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May 2020 – Meet the MAT and DoDEA Principal of the Year
	

	MEET ED’S MILITARY AFFAIRS TEAM: “The MAT”

The U.S. Department of Education’s Office of Communications and Outreach is pleased to introduce two new members to its Military Affairs Team (MAT).
Former Air Force Captain Jermaine L. Sullivan serves as the new Team Lead and Sergeant Major Steven Townsend, Senior Army Fellow currently assigned to the U.S. Army War College, is serving a two-year fellowship with the Department.
Sullivan served in Mission Support as a Services Officer, leading and managing personnel and executing combat support activities. He will be the primary point of contact for the MAT and looks forward to connecting with military education stakeholders and performing outreach. SGM Townsend’s most recent assignment was as instructor with the U.S. Army Sergeants Major Academy, and he will serve as the point person between the Department of Defense and the Department of Education. Continuing as a Military Affairs core team member is Gary Jones, an Air Force Veteran, who will support the team through intra-agency initiatives and event work. 
The mission of the MAT is to represent the educational interests—from early learning through postsecondary education—of military families, military-connected students, and veterans; to coordinate the Department’s internal and external efforts to address their needs; to advise Department senior leadership on matters affecting this community; and to foster access to high-quality and affordable educational programs and services.     

Please contact the MAT if you have any questions or concerns: Jermaine Sullivan, Military Affairs Team Lead, jermaine.sullivan@ed.gov; Gary Jones, Military Affairs Core Team, gary.jones@ed.gov; or SGM Steve Townsend, Army Senior Fellow, steven.townsend@ed.gov.
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	COVID-19 Resources and CARES Act Information

The White House, the Department of Education, and other federal agencies continue to release and update a significant amount of guidance to support schools, educators, and families regarding COVID-19. The Department maintains and updates its ed.gov/coronavirus page with information for students, families, educators, schools, and institutions of higher education. The federal government provides information on Coronavirus.gov, CDC.gov/coronavirus, and USA.gov/coronavirus, and the President has released his Guidelines for Opening Up America Again.  
On March 27, the President signed The Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act into law. The CARES Act establishes the $30 billion Education Stabilization Fund (ESF). U.S. Secretary of Education Betsy DeVos has released the ESF funding in several tranches to distribute emergency cash grants to college students whose lives and educations have been disrupted; support continued education at America’s colleges and universities; provide emergency education block grants for governors to ensure education continues for students of all ages; support continued education for K-12 students; launch a new grant competition to spark student-centered, agile learning opportunities; and deliver funds to Historically Black Colleges and Universities (HBCUs), minority-serving institutions (MSIs), and colleges and universities serving low-income students. Please see the next article for additional information about the funds for HBCUs, MSIs, and colleges and universities serving low-income students.
Please direct education-related questions to COVID-19@ed.gov
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	Nearly $1.4 Billion in CARES Act Relief Funds to HBCUs, MSIs, and Colleges and Universities Serving Low-Income Students
On April 30, Secretary DeVos announced that nearly $1.4 billion in CARES Act funding would be directed to MSIs, including HBCUs and Tribally Controlled Colleges and Universities (TCCUs), as well as institutions serving low-income students, to help ensure learning continues during the COVID-19 national emergency. This funding is part of the Higher Education Emergency Relief Fund authorized by the CARES Act, signed into law by President Trump in March. “This administration is committed to the success of HBCUs, minority-serving institutions, and the students they serve. Each institution is unique and is an important part of this country’s educational fabric,” said Secretary DeVos.  Institutions may spend this funding for multiple allowable uses, including covering the cost of technology associated with a transition to distance education, grants to cover the costs of attendance for eligible students, and faculty and staff trainings.
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	Secretary Devos and President Trump Honor Teachers

May 4–8, 2020, was National Teacher Appreciation Week. “To all of our outstanding teachers across the country, Happy National #TeacherAppreciationWeek!” Secretary DeVos declared on social media. “This Administration is so grateful for all you do to support, encourage and inspire our nation’s students!” Additionally, in a video, the Secretary said, “While great teachers deserve our gratitude every week, I want to take a few moments to especially celebrate and thank you this week. Thank you for all you do to keep your students learning, engaged, and connected.” President Trump released his Presidential Message on National Teacher Day, 2020 (May 5), in which he “recognize[d] the countless men and women who dedicate their lives to instilling character, integrity, and knowledge in the hearts and minds of our Nation’s students.” The message concluded, “Teachers help shape the minds of children during their most impressionable years, strengthen and support their communities, and develop the leaders of tomorrow. Today, we pay tribute to these extraordinary and thoughtful men and women and thank them for their compassionate service to their communities and country.”
	

	Secretary DeVos Honors Two Educators with Inaugural Presidential Cybersecurity Education Award
Secretary DeVos announced that Donna Woods and Kara Four Bear have been selected as the inaugural Presidential Cybersecurity Education Award recipients.   Ms. Woods, of Canyon Springs High School in Moreno Valley, California, and Ms. Four Bear, of New Town Middle School in New Town, North Dakota, are recognized for instilling in their students the skills, knowledge, and passion for cybersecurity.
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	Terri Marshall Selected as 2020 DoDEA Principal of the Year

Dr. Terri Marshall has been selected as the 2020 DoDEA Virtual High School Principal of the Year. DoDEA Director Thomas Brady praised Dr. Marshall for her work in building and expanding the Virtual High School to its current structure and for providing invaluable support to DoDEA schools across Europe, Pacific, and Americas Regions as the COVID-19 pandemic forced a complete transition to digital learning. Dr. Marshall has a long list of accomplishments with the Virtual High School,” said Brady. “However, over the past several weeks Terri’s tireless support of other principals has had an impact on every school and student in our entire system.” She served as a Principal in Residence at DoDEA headquarters prior to taking on the principalship at DoDEA’s Virtual High School.
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	Brian Durrant is the 2020 School Nurse of the Year

Brian Durrant was selected by the Overseas School Health Nurses Association as its 2020 School Nurse of the Year.  He currently works for the Department of Defense Education Activity at Daegu Elementary School in South Korea, which serves military-connected and Department of Defense dependents. Brian has been a school nurse since 2012, and he finds that working with military-connected students is incredibly rewarding. He also has the leading role on his Continuous School Improvement team, serving as the Healthy Culture Chair.
	[image: image7.jpg]




	Military Appreciation Month!

May is Military Appreciation Month, the month we honor current and former members of the U.S. Armed Forces, the National Military past and present, and those who have died in pursuit of our freedom. Thank you to all who have served for your service and sacrifice! We also celebrate Military Spouse Appreciation Day and Armed Forces Day in May.

President Trump issued a proclamation marking Armed Forces Day. “Today, and every day, we reaffirm our unwavering support for the millions of American patriots who fill the ranks of our Armed Forces,” the President said. “We are eternally grateful for every Soldier, Sailor, Airman, Marine, Coast Guardsman, and member of the Space Force, and we deeply appreciate the sacrifices their families and loved ones make on our behalf. As one Nation, we pledge to always honor this service and this devotion given to our great country.”  
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	New Grant Competition for School Districts to Launch Student-Centered Funding Program
Secretary DeVos announced a $3 million grant competition that will give school districts the opportunity to launch student-centered funding programs. The competition, authorized by the Every Student Succeeds Act, will allow school districts to combine eligible federal funds with state and local funds in order to allocate resources based on students’ individual needs.
	

	Improving the Listening Experience at Home
May is Better Hearing and Speech Month (BHSM), which aims to raise awareness concerning disorders of speech, hearing, voice, and language. Hearing loss affects more than 48 million people in the U.S. Some people are born with hearing loss, or it can occur later in life as noise-induced hearing loss or as a natural part of aging. During the COVID-19 pandemic, hearing challenges, such as turning the volume way up on the television or complaining frequently about people mumbling, may become more obvious to family members, according to the American Speech-Language-Hearing Association. By practicing good communication skills, family members can take steps to improve the listening experience for all at home. Small steps like waiting until you are in the same room to talk with others or facing your communication partner when speaking can help with hearing challenges.
	

	Parent Training and Information Centers Seeking Grant Applications

The Department issued a notice inviting applications for new awards for fiscal year 2020 for Training and Information for Parents of Children with Disabilities.  According to the notice, these funds promote the effective education of children with disabilities by “strengthening the role and responsibility of parents and ensuring that families of such children have meaningful opportunities to participate in the education of their children at school and at home.” Applications are due by June 22, 2020.  
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	Memorial Day is Celebrated on Monday, May 25, 2020
Do you know the difference between Memorial Day and Veteran’s Day? Memorial Day is a day to reflect and honor those who died while serving in the military. Veterans Day is a celebration of the living who served and are still serving. Remember that Memorial Day means more than the start of summer!
	[image: image10.jpg]




	D-Day Hero Ray Lambert
Watch this inspiring  video narrated by Sam Elliott about D-day hero Ray Lambert.
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	DOD Works to Prevent Summer Slide
The Department of Defense (DOD) encourages readers to “investigate and explore” to prevent summer slide. The DOD’s Military, Welfare and Recreation Digital Library is partnering with iREAD’s Summer Reading in 2020 to inspire readers of all ages to embrace its theme: “Dig Deeper: Read, Investigate, Discover!”
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