also appointed six leaders to the National Assessment Governing Board. The White House announced that technology entrepreneur Jonathan Holifield will lead the White House Initiative on Historically Black Colleges and Universities as executive director.
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Stem and Computer Science

On Sept. 25, President Trump signed a presidential memorandum to establish high-quality STEM education, with a particular focus on computer science, as one of the Department of Education’s priorities in developing a new generation of American workers. Secretary DeVos joined students for the special signing ceremony in the Oval Office (President’s remarks and video). At least $200 million a year will be devoted in grant funding toward this priority (View fact sheet).
ED IN THE COMMUNITY
Title IX Enforcement

On Sept. 22, building on her earlier remarks regarding the Department’s commitment to protecting all students from discrimination, Secretary DeVos announced new, interim guidance for schools on how to investigate and adjudicate allegations of campus sexual misconduct under federal law. In the meantime, the “Q&A on Campus Sexual Misconduct” explains the Department’s expectations of schools under Title IX regarding sexual misconduct. The agency will also continue to rely on its “Revised Sexual Harassment Guidance,” which was informed by a public comment process and issued in 2001, and its “Dear Colleague Letter on Sexual Harassment,” issued in 2006. The Department is however withdrawing its “Dear Colleague Letter on Sexual Violence” issued on April 4, 2011, as well as the “Q&A on Title IX Sexual Violence” issued on April 29, 2014.
EVENTS 
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ED’s 2017 ParentCamp
ParentCamp: Informed Families Thrive—Equipping Middle and High School Students for Success 

On Oct. 23, parents, students, educators, and faith-based and community representatives shared education-related experiences, concerns, and solutions at the fifth ParentCamp held at the U.S. Department of Education. The focus of the event was to equip participants with information that would help parents, families, and caregivers make informed decisions about their children’s education. 

RESOURCES
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Individuals with Disabilities Education Act’s New Website
Visit the new Individuals with Disabilities Education Act's (IDEA’s) website. It incorporates input from parents, educators, and experts with improved navigation and design, expanded search options, audience-specific information, and additional content with streamlined resources (flyer). Please provide feedback on the IDEA site at the OSERS Blog.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
U.S. Department of State Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs 
Scholarships to Study Abroad 
Help your child experience a new world and expand his or her horizons by studying abroad in high school. The U.S. Department of State’s Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs offers scholarships to high school students (ages 15–18) to study abroad for one academic year. International exchange programs give students the opportunity to establish long-lasting ties with people around the globe, promote mutual understanding, learn a new language, and develop global leadership skills. Previous language study is not required.
CONGRESS-BUNDESTAG YOUTH EXCHANGE PROGRAM
Application for 2018–19 school year:       Opens Sept. 5, 2017–Closes Dec. 11, 2017    
Scholarships Available: 250
Learn German
Visit http://www.usagermanyscholarship.org/ to learn more. 

KENNEDY-LUGAR YOUTH EXCHANGE AND STUDY ABROAD
Application for 2018–19 school year:       Opens Sept. 5, 2017–Closes Dec. 5, 2017       
Scholarships Available: 65
Go to, Africa, Asia, the Balkans, or the Middle East
Visit http://www.yes-abroad.org/ to learn more. 

NATIONAL SECURITY LANGUAGE INITIATIVE FOR YOUTH
Application for 2018–19 school year:      Opens Aug. 25, 2017– Closes Nov. 2, 2017            
Scholarships Available: Approximately 670
Learn Arabic, Indonesian, Hindi, Korean, Mandarin, Persian, Russian, or Turkish
Visit http://www.nsliforyouth.org/ to learn more. 



Prevent Childhood Obesity

One in three children in the United States is overweight or obese. Childhood obesity puts kids at risk for health problems. In honor of National Childhood Obesity Awareness Month, we encourage your family to make healthy changes together. Taking small steps as a family can help your child stay at a healthy weight.
Happy Farm to School Month!

The Farm to School Grant helps communities increase access to local food in schools. Information on the grant is available at the following links:   

        Applications 
        Applicant Resource Page  
        Request for Applications on Grants.gov  
        Farm to School Grant Factsheet 
        Frequently Asked Questions  
        Grant RFA Webinar (

 HYPERLINK "https://www.fns.usda.gov/sites/default/files/f2s/FY2018%20RFA%20Overview_Final.pdf?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=" webinar slides)  
        FY 2018 Request for Applications (RFA) (

 HYPERLINK "https://www.fns.usda.gov/sites/default/files/f2s/FY18F2SGrantRFAsp.pdf?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=" Spanish) 
Deadline to apply: Dec. 8, 2017. 
For more information, contact Mieka at farmtoschool@fns.usda.gov, or Anna Arrowsmith, grants officer, at anna.arrowsmith@fns.usda.gov or  703-305-2998.
First Look Report

The National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) released a new First Look report, Parent and Family Involvement in Education: Results from the National Household Education Surveys Program of 2016. The report contains information about various aspects of parent involvement in education, such as help with homework, family activities, and involvement at school. Read a blog post focused on home-schooling data from the report.
Internal Revenue Service Reminds Educators of Tax Benefits
As teachers, administrators, and aides have launched into their fall semester, taxes may not be at the top of their thoughts. However, knowing what to keep track of now can help reduce the burden at tax time. The Internal Revenue Service (IRS) reminds educators that three key work-related tax benefits may help them reduce what they pay in taxes: 
        claiming the Educator Expense Deduction (up to $250); or 
        for those who itemize their deductions, claiming eligible work-related expenses as a miscellaneous    
        deduction on Schedule A; and/or 
        claiming various education tax benefits for their ongoing educational pursuits, especially the 
        Lifetime Learning Credit or, in some instances depending on their circumstances, the
        American Opportunity Tax Credit. 

To learn more, check out IRS Reminds Parents, Students to Explore Education Resources on IRS.gov.
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Readiness and Emergency Management for Schools (REMS) Technical Assistance Center 

Learn how K–12 schools and districts can better plan for recovery from emergency events and be ready for hazards and threats that may impact their school communities. The Readiness and Emergency Management for Schools Technical Assistance Center, on behalf of the Department’s Office of Safe and Healthy Students, hosted a webinar on these topics, "Using the Emergency Management Virtual Toolkit to Enhance K–12 Emergency Management Planning." 
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                                            National Military Family Appreciation Month


Each year the president signs a proclamation declaring November Military Family Month to recognize and honor military families for their daily contributions and sacrifices in support of the military and our nation. A month-long celebration in which the Department of Defense and the nation formally acknowledge U.S. military families stationed around the world.  �Families are the force behind the force.
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