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FEATURE
Avoid Summer Slide

Research shows most students lose two to three months of reading skills and two months of math skills every summer.  Over the summer months, some students experience a slide in learning that can contribute to gaps in achievement, employment, and college and career success.  This is particularly true for low-income students who lose access to critical supports that keep them safe, healthy, and engaged during the school year.

Summer engagement is a key priority for the Obama Administration, which launched the Summer Opportunity Project earlier this year.  The project is a multi-agency effort, in partnership with the Summer Learning Association and other collaborators, which aims to: increase the percentage of youth participating in evidence-based summer programs, decrease the percentage of youth experiencing violence during the summer, and support young people in securing their first jobs.

To further support summer learning, the Department launched a Summer Learning Portal with access to key tools and resources to help communities design and implement effective summer learning programs (video with tips to avoid the Summer Slide).

FACT SHEET: Expanding Access to High-Quality Early Learning

The U.S. Departments of Education and Health and Human Services released a national report and state reports August 1  that show Early Learning Challenge states are rapidly improving the quality of early learning programs while enrolling more children, especially from low- and moderate-income families, in the highest-quality programs. 

The Obama Administration has consistently called for the expansion of high-quality early education and invested more than $1 billion to support 20 states as they undertake efforts to close the school readiness gap and raise the bar on quality across their early education systems.  Thanks to the Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant program, hundreds of thousands more children—particularly those with high-needs and from low-income families—are enrolled in high-quality, state-funded preschool and other early learning programs than there were in 2011. High-quality preschool is a critical means of expanding educational equity and opportunity by giving every child a strong start. Studies show that attending high-quality early education can result in children building a solid foundation for achieving the academic, health and social outcomes that are of benefit to individual families and to the country as a whole. Children who attend these programs are more likely to do well in school, find good jobs and succeed in their careers than those who don’t. And they are less likely to drop out of high school, have interactions with the criminal justice system or experience teen pregnancy. Research has shown that taxpayers receive a high average return on investments in high-quality early childhood education relative to a number of other interventions—particularly those made later in a child’s development—with savings in areas like improved educational outcomes, increased labor productivity and a reduction in crime.  Read more…
Education Department Releases Guidance on Homeless Children and Youth

On July 27, the U.S. Department of Education released guidance to states and school districts on the new provisions in the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) for supporting homeless youth. The new provisions address the needs of homeless individuals, and ensure educational rights and protections for homeless children and youth. The guidance will assist state and local partners in understanding and implementing the new law in order to better protect and serve homeless students and help schools in providing these students with much needed stability, safety, and support. 

To accompany the guidance, the Department will also release a fact sheet for teachers, principals, counselors and other school staff to provide an overview of the unique needs of homeless students, a summary of the protections for homeless children and youths under the McKinney-Vento Act, and recommendations for how educators can help.

The new guidance in its entirety can be found here. This guidance is part of a series of guidance documents that will be released on the new provisions in ESSA.  For more information please go to https://www.ed.gov/news/press-releases/education-department-releases-guidance-homeless-children-and-youth. 

U.S. Secretary of Education John B. King Jr. held a press call July 27 to discuss the Every Student Succeeds Act, and how the Administration will continue to work with states and districts to better serve the nation’s most vulnerable students, including homeless students.

U.S. Department of Education Releases Guidance on Civil Rights of Students with ADHD

On July 26, the U.S. Department of Education’s Office for Civil Rights (OCR) issued guidance clarifying the obligation of schools to provide students with attention-deficit/hyperactivity disorder (ADHD) with equal educational opportunity under Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973.

The guidance provides a broad overview of Section 504 and school districts’ obligations to provide educational services to students with disabilities, including students with ADHD.  In addition to the guidance, the Department also released a Know Your Rights document that provides a brief overview of schools’ obligations to students with ADHD.

Over the last five years, OCR has received more than 16,000 complaints that allege discrimination on the basis of disability in elementary and secondary education programs. More than 10 percent involve allegations of discrimination against students with ADHD. The most common complaint concerns academic and behavioral difficulties students with ADHD experience at school when they are not timely and properly evaluated for a disability, or when they do not receive necessary special education or related aids and services.  For more information please click here.

Education Department Proposes Rule on State Authorization of Postsecondary Distance Education, Foreign Locations

On July 22, The U.S. Department of Education proposed regulations that seek to improve oversight and protect more than 5.5 million distance education students at degree-granting institutions, including nearly 3 million exclusively online students by clarifying the state authorization requirements for postsecondary distance education

To ensure that institutions offering distance education are legally authorized and monitored by states, as required by the Higher Education Act, the proposed regulations clarify state authorization requirements for institutions to participate in the Department’s federal student aid programs. The proposed regulations also address state and federal oversight of American colleges operating in foreign locations worldwide. The proposed regulations were published in the Federal Register on July 25. The public comment period will end Aug. 24. The Department expects to publish a final regulation before the end of the year. 

For more information, please click here.
EFFECTIVE  PRACTICE
Welcoming Environments will be the theme for the summer months.

Becky Brown of Jefferson Parish School System in Louisiana

I recently had the pleasure of talking with Becky Brown of Jefferson Parish School System in what town?, Louisiana.  Today Becky is working as a certification specialist for the county.  But for several years Becky served her community first as a teacher, then as a vice principal and finally as a principal. For over 30 years she was an educator and administrator.

During her years as principal she would assign three parents to each classroom to assist the teacher.  Parents were trained in those roles, but more important they were welcomed.  She had Family Day where parents and students learned through fun activities what was being taught in the classroom.  She held student/parent dances providing time for the bond between parent and child to grow, but to know there was a place where they were both welcomed.  She even provided time for parents to talk with her one on one.

As a principal she knew the names of all of her students and cared about them and their families. When out shopping or running errands, Becky is often stopped by former students or parents who want to let her know how they are doing and how her actions made a difference in their lives. She presently has a following of over 7000 on Facebook, most of whom are parents and former students.  Her philosophy as a teacher, vice principal, and principal was ”Let the children know you care and love them,“ and “Let the parents know that they are needed.“
For more information about what Becky did to create partnerships with parents, please contact Becky Brown at becky.brown@jppss.k12.la.us or call 504-349-7964.

BLUE RIBBON SCHOOLS
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Nationally recognized schools realize the importance of family and community engagement.  Each month a Blue Ribbon School will be highlighted for the ways in which it engages and partners with parents and community to achieve the academic success of all children. 
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2015 National Blue Ribbon School – Kyrene Traditional Academy‐Sureño Campus (KTA) is the only Traditional Model School in the Kyrene District, located in Chandler, AZ serving over 550 students in grades K‐5.  KTA has become well‐known for innovative and rigorous academics, enriching after‐school opportunities, and amazing parent and community support. School climate at KTA is supportive and nurturing. Parent participation and volunteerism are significant factors to their success. KTA administrators provide leadership that puts children and families first while diverse community partnerships add to the fabric of their school.  
KTA encourages strong engagement with its families and the larger community. A cornerstone of their traditional model is active parental involvement. Families at KTA have volunteer hour requirements which can be met in a variety of ways.  In just the first few months of the 2015 school year, parents contributed over 550 hours of service to the school. 

Partnership goals and action plans for training the parent and community volunteers are collaboratively developed through regular meetings, communications and connections with the vibrant Parent‐Teacher Organization (PTO). PTO also provides a forum for parents, teachers, and organizations to discuss issues and contribute time, ideas and efforts on behalf of KTA. KTA’s Parents Assisting Learning of Students (PALS) program supports teachers in developing classroom materials. For more information about their family engagement strategies, contact Dr. Marianne Lescher, principal of Kyrene Elementary School, at mlesch@kyrene.org or call 480- 541‐5400.
EVENT
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ParentCamp
ParentCamp is an ”unconference” which allows parents, educators, and students to come together to talk about the things that matter most to them. The camps are free and open to the community.   

Schedule of future ParentCamps:

Washington, D.C.                Oct 14

Detroit, MI                        Oct 16

Chesterfield, VA                 Nov 3 
Save the Date for ParentCamp: Improving Literacy Outcomes U.S. Department of Education October 14, 2016. The October ParentCamp will provide a platform for all parents to share their concerns and ideas for the academic success of all children. For information about these ParentCamps and others go to: http://www.parentcamp.org/find-a-parentcamp/  or http://www.ed.gov/family-and-community-engagement. 

If you plan to have a ParentCamp, please email carrie.jasper@ed.gov giving location and date.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Parent Teacher Home Visit Project Annual Conference 
The Parent Teacher Home Visit Project Annual Conference will be held in Washington, DC October 20-22 at the Washington Court Hotel.

Break-out sessions will include topics such as building cultural capacity, out of school time, attendance, and school climate, all in the context of the empowerment model of family engagement.
Registration begins August 1 at www.pthvp.org. Proposals for presentations are due by September 1. For more information, please contact Carrie Rose , Executive Director, at carrie@pthvp.org or call 916-752-3206.
Green Apple Day of Service
On Saturday, September 24, students, parents, teachers, businesses, and local organizations are given the opportunity to transform schools into safe, healthy, and productive learning environments through local service projects.  Find an event in your area or post your own.
Green Apple is a global movement to put all children in schools where they have clean and healthy air to breathe, where energy and resources are conserved, and where they can be inspired to dream of a brighter future.

To learn more about Green Apple, go to http://mygreenapple.org/about.
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Tools for Students

This month Kids.gov highlights the election process. And with summer almost over, we are highlighting “Back to School” tips.
For Grades K-5 and 6-8
Learn How to Become President of the United States https://kids.usa.gov/president/index.shtml


You can order or download the President Poster here:

http://publications.usa.gov/USAPubs.php?PubID=6099
Activities and ideas can be found here:

https://kids.usa.gov/teachers/lesson-plans/government/president/index.shtml
Kick Off For the School Year

Here are some “Back to School” tips and suggestions:
http://kidshealth.org/en/kids/back-to-school.html 
Helping Parents Get Ready for “Back to School”
https://kids.usa.gov/parents/health-and-safety/general-health/helping-parents-get-ready-for-back-to-school/index.shtml 

Calendars that include events for every month:

https://kids.usa.gov/teachers/calendar/index.shtml.
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NEWCOMER TOOL KIT
To welcome and expand opportunities for Linguistic Integration and Education, The Department of Education designed a Newcomer Toolkit to help schools support immigrants, refugees, and their families with a successful integration process.  This toolkit will provide information, resources and examples of effective practices that educators can use to support newcomers in schools and communities. To access the full document go to http://www.ed.gov/about/offices/list/oela/new-comer-toolkit/ncomertoolkit.pdf.
Federal Student Aid Financial Aid Toolkit
The Financial Aid Toolkit from the U.S. Department of Education provides federal student aid information and outreach tools for counselors, college access professionals, nonprofit mentors, and others, and can be accessed here. A demo of the Department of Education’s financial counseling tool can also be found here. For additional resources and regular updates, check out the Federal Student Aid Facebook page. 

Education Matters
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The Center for Faith-based and Neighborhood Partnerships has a monthly bulletin called Education Matters  highlighting key information and issues around education. The information shared contributes to creating a culture of education excellence in various communities.  It can be accessed at: http://www.ed.gov/edblogs/fbnp/resources/ under the ‘Resource’ tab. 

For any questions or follow-up, contact the Center for Faith-based and Neighborhood Partnerships directly at 202- 453-6340.
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Every Kid In the Park Prepares for A Second Year!
As part of President Obama’s commitment to protect our nation’s unique outdoor spaces and ensure that every American has the opportunity to visit and enjoy them, the Every Kid in a Park initiative allows fourth graders nationwide to obtain a pass for free entry. Kids and their families will be able to obtain free access to more than 2,000 federally managed lands and waters nationwide for an entire year. This program started on September 1, 2015 with the second year of this annual program beginning on September 1, 2016.  Parents, teachers, and community organizations can lead fun, educational outings for kids currently in the 4th grade to any national park, national forest, or other federal land or water site across the country.  More information to help plan trips is available at the Every Kid in a Park website. 

You can find frequent updates to Every Kid in the Park on Twitter: @EveryKidInAParkand on Facebook. 
TIPS OF THE MONTH
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Special Days in August
FAMILY FUN MONTH
Family Fun Month is celebrated throughout the month of August. Take the time to enjoy your family.

Tips
Do some fun activities with the family: 

· Order pizza and watch a movie in the backyard

· Go out for ice cream

· Day trip to the zoo

· Spend the Day at the park

· Cook meals together

August 1 Respect For Parents Day
To make families become united and strong, recognize the leadership roles parents have, and respect parents. 
Tip
Make sure you are respectful to your parents. 

August 7 American Family Day

Arizona recognizes American Family Day. American Family Day is a non-paid holiday established as a separate day to appreciate family members by spending time with them.

Tip

Show your family you appreciate them.  Tell them and do something together. Walk, talk or just sit together.

Sister's Day is the first Sunday in August.  It’s a time to celebrate being or having a sister. Sisters are truly special and unique. 

Tip

Spend time with your sister. 

August 11 Son and Daughter Day
Son and Daughter Day is a day to spend with your children. 

Tip

Give the gift of time. Spend time with your son and daughter. 

August 26 Women's Equality Day 

Women's Equality Day commemorates the 19th Amendment to the Constitution, granting women the right to vote.  This day was selected to commemorate the passage of the 19th Amendment to the Constitution on August 26, 1920. 

Tips

Read about the suffragettes.

Discover the accomplishments of women by visiting a women’s museum.
The Office of Communications and Outreach works with state and local education agencies to empower parents with the information to help them be full partners in the education and academic progress of their children. 
For more information, please contact Carrie Jasper at carrie.jasper@ed.gov or call 202-401-1524.
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