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FEATURE
Trends in State and Local Expenditures on Corrections and Education
On July 7, the U.S. Department of Education released the report, Trends in State and Local Expenditures on Corrections and Education. State and local spending on prisons and jails has increased at triple the rate of funding for public education for preschool through grade (P-12) education in the last three decades, a new analysis by the U.S. Department of Education found. Additionally, the report paints a particularly stark picture of higher education spending across the country at a time when postsecondary education matters more than ever. Since 1990, state and local spending on higher education has been largely flat while spending on corrections has increased 89 percent.  The graphic shows how in 30 years corrections’ spending has grown at a faster rate than education spending. For more information, go to http://www.ed.gov/news/press-releases/report-increases-spending-corrections-far-outpace-education.. 

U.S. Education Secretary John B. King Jr. Discussed Parental Engagement at National PTA Annual Convention 

On July 1, U.S. Secretary of Education John B. King Jr. delivered keynote remarks at the National PTA Annual Convention and discussed the importance of parent and family engagement in implementing the Every Students Succeeds Act (ESSA).  Secretary King also called on the audience to promote student and teacher diversity along all dimensions to prepare students to be leaders in their careers and communities.  The keynote was livestreamed on ED’s Facebook page. For more information about the convention, go to http://www.pta.org/newsevents/convention2016.cfm?ItemNumber=4693.  For more information on the press release, go to http://www.ed.gov/news/press-releases. 

Letter to Chief State School Officers regarding stakeholder engagement during implementation of the Every Student Succeeds Act
On June 23, a Dear Colleague letter was sent to all Chief State School Officers. The purpose of the letter was to highlight the importance and utility of stakeholder engagement as States and local school districts transition to and, eventually, implement the ESSA, and to provide guidance, resources, and examples of stakeholder engagement for States and districts to consider. The Department recommends that States and districts design processes that allow stakeholders the opportunity to provide meaningful feedback throughout the development of plans and policies related to ESSA implementation as well as throughout the implementation of the law. “Let's Get This Conversation Started: Strategies, Tools, Examples and Resources to Help States Engage with Stakeholders to Develop and Implement their ESSA Plans” provides help in the development of a meaningful stakeholder engagement plan. For more information about the letter and resources, click here. 

U.S. Departments of Education and Health and Human Services Release Joint Guidance on Foster Youth

Education Department Calls on States to Meaningfully Engage with Stakeholders and Reduce Barriers to Stakeholder Engagement
On June 23, the U.S. Departments of Education and Health and Human Services t released guidance to states, school districts and child welfare agencies on new provisions in the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) for supporting children in foster care. The guidance aims to assist state and local partners in understanding and implementing the new law, and to inform state and local collaboration between educational and child welfare agencies across the nation for the well-being of children in foster care. The guidance is the first the Department of Education will be releasing regarding provisions of the Every Student Succeeds Act in the coming weeks and months to help states, districts and schools as they work to implement the new law. The guidance in its entirety can be found here. In addition, the Department is releasing a letter to states and districts stressing the importance and utility of stakeholder engagement as they begin to transition to ESSA.  

For more detailed information and links to the foster care guidance and toolkit, go to http://www.ed.gov/news/press-releases/us-departments-education-and-health-and-human-services-release-joint-guidance-foster-youth. 

New Data Show Chronic Absenteeism is Widespread and Prevalent Among All Student Groups

A new analysis from the U.S. Department of Education shows that chronic absenteeism impacts students in all parts of the country and is prevalent among all races, as well as students with disabilities. The first-ever national comprehensive data collected on chronic absenteeism reveal that more than 6 million students – or 13 percent of all students – missed at least 15 days of school in the 2013-14 schoolyear. The data paint a striking picture of how many students miss three weeks or more of school each year. 

The new national chronic absenteeism data are included in the 2013-14 Civil Rights Data Collection (CRDC). The data reveals a comprehensive look at conditions within over 99,500 public schools across the country or 99.5 percent of all public schools. The CRDC included data on all students from elementary, middle, and high school, including students of color, students with disabilities, and students with limited English proficiency.  The Department has a new interactive website showing the extent of the crisis in terms of geography, ethnicity, disability status, and school level.  

To learn more and read about the efforts of the White House and other agencies, go to http://www.ed.gov/news/press-releases/new-data-show-chronic-absenteeism-widespread-and-prevalent-among-all-student-groups?utm_name=.
Troubling Pay Gap for Early Childhood Teachers
On June 14, the U. S. Department of Education and Health and Human Services released a report that shines a spotlight on the gap in pay for early education teachers. The report revealed that preschool teachers are paid less than mail order clerks, tree trimmers and pest control workers. Child care workers make less than hairdressers and janitors. In fact, most early childhood educators earn so little that they qualify for public benefits, including the very programs targeting low-income families in which they teach. To learn more go to https://www.ed.gov/news/press-releases/fact-sheet-troubling-pay-gap-early-childhood-teachers. 

EFFECTIVE  PRACTICE
Welcoming Environments will be the theme for the summer months.

Beacon Heights Elementary School in Prince George’s County, MD

I was recently invited to attend a Career Day at Beacon Heights Elementary School, in Prince George’s County, Maryland.  To my amazement the school has an outreach to parents that starts at the door.  As I entered the school the first thing I noticed was a Bulletin Board that welcomed parents.  I saw parents who were guides and volunteers in the hallway welcoming incoming visitors.  I noticed parents in classrooms assisting teachers.  And I noticed the comradery between principal, staff, teachers, and parents.  There is a recognition board of parents who assist the school and I was told of and shown a garden built by the parents to beautify school grounds.  Also there were corners of the school and school yard decorated with large art forms done by parents.  One can see that the children are surrounded by care, affection, beauty, and harmony.  To learn more about Beacon’s welcoming environment, go to http://www1.pgcps.org/beaconheights/ or contact Lynne Stuewe, Principal at Lynne.Litsky@pgcps.org or call 301-918-8700.
BLUE RIBBON SCHOOLS
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Nationally recognized schools realize the importance of family and community engagement.  Each month a Blue Ribbon School will be highlighted for ways in which it engages and partners with parents and community to achieve the academic success of all children. 
[image: image3.png]



2015 National Blue Ribbon School – KIPP STRIVE Academy in Atlanta, Georgia, is an open‐enrollment college preparatory charter school in the national Knowledge is Power Program (KIPP) network. 

STRIVE Academy has high expectations for parents. 

KIPP STRIVE Academy set forth a vision to build and maintain healthy relationships with their parents, community, and business partners. Parents are invited to attend academic workshops, and contribute to the school by volunteering their time when possible.  

The principal hosts Principal Roundtable discussions for all parents to make announcements concerning the school and for parents to ask questions, express concerns, and request what they may need in terms of supporting their scholar.  

Parents may speak directly with teachers, counselors, and/or the principal. KIPP STRIVE Academy also encourages parents to be partners in the classroom by hosting Content Night where parents are invited to “sit in the seat of their scholar” to learn and ask questions about specific content material.
  

To learn more about KIPP STRIVE Academy and their partnership with parents and community, visit http://www.kippmetroatlanta.org/kipp-strive-academy or contact Ms. Christy Harris, Principal at  info@kippstrive.org  or call 404-753‐1530.
EVENTS
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2016 National Family and Community Engagement Conference
The Institute for Educational Leadership (IEL) held the 2016 National Family and Community Engagement Conference June 20-22 at the David L. Lawrence Convention Center in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. More than 1500 educators, practitioners, parent liaisons, parents, state and federal representatives attended the event. 
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ParentCamp
On June 19, IEL launched their conference with a ParentCamp.  Over 200 parents attended.  

ParentCamp is an ”unconference” which allows parents, educators, and students to come together to talk about the things that matter most to them. The camps are free and open to the community.   

Schedule of future ParentCamps:

Washington, D.C.                Oct 14

Detroit, MI                        Oct 16

Chesterfield, VA                 Nov 3 
Save the Date for ParentCamp: Improving Literacy Outcomes U.S. Department of Education October 14, 2016. The October parentcamp will provide a platform for all parents to share their concerns and ideas for the academic success of all children. For information about these ParentCamps and others go to: http://www.parentcamp.org/find-a-parentcamp/  or http://www.ed.gov/family-and-community-engagement. 

If you plan to have a parentcamp, please email carrie.jasper@ed.gov giving location and date.
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     Jonava Johnson and Dianne Giblin 
         in Region IV office
Region 4 Continues to Expand Internationally

On June 15, 2016, the Chief Executive Officer of the Australian Council of State School Organizations Dianne Giblin met with Jonava Johnson of Region IV in Atlanta, Georgia. 

Ms. Giblin was interested in learning more about ParentCamps after hearing about parentcamps from Donna Simaris, Communications Officer for the Family-School and Community Partnerships Bureau and National Government in Australia who met with Jonava Johnson in July of 2014. At that time Ms. Johnson and Ms. Simaris discussed the U.S. Department of Education’s Family and Community Engagement Framework.  

Ms. Johnson discussed parentcamps and the impact parentcamps could have on parents, teachers, students, administrators, and businesses in Australia.  Ms. Giblin let Ms. Johnson know that she plans to duplicate what she received in their meeting. During the meeting Ms. Dianne Giblin asked if she could take a picture of ED’s mission statement and carry it back with her to Australia as they do not have a mission statement.  

Ms. Johnson also shared what ED’s missions and initiatives are and what ED has and is implementing in family engagement.  
Ms Giblin expressed the desire to have further technical assistance to implement parentcamps and family engagement practices that ED has begun across the United States.
The Australian Council of State School Organizations is equivalent to the National PTA in the United States.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
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New Grant Opportunity: 
Comprehensive Centers Program—National Comprehensive Center on Improving Literacy for Students with Disabilities
The Office of Special Education and Rehabilitative Services (OSERS) along with the Office of Elementary and Secondary Education (OESE) announce a new grant opportunity for the Comprehensive Centers Program: National Comprehensive Center on Improving Literacy for Students with Disabilities. The notice can be viewed at the Federal Register.
To apply for the grant go to Grants.gov. Application deadline is July 25, 2016. 

OSEP conducted an informational webinar on June 27, 2016. For more information please contact Kristen Rhoads at Kristen.Rhoads@ed.gov or call  202-245-6715.

World Refugee Day 

In September 2016, the President will host the Leaders’ Summit on Refugees, a global gathering that will generate broader and deeper commitments to increase humanitarian aid for refugees, provide refugees in more countries with new opportunities for resettlement, help more children go to school and allow adults to work and support themselves and their families. 

Click on World Refugee Day and see the White House “interactive map.” 
Click on #RefugeesWelcome: Starting Over After Fleeing Civil War and here Sahro’s, (Heshima Kenya’s) story.

Join the conversation online and share your story using #RefugeesWelcome.

NEWCOMER TOOL KIT
On June 30, the White House announced “Bright Spots” for welcoming and expanding opportunities for Linguistic Integration and Education. The announcement identified a list of resources including the introduction of the Department of Education’s Newcomer Toolkit designed to help schools support immigrants, refugees, and their families with a successful integration process.  This toolkit will provide information, resources and examples of effective practices that educators can use to support newcomers in schools and communities. To access the full document go to http://www.ed.gov/about/offices/list/oela/new-comer-toolkit/ncomertoolkit.pdf
RESOURCES
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Tools for Students

This month Kids.gov highlights the importance of art and preparing healthy summer snacks. Follow the links to view the videos:   
The Importance of Art
Why kids should learn about art https://youtu.be/R9pcufQgtcQ 

Why should we save or preserve art?https://youtu.be/5e-A1zvuG8U 

Career Spotlight: Fine Arts Specialist https://youtu.be/veEZ0_M8iLE 

Healthy Snacks for the Summer: 

Cucumber Yogurt Dip https://youtu.be/XrQtaL8Wm9E 

Peanut Butter Banana Smoothie https://youtu.be/oZpqz94SFNU 

Frozen Fruit Cups https://youtu.be/2Y9mPmbiwy8.

Education Matters
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The Center for Faith-based and Neighborhood Partnerships has a monthly bulletin called Education Matters  highlighting key information and issues around education. The information shared contributes to creating a culture of education excellence in various communities.  It can be accessed at: http://www.ed.gov/edblogs/fbnp/resources/ under the ‘Resource’ tab. 

For any questions or follow-up, contact the Center for Faith-based and Neighborhood Partnerships directly at 202- 453-6340.
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Every Kid In the Park Prepares for A Second Year!
As part of President Obama’s commitment to protect our nation’s unique outdoor spaces and ensure that every American has the opportunity to visit and enjoy them, the Every Kid in a Park initiative allows fourth graders nationwide to obtain a pass for free entry. Kids and their families will be able to obtain free access to more than 2,000 federally managed lands and waters nationwide for an entire year. This program started on September 1, 2015 with the second year of this annual program beginning on September 1, 2016.  Parents, teachers, and community organizations can lead fun, educational outings for kids currently in the 4th grade to any national park, national forest, or other federal land or water site across the country.  More information to help plan trips is available at the Every Kid in a Park website. 

You can find frequent updates to Every Kid in the Park on Twitter: @EveryKidInAPark. And on Facebook. 

TIPS OF THE MONTH
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Special Days in July
July 4 Independence Day 

Referred to as the Fourth of July or July Fourth in the U.S., is a federal holiday commemorating the adoption of the Declaration of Independence on July 4, 1776, by the Continental Congress declaring that the thirteen American colonies regarded themselves as a new nation, the United States of America, and no longer part of the British Empire. 

July 7 National Father Daughter Take A Walk Day

National Father Daughter Take a Walk Day is observed annually on July 7th. This day was created to promote the benefits of family bonding time between fathers and daughters as well as the benefits of physical activity

Tip
Dads walk with your daughter(s) around the block. 
July 24 National Parents Day 
National Parents Day is annually celebrated, in the United States, on the fourth Sunday in July. Similar to a combination of Father’s Day and Mother’s Day, National Parents Day is a day to honor your parents. Show appreciation to them and to celebrate family.

Tip
Have a family picnic. Invite the grandparents let them know you appreciate them. 

July 26 National Aunt and Uncle’s Day 
Aunt and Uncle’s Day is celebrated annually on July 26th. Spending holidays together, special family times and sometimes sleepovers, aunts and uncles often form a special place in our hearts and fill our lives with fun, laughter, love and wonderful memories.  They are people we can turn to and trust and we know that they will be there for us.

Tip
Call your aunt and/or uncle. Let them know of one event that impressed you while with them. 

July 28 Buffalo Soldiers Day 

Buffalo Soldiers Day is observed annually on July 28th.  This day commemorates the formation in 1866 of the first regular Army regiments comprising African-American soldiers. “Buffalo Soldiers” (one of many African-American regiments raised during the Civil War) were established by Congress as the first peacetime all-black regiments in the regular U.S. Army. Buffalo Soldier Commemorations have been held throughout our nation since 1992 when the United States Congress passed a law designating July 28th as Buffalo Soldiers Day in the United States.

Tips
Find out more about the Buffalo Soldiers 

· How they got their name, and

· How they served their country.
The Office of Communications and Outreach works with state and local education agencies to empower parents with the information to help them be full partners in the education and academic progress of their children. 
For more information, please contact Carrie Jasper at carrie.jasper@ed.gov or call 202-401-1524.
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Family, School, and Community Engagement is edited by Carrie Jasper and designed by Barbara Julius of the U.S. Department of Education.
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