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FEATURE
Education Department Pushes for Alternatives to Criminal History Questions in College Admissions 

On May 9, the U.S. Department of Education urged America’s colleges and universities to remove barriers that can prevent the estimated 70 million citizens with criminal records from pursuing higher education, including considering the chilling effect of inquiring early in the application process whether prospective students have ever been arrested.

The Department made the recommendation in a new resource guide, Beyond the Box: Increasing Access to Higher Education for Justice-Involved Individuals, which encourages alternatives to inquiring about criminal histories during college admissions and provides recommendations to support a holistic review of applicants.

This announcement is another example of the Obama Administration’s commitment to expanding educational opportunity as a key part of efforts to reduce recidivism, and combat the impact of mass incarceration on communities. 

Last July, the Education Department announced the Second Chance Pell Pilot program to test new models to allow incarcerated Americans to receive Pell Grants and pursue a postsecondary education with the goal of helping them get jobs, support their families, and turn their lives around. In November, the Department also announced up to $8 million in Adult Reentry Education Grants to support educational attainment and reentry success for individuals who have been incarcerated. 
These initiatives are through the Federal Interagency Reentry Council and the White House’s My Brother’s Keeper Initiative, the Administration has made great strides toward improving the life outcomes of Americans who may have come into contact with the justice system by increasing access to education, employment and housing. The release of the Beyond the Box resource guide for postsecondary institutions responds to recommendations put forth by the President’s My Brother’s Keeper Task Force, which was designed to eliminate unnecessary barriers to giving justice-involved individuals a second chance.

To learn more go to http://www.ed.gov/news/press-releases/education-department-pushes-alternatives-criminal-history-questions-college-admissions. 

REPORT: The State of Racial Diversity in the Educator Workforce

New U.S. Department of Education Report Finds Holes Throughout Teacher Pipeline
The U.S. Department of Education released a report on May 6 titled “The State of Racial Diversity in the Educator Workforce,” in conjunction with the National Summit on Teacher Diversity. The report reviews trends in the diversity of elementary and secondary school educators, and examines the teacher pipeline from enrollment in postsecondary education to entrance into the teaching workforce and beyond.

The report highlights a lack of racial diversity among teachers at public elementary and secondary schools across the nation. Less than one in five U.S. public school teachers—18 percent—are individuals of color, while approximately half—49 percent—of public elementary and secondary school students are individuals of color. 

For more information about the report, go to http://www.ed.gov/news/press-releases/report-state-racial-diversity-educator-workforce and the link to the summit go to http://edstream.ed.gov/webcast/Play/129c4d2da00b4402b3bfc2b873c49f9a1d. 

ED Proposes New Regulations for School Accountability
After more than 100 meetings across the nation with students, parents, educators, state and local leaders, and other stakeholders, the U.S. Department of Education released this week a set of proposed regulations to help states as they rethink their accountability and school improvement systems under the new Every Student Succeeds Act. Whereas No Child Left Behind prescribed top-down interventions for struggling schools, the new proposed regulations provide flexibility for schools and districts to implement locally designed solutions and offer a more holistic approach to measuring a quality education than NCLB's narrow definition of school success. 

EFFECTIVE  PRACTICE

Daddying Program

This ongoing program for fathers, grandfathers and fatherly figures occurs once a month with a father/child breakfast and literature activity at The National Child Research Center Preschool (NCRC) in Washington D.C.. After the children leave to go to class there is a follow up discussion with staff that often include homework assignments for interacting with their children. 
The program is based upon REEL FATHERS a nonprofit founded in 2009. The program responded to the crisis of father engagement. The program is designed to inspire men to love, nurture and care for their children and to be skillful co-parents. The facilitators of the small group discussions use story themes as a natural springboard to impart skills that improve communication, build closer relationships, and strengthen families.

For more information about the program for Dads contact Dr. Valaida Wise, Head of School, National Child Research Center's at vwise@ncrcpreschool.org or call 202-363-8777;  Judith Wides, M.A., M.Ed., LMFT, School Counselor, National Child Research Center's at jwides@ncrcpreschool.org or call 202-363-8777 or Allan Shedlin, Founder and President Emeritus, REEL FATHERS at allan.reelfathers@gmail.com 

​To learn morego to the school’s website http://www.ncrcpreschool.org or to learn more about REEL FATHERS, go to ​www.reelfathers.org​. 
WHAT DAD DOES: THE IMPORTANCE OF BEING A POSITIVE ROLE MODEL

Fathers can truly make a difference by loving and caring for their babies, right from the start, on a daily basis. A father’s guiding hand, love and caring touch will remain with a child for a lifetime. 

The father’s primary role in the family should be as a protector, provider, nurturer and a role model for their young children. Focusing on these roles will result in a healthy and positive childhood experience. Fathers helping out within the family by changing diapers, reading to their children, playing with them and singing to them can have a positive and lasting impact. Affection and love are an essential part of the positive parenting equation and will boost a child’s confidence. A father can be a tremendous influence in teaching young children to understand the need to regulate their behavioral responses and to think before acting.

A father’s role and good modeling behavior can help stem negative behavior management issues and childhood stress in early childhood lives. Advice and encouragement are essential in rearing your children.

Also, make sure you let your children know that you believe in them. When children know that a parent has confidence in them, it comforts them and inspires them to try harder and to reach for higher goals. To ensure your children are adjusted and ready to enter the education system spend quality time with them. When fathers acts as leaders, protectors, and positive role-models for their young children, their sons and daughters will respond accordingly, and will be better prepared for success in school and life.

Father’s Day doesn’t just come around once a year. If you are a father, Father’s Day is every day. Young children learn by the lives and examples set by parents in their homes. 

For more information about fathering contact William Scott, an expert in father and parent engagement, Parents as Teachers National Center at William.Scott@parentsasteachers.org;  Shadrach McGill, a metro St. Louis based YWCA Head Start Coordinator who teaches and guides men to engage in positive ways with their young children at smcgill@headstart.ywcastlouis.org; Randall Hinton and Christopher Chambers, both Parents as Teachers parent educators, who regularly counsel fathers on parenting at Randall.Hinton@parentsasteachers.org. and Christopher.chambers@parentsasteachers.org.

Parents as Teachers promotes the optimal early development, learning and health of children by supporting and engaging their parents and caregivers. The organization believes that fathers play a vital role in producing healthy, well-adjusted and productive citizens and provides valuable resources to engage fathers in their children’s lives and improve their knowledge of child development and parenting skills. For further information and a toolkit to help facilitate increased involvement of fathers in raising healthy, school-ready children, click here.
BLUE RIBBON SCHOOLS
Nationally recognized schools realize the importance of family and community engagement.  Each month a Blue Ribbon School will be highlighted in this newsletter for staff work in engaging and partnering with parents and community for the academic success of all children. 
2015 National Blue Ribbon School - Vistancia Elementary School

Mrs. Jennifer Kazmar and her staff feel that their greatest success in working with families and community has come from looking at relationships as partnerships that require nurturing and communication. They believe it is their responsibility to ensure two‐way communication and involve families in decision‐making. They also invite their community members into the school to work with the children through programs and volunteer hours, strengthening this sense of partnership.

The staff recognizes the critical part volunteers play in students’ educational experiences. Vistancia works hard to recruit individuals from families and the community. Recruitment efforts come from teachers, who request parent volunteers at curriculum night and send home volunteer information with students. Vistancia’s administration continues these efforts by distributing volunteer information via parent newsletters and community e‐blasts. Vistancia volunteers range from parents and grandparents of both current and former students to retired district teachers to retirees in the community. 

To learn more about the events and activities Vistancia Elementary School has with the partnerships formed go to  https://schools.peoriaud.k12.az.us/sites/vistancia/Pages/2015NationalBlueRibbonSchool.aspx or contact Mrs. Jennifer Kazmar, principal, Vistancia Elementary School, Peoria Unified School District at jekazmar@peoriaud.k12.az.us or call 623-773‐6500.

EVENTS

Parent Power BootCamp

On May 18 The National Black Child Development Institute (NBCDI) hosted a one-day convening of parents and caregivers at the U.S. Department of Education to provide information to better enable them to serve as advocates for their children’s education. 
Over 200 parents and caregivers convened to hold roundtable discussions about topics concerning ESSA, accountability, assessments Title I and funding resources.

To learn more go to NBCDI’s web site. To view the event go to http://edstream.ed.gov/webcast/Play/53b9993d1cef436a9805c40d4ece46591d. 

ParentCamp Grand Prairie ISD

[image: image2.jpg]



Grand Prairie ISD (TX) held its first ParentCamp at Travis World Language Academy. Participants included the Director of Counseling, Director of Parent and Community Involvement, Director of Health Services, parent liaisons, parent liaisons’ committee members, and parents and family members from several elementary school campuses.  Discussion topics included: college and career readiness, community resources and services for students and families, helping and transitioning your child to post-secondary education, volunteer opportunities in the school, special education program and services, effective discipline, and fathers as volunteers.  
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Plans are being developed for an evening ParentCamp and a Saturday ParentCamp (in the fall) to accommodate interested parents and families.  For more information about the parentcamp held at Grand Prairie ISD, contact Victor “Skip” Forsyth, Education Specialist, Title I Statewide SS/FACE Initiative, Region 16 ESC, at skip.forsyth@esc16.net or call 806-677-5186.  
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ParentCamp

ParentCamp is an ”unconference” which allows parents, educators, and students to come together to talk about the things that matter most to them. The camps are free and open to the community.  

Schedule of future ParentCamps:

Pittsburgh, PA                  June 19       

Washington, D.C.                Oct 14

For information about these ParentCamps and others go to: http://www.parentcamp.org/find-a-parentcamp/  or http://www.ed.gov/family-and-community-engagement. 
ANNOUNCEMENTS
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2016 National Family and Community Engagement Conference
The Institute for Educational Leadership will hold the 2016 National Family and Community Engagement Conference on June 20-22, 2016 at the David L. Lawrence Convention Center in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. For more information and to register, go to: https://www.cvent.com/events/owning-our-movement-maximizing-our-impact/registration-3872b4dd0d3d4b60bd1861e61d3c572a.aspx  or contact Sarah Grunberger at grunbergers@iel.org. 

Prior to the conference a ParentCamp will be held at David L. Lawrence Convention Center in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania on June 19, 2016.  All are welcome to attend.  Parentcamp is FREE. To register, go to http://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/2447154/ParentCamp-Registration.
RESOURCES
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Tools for Students

This month Kids.gov features interviews with two engineers from NASA and a discussion about living on the moon. Follow the links to view the videos:  

Communications Engineer:

https://kids.usa.gov/watch-videos/science/communications-engineer/index.shtml
Aerospace Engineer: 

https://kids.usa.gov/watch-videos/science/aerospace-engineer/index.shtml and

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL5SUN-qc7GC74QVHa-CzQaOyy5Z1_R-BU, and

can people live on the moon

https://kids.usa.gov/watch-videos/science/people-on-moon/index.shtml
 

With the elections approaching Kids.gov invites children to take a look at the U.S. Government’s legislative process. 

What's the difference between presidential executive orders and executive actions? Click here to find out 
 

View a new infographic for How a Bill Becomes a Law:

https://kids.usa.gov/government/how-a-bill-becomes-a-law/index.shtml.  There is also a PDF/Printable version:

https://gsa-cmp-fileupload.s3.amazonaws.com/Bill-Law-Accessible.pdf
For teachers and home schoolers, link to the Lesson Plan:

https://kids.usa.gov/teachers/lesson-plans/government/how-a-bill-becomes-law/index.shtml.
Education Matters
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The Center for Faith-based and Neighborhood Partnerships has a monthly bulletin called Education Matters  highlighting key information and issues around education. The information shared contributes to creating a culture of education excellence in various communities.  It can be accessed at: http://www.ed.gov/edblogs/fbnp/resources/ under the ‘Resource’ tab. For any questions or follow-up, contact the Center for Faith-based and Neighborhood Partnerships directly at 202- 453-6340.
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Every Kid In the Park Prepares for A Second Year!
As part of President Obama’s commitment to protect our nation’s unique outdoor spaces and ensure that every American has the opportunity to visit and enjoy them, the Every Kid in a Park initiative allows fourth graders nationwide to obtain a pass for free entry. Kids and their families will be able to obtain free access to more than 2,000 federally managed lands and waters nationwide for an entire year. This program started on September 1, 2015 with the second year of this annual program beginning on September 1, 2016.  Parents, teachers, and community organizations can lead fun, educational outings for kids currently in the 4th grade to any national park, national forest, or other federal land or water site across the country.  More information to help plan trips is available at the Every Kid in a Park website. 

You can find frequent updates to Every Kid in the Park on Twitter: @EveryKidInAPark. And on Facebook. 
TIPS OF THE MONTH
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Special Days in June
June 14 

Flag Day History

National Flag Day is when Americans celebrate the meaning of their nation's flag, honor the traditions associated with its care, and educate those around them to its significance. 
Significant milestones

· June 14, 1777 the Flag Resolution was signed, making the current stars and stripes the National Flag of the United States of America. 
· May 30, 1916, President Woodrow Wilson called for the nation-wide observance of Flag Day. 
· In 1949, President Harry S. Truman signed congress' decree, making June 14th of each year National Flag Day.

Tips

Fly the flag proudly in front of your residence

Recite the pledge of allegiance

June 19 

Father's Day History

Father's Day is the day to recognize, honor and celebrate the sacrifices and accomplishments of fathers. On this day, children celebrate their fathers and father figures to show their love and appreciation. Father's Day was created to complement Mother's Day and is celebrated on the third Sunday in June. 

Significant milestones

In 1910, the Washington State Governor declared Father's Day on the 19th of July.  

In 1972 President Richard Nixon proclaimed the third Sunday in June to be recognized for Father's Day.

Tips

Make Dad a big breakfast and serve it to him in bed.

Spend the day with Dad doing one of his favorite activities: fishing, golfing, hiking.

Take the President's Fatherhood's Pledge. 

June 19 

Juneteenth History

Juneteenth, also called Freedom Day and Emancipation Day, celebrates the abolition of slavery in the United States. On June 19, 1865, Union soldiers arrived in Texas to deliver news that President Lincoln has issued the Emancipation Proclamation, freeing the enslaved. Although Lincoln's Proclamation was issued on January 1, 1863, it took nearly two and half years for word to travel from Washington to Texas. By then, Texas had amassed more than 250,000 slaves. In 1980, Texas became the first state to recognize it as an official holiday. 

Tips

Visit an African-American Museum

Read about the lives of African-Americans who lived during the 1800’s to 1900s

June 26 

International Day against Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking History

In December 1987, the International Day Against Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking was designated by the United Nations. It is celebrated annually on June 26, a symbolic day that commemorates the dismantling of the opium trade in Guangdong. The day also serves as an opportunity for Member Nations to reaffirm their support for UN Conventions that attempt to control the world's drug supply. 

The International Day Against Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking serves to draw awareness to the need for action and cooperation in order to achieve a drug-free world.   

Tip

Talk to your children about the dangers of drug abuse. 
The Office of Communications and Outreach works with state and local education agencies to empower parents with the information to help them be full partners in the education and academic progress of their children. 
For more information, please contact Carrie Jasper at carrie.jasper@ed.gov or call 202-401-1524.
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