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DEPARTMENT MESSAGES


Every Student Succeeds Act

Stay up-to-date on regulations, guidance, and other information on the ESSA – all information is available on the ESSA resources website.
Student’ Civil Rights in Education
ED’s Office of Civil Rights (OCR) released its FY 2016 annual report highlighting the challenges and achievements in protecting students’ civil rights to ensure they receive a high-quality education. According to the report, the number of new complaints filed last fiscal year skyrocketed to a record 16,720. OCR has resolved more than 66,000 civil rights cases during the Obama Administration, according to a second narrative describing progress made toward educational equity through strong civil rights enforcement.
Guidance on Civil Rights of Students with Disabilities

The U.S. Department of Education released three new sets of guidance in December 2016 to assist the public in understanding how the Department interprets and enforces federal civil rights laws protecting the rights of students with disabilities. These guidance documents clarify the rights of students with disabilities and the responsibilities of educational institutions in ensuring that all students have the opportunity to learn.

The guidance released on December 28, 2016 includes a parent and educator resource guide; a Dear Colleague letter (DCL) and question and answer document on the use of restraint and seclusion in public schools; and a DCL and question and answer documents on the rights of students with disabilities in public charter schools.

“These guidance documents share information with our full school communities – educators, parents, and students – about important educational rights, including school obligations to identify, evaluate, and serve students with disabilities,” said Catherine E. Lhamon, the Department’s assistant secretary for civil rights. “Vigilant attention to the rights of students with disabilities will help ensure fair treatment for every student and that every student has equal access to educational programs and has an opportunity to experience success.”

All guidance documents are available on the ED.gov website.
U.S. Department of Education Announces Six Winners of the 2016 Promise Neighborhoods Grant Competition
The U.S. Department of Education announced todaythe six winners of the 2016 Promise Neighborhoods competition, which will award $33 million to help communities launch, scale, and sustain educational supports and community-based services to meet the complex needs of children and families. Read the complete list of 2016 grantees. For more information click here.
U.S. Department of Education Announces First Teacher and School Leader Grant Competition
The U. S. Department of Education announced Dec 19 the first grant competition under the Teacher and School Leader (TSL) program to provide funding for states, districts, and nonprofit organizations to support, train, and reward excellent teachers and school leaders. These grants will allow educators and school leaders to identify opportunities to improve their schools; create professional development and support systems that are tailored to educators’ individual needs; and help districts and schools attract and retain a diverse, effective workforce. TSL grants will help innovative districts make similar changes to their educator support efforts, particularly for those educators serving high-need students. Enabling our highest-need students to learn from our most effective educators is critical to student success. To learn more, click here.
Applications for the FY 2017 TSL competition opened Dec. 20, 2016, and are due on March 24, 2017. 

School Ambassador Fellows
The Department has announced the availability of the online application for the 2017-18 School Ambassador Fellowship. This program is designed to broaden the agency’s Teaching Ambassador Fellowship and Principal Ambassador Fellowship programs to allow other professional school personnel -- like counselors, librarians, parent liaisons, and assistant principals -- to apply. The goal is to create a cadre of outstanding educators to inform the work of the Department, while expanding their own knowledge and expertise as they participate in and help lead the national education dialogue. As in previous years, applicants may choose to apply as Washington Fellows -- a full-time appointment where fellows are based in residence at the agency’s headquarters in Washington, D.C. -- or as Campus Fellows -- a part-time appointment where fellows collaborate with the agency while maintaining their regular school responsibilities in their home communities. The application closes January 23, 2017, at 11:59 p.m. Eastern Time.
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ParentCamp 
ParentCamp is a free “un-conference” that brings parents, caregivers, community leaders, educators, and children together to have conversations about how best to support students. It is an opportunity for those within the school communities – parents, teachers, students and community and faith-based representatives- to expand relationships, strengthen partnerships, share, network, and learn.

Upcoming ParentCamp

Illinois

Glen Ellyn

Feb 4, 2017

If your school or organization is planning to have a ParentCamp, please share this information with Carrie Jasper. Email carrie.jasper@ed.gov. 
SPOTLIGHT
As we close out 2016 let’s have a year in review of the schools, students, teachers, administrators, programs, schools, states, districts or institutions that were highlighted during the year
· Fort Campbell High School Seniors Named Wendy's High School Heisman Award Winners
· Bowley Elementary School Named 2016 - 2018 National PTA School of Excellence
· Five Fort Campbell High School Model United Nations Students Earn Awards Vanderbilt University
· DoDEA Ranks with Top Performing States in the Nation on the 2015 NAEP Science Assessment
· Student 2 Student: Ambassadors Welcome New Students
· Dr.Renée Spencer: Military Student Mentoring
· DoDEA Teachers Recipients of the Prestigious Presidential Award for Excellence in Mathematics and Science Teaching
· U.S. Department of Education Selects Three DoDEA Schools for 2016 National Blue Ribbon School Award
· Fort Campbell High School Student One of 100 Selected to Attend Girls Nation
· DoDEA Students in Scripps National Spelling Bee
· The MATHCOUNTS Competition
· Three DoDEA schools Named 2016 U.S. Department of Education Green Ribbon Schools
· Two DoDEA Students Named 2016 Military Child of the Year Recipients
· 2016 Artist Spotlight
· Delegates to the United States Senate Youth Program
· W.J. Gurganus Elementary School adopted by the Marine Air Control Squadron
· February 2015 Artist Spotlight
· Woodard Junior High Recognized in Top 2% of AVID Schools Worldwide
· Far East Jazz and Modern Music Festival
· Creative Connections 

RESOURCES
Financial Aid Tips for Parents

A new blog post offers “5 Financial Aid Tips for Parents (from a Parent).”

[image: image2.png]US. DITARTMENT OF EDUCATION

FEDERAL STUDENT AID




FAFSA is AVAILABLE on October 2016

There are significant changes to the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA®) process. Starting in the 2017-18 application cycle, families should be aware of the following changes:

· FAFSA® will be available earlier. Students will be eligible to file a 2017-18 FAFSA application on October 1, 2016.

· Students will use earlier income information for their FAFSA® application.  For 2017-18, students (and parents, as appropriate) will report 2015 income information on their application.

See the Federal Student Aid site for more information about applying for financial aid.
ANNOUNCEMENT

[image: image5.png]NEA

NATIONAL ENDOWMENT
RTS





The Big Read

The National Endowment for the Arts’ (NEA) The Big Read, in its tenth year, provides Americans with the chance to read and discuss a single book within their communities.  Governments, libraries, school districts, colleges and universities, and non-profit organizations are encouraged to apply for one of an estimated 75 grants that will be awarded for programming occurring between September 2017 and June 2018.  The application deadline is January 26, 2017.  Besides the grant, communities will receive resources, including reader’s and teacher’s guides and audio guides with commentary from artists, educators, and public figures.  Communities will also receive publicity materials.

For this cycle, communities will choose from 28 selections (novels, short stories, memoirs, poetry, and books in translation), including 13 new titles.
Change to Family, School and Community Engagement newsletter




Your input is valuable -- 

A new look for a new year -- ED is changing the newsletter.  The Family and Community Engagement Team will also be sending out a brief survey of what you would like to keep and/or change about the newsletter. Please respond immediately upon receipt so you can see your changes implemented.
______________________________________________________________

Contacts: Cynthia Hearn Dorfman, advisor; Frances Frost  and Carrie Jasper, writers and editors; and Kathy Facon, Jennifer Dailey-Perkins, Maureen Dowling, Gary Jones, Brian Thompson, and Adam Honeysett, contributors. 

To subscribe, unsubscribe or comment on this newsletter, please contact MilitaryContacts@ed.gov. 

Touching Base can be found online at: http://www2.ed.gov/news/newsletters/touchingbase/index.html.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Note: This document contains information about and from public and private entities and organizations for the reader’s information. Inclusion does not constitute an endorsement by the U.S. Department of Education of any entity or organization or the products or services offered or views expressed. This publication also contains hyperlinks and URLs created and maintained by outside organizations. They are provided for the reader’s convenience; however, the Department is not responsible for the accuracy of this information.
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