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Education Department Releases Final Regulations to Promote a High-Quality, Well-Rounded Education and Support All Students

After considering and incorporating extensive feedback from stakeholders across the education system and the public, the U.S. Department of Education on Nov 29 announced final regulations to implement the accountability, data reporting, and state plan provisions of the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), with a focus on supporting states in using their flexibility to provide a high-quality, well-rounded education, and ensure equity remains at the core of implementation.  The regulations will help states, districts and educators seize the opportunity ESSA provides to ensure a high-quality, well-rounded education that sets every student in America up for success in college and career. Read more…
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King Sends Letter to States Calling for an End to Corporal Punishment in Schools
On Nov 22, U.S. Education Secretary John B. King Jr. sent a letter urging state leaders to end the use of corporal punishment in schools, a practice repeatedly linked to harmful short-term and long-term outcomes for students. The letter from the Secretary was sent to governors and chief state school officers and provides links to resources that can be promoted by those state leaders and adopted by district and school leaders.

The letter builds on the Obama Administration’s work with states and districts through its Rethink Discipline campaign, which has focused attention on the importance of school disciplinary approaches that foster safe, supportive, and productive learning environments in which students can thrive.

For more information about the Administration’s work on school climate and discipline go to www.ed.gov/rethinkdiscipline; to read the letter and see resources, please click here.
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Advancing Diversity and Inclusion in Higher Education
On Nov 18, The U.S. Department of Education released a report, “Advancing Diversity and Inclusion in Higher Education,” building on the Administration’s efforts to expand college opportunity for all. It presents key data that show the continuing educational inequities and opportunity gaps for students of color and low-income students and highlights promising practices that many colleges are taking to advance success for students of all backgrounds. Diversity benefits communities, schools, and students from all backgrounds, and research has shown that more diverse organizations make better decisions with better results. The report also recommends areas for further study that can help shape a path toward college opportunity and completion for all students. Click here for more information. 
In conjunction with this report, King released a Dear Colleague letter calling on institutions to do all they can to eliminate harassment and discrimination to ensure a positive environment for all students.
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Letters from the Education Secretary or Deputy Secretary
In lieu of the recently released report entitled “Advancing Diversity & Inclusion in Higher Education,” Secretary King wanted to again share the information and resources contained in that joint letter.  In particular, he wants to highlight resources that are included in the Addendum to the letter for use as work is continued to ensure that all schools and institutions are environments conducive to learning. Read letter and view resources.
School Ambassador Fellows
At the National White House School Counseling Convening with the Reach Higher initiative, Secretary John King announced that school counselors, assistant principals, and other school personnel that work with students and other educators will have the opportunity to apply for an expanded School Ambassador Fellowship program, starting with the 2017-18 cohort of fellows.  So far, the agency has just targeted teachers and principals.  Including other education professionals working with students and educators every day will bring important perspectives to discussions of federal policy and programs.
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NAEP 2015: SCIENCE
The National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) science assessment measures students’ knowledge of three major content areas—physical science, life science, and Earth and space sciences. Students in fourth and eighth-grade showed significant improvement on the 2015 National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) in science compared to 2009, with an increasing number of students performing at or above Proficient.  Results also show score gaps narrowing by race/ethnicity and gender.  There were no signficicant gaps between males’ and females’ scores in fourth-grade, however, males still scored higher than females in eighth and twelfth grade. The average score of twelfth-grade students over the same period was unchanged.

Increase in Homeschooled Children
The National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) issued a report on homeschooling in the U.S., noting the number of homeschooled students more than doubled between 1999 and 2012 from 850,000 students to 1,773,000 students.  Concern about the school environment and desire to provide religious instruction were cited most frequently as the most important reason parents chose to homeschool.
College & Career Ready
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Financial Aid Tips for Parents
The FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid) application for 2017-18 became available on-line on October 1 – months earlier than it has in past years.  Students will use earlier income information for their FAFSA® application.  For 2017-18, students (and parents, as appropriate) will report 2015 income information on their application.  Check out the blogpost for “5 Financial Aid Tips for Parents (from a Parent).”
See the Federal Student Aid site for more information about applying for financial aid.
Announcing A Joint Commitment for Better College Access

Many Americans face critical barriers in accessing the knowledge and skills needed to get a well-paying job, support their families, and contribute to the community. One study shows that coordinating available public federal benefits for students can help close the gap on unmet financial need, support students’ college completion, and lead to success in the workforce. To align federal supports and program delivery to promote college access and completion the Department of Education joined five additional federal agencies— the Department of Agriculture (USDA), the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS), Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD), Department of Labor (DOL), and Department of the Treasury (Treasury). Better alignment of existing federal resources can make a substantial difference for college access and completion. To learn more, click here.

 News from and about ED’s Family Ambassador  
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Read the Family Ambassador blogpost - Who is in your village?
The Department’s Family Ambassador, Frances Frost, started in September 2016 and has had the opportunity to meet with families, family engagement stakeholders, and school leaders from across the country. Here are a few highlights.
In October, Ms. Frost presented a workshop about family engagement at the National Center for Families Learning’s Family Summit in Detroit, MI.  During the conference, Ms. Frost met program and school administrators who were from areas ranging from Washington DC to Hawaii; and with families of children in Detroit public schools .  

Ms. Frost visited Liberty Elementary School in Baltimore City, MD as part of the Principal Shadowing Day. She also attended a parent meeting where parents shared their concerns about their children.  
In November, Ms. Frost spoke with students at the University of Maryland about the importance of family engagement in developing school and public policy.

News from Schools, Communities, and Families
For the next nine months principals who engage families in their schools and communities will be highlighted. 
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Hatboro-Horsham High School
“Engaged and involved students are the hook for disengaged parents. When kids are excited about school, the parents will be excited too – they   want to know what’s going on and how they can help.”

--- Dennis M. Williams, Jr.

Even though the structure of the school system makes family involvement laborious, Mr. Williams remains a strong proponent of engaging families in the educational process. 

At Hatboro-Horsham High School (HHHS) where Dennis M. Williams, Jr. is the principal,  to make families feel like a part of the process customer service surveys are conducted, quarterly Principal Chat and Chew events are held, and family based committees that elicit involvement in grades 9-12 have been formed.  Mr. Williams has found that when students are excited about school, parents become engaged.  That excitement is ignited when Mr. Williams listens to students’ ideas and then implements them where possible. As a result, HHHS increased the number of clubs and activities for students that allow them to explore their talents and interests outside of the classroom. Mr. Williams also finds out where the students’ interests and talents lie. To develop those talents, HHHS then collaborates with local businesses that provide student internships and community service learning opportunities, helping students determine potential career paths and providing an opportunity for the youth to give back to their local school community.  To find out more about HHHS family engagement outreach efforts, contact Mr. Dennis M. Williams Jr., principal of Hatboro-Horsham High School at dwilliams@Hatboro-Horsham.org or call 215-420-5502 helping students determine potential career paths and giving back to the local school community. 
National Blue Ribbon Schools
The Department honored 279 public and 50 private schools November in Washington, D.C. for their exemplary work. Each month a Blue Ribbon School that engages their parents to achieve academic success will be highlighted. This month ED highlights Seoul American Elementary School.
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Seoul American Elementary School (SAES) is a Department of Defense School [DoDDS] in Seoul, South Korea, serving US military-connected children on Yongsan Army Garrison. The school strives to respond to the need for parents to dialogue with other parents about their children with ADHD and other behavioral challenges.  One of the strategies is a parent support-group which was formed by the school psychologist, for any/all of our parents, to meet monthly, and share ideas with each other. Parents find success with the shared strategies and ideas, and communicate with teachers to sustain the interventions.  This support significantly reduces otherwise unmet student behaviors, which increases student success.  For more information about other strategies this school uses to engage all parents please contact Dr. Suzanne Landrum, principal at Seoul American Elementary School, Korea School District, DODEA, Seoul, Korea, DD 96205-5549 by calling (314) 736-4613
Family Engagement Events and Opportunities

ParentCamp

ParentCamp is a free “un-conference” that brings parents, caregivers, community leaders, educators, and children together to have conversations about how best to support students. It is an opportunity for those within the school communities – parents, teachers, students and community and faith-based representatives- to expand relationships, strengthen partnerships, share, network, and learn.

Consider planning a ParentCamp in your community to discuss important issues in your schools.  Check out http://www.parentcamp.org/ for more information.  If your school or organization is planning to have a ParentCamp, we want to hear about it. Please share this information with Carrie Jasper (email carrie.jasper@ed.gov).
ANNOUNCEMENTS and RESOURCES for Families and Communities
Statement on Recent School Violence from Educational Community

With the recent increased incidence of violence and harassment in schools, counselors, school boards, psychologists, principals, superintendents, PTA and a host of other K-12 educational organizations have  signed on to share the statement among their membership and within their schools and communities to support and affirm safe and inclusive school learning environments for all students.  In the statement constituents of these organizations and all education leaders are call upon to:

· Publicly reaffirm the inclusive values that are the foundation of healthy learning cultures, 

· Lead a conversation with their school community on the core values of respect and inclusion at the heart of all learning; and 

· Consider posting a statement regarding these core values throughout their schools and/or all the schools within their district. 

Please click here  to view the list of those organizations
The Big Read
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The National Endowment for the Arts’ (NEA) The Big Read, in its tenth year, provides Americans with the chance to read and discuss a single book within their communities.  Governments, libraries, school districts, colleges and universities, and non-profit organizations are encouraged to apply for one of an estimated 75 grants that will be awarded for programming occurring between September 2017 and June 2018.  The application deadline is January 26, 2017.  Besides the grant, communities will receive resources, including reader’s and teacher’s guides and audio guides with commentary from artists, educators, and public figures.  Communities will also receive publicity materials.

For this cycle, communities will choose from 28 selections (novels, short stories, memoirs, poetry, and books in translation), including 13 new titles.
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Changes in America’s Public School Facilities
A NCES report, “Changes in America’s Public School Facilities,” compares characteristics of public school facilities in 1989-99 and 2012-13, including the average age of public schools, ratings of satisfaction of the environmental quality of facilities, the cost to put buildings in good condition, and short-range plans for improvement.
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National Coalition for Aviation and Space Education
The National Coalition for Aviation and Space Education (NCASE), a membership organization formed in cooperative spirit with the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA), provides a gateway for students, educators, and the public seeking information and materials supporting aerospace education.
The Office of Communications and Outreach works with state and local education agencies to empower parents with the information to help them be full partners in the education and academic progress of their children. 
For more information, please contact Carrie Jasper at carrie.jasper@ed.gov or call 202-401-1524.
_________________________________________________________________
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Family, School and Community Engagement can be found online at http://www2.ed.gov/news/newsletters/engagingfamilies/index.html__________________________________
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