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2015 Building a Grad Nation Report

Below is a statement from U.S. Secretary of Education Arne Duncan on our nation’s graduation rate.

“More young people are graduating from high school today than ever before—and gaps in graduation rates are closing—even as standards are rising. The credit for these gains goes to educators, students, parents and community partners. Yet we know that, in today’s knowledge-based economy, a high school diploma isn’t enough. So while we should be encouraged by projections like the one in this year’s Grad Nation report, we know that more hard work remains to truly prepare all—not just some—students for success in college, careers and life. Education must be the equalizer that can help overcome the odds stacked against too many of our students.” 
The  Building a Grad Nation report is released annually by the Alliance for Excellent Education, America’s Promise Alliance, Civic Enterprises, and the Everyone Graduates Center at Johns Hopkins University. For more information about the 2015 report, go to www.GradNation.org/GradReport. 
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MATH AT SCHOOL VS MATH AT HOME 
Watch this video as educator Jessica Cotter (Holt, Mich.) explains why parents have to be part of the journey while their students are learning math. With higher standards, having a conversation about why a method always works to solve a problem is an important part of learning.  

EFFECTIVE PRACTICES
Community is a vital part of a child’s development -academically, socially, and physically.  Below is an example of how an organization coming into the community contributed to a school and its community to improve students’ academic performance and encourage life-long learning:

Girl Scouts at Stanton Elementary

Each year, for the past 15, dozens of Girl Scout troops in the McLean, VA area have volunteered at DC Scholars Stanton Elementary School located in the Southeast area of Washington D.C.  Their annual programs include reading in classrooms, leading hands-on science days, collecting and distributing many thousands of books, and providing students much needed items such as school supplies for summer use, gently used Halloween costumes, and winter coats.  Their outreach provides these scouts, along with other area youth who join them, a leadership experience planning and implementing programs and the first-hand joy of service.  From volunteering in this school community, the Girl Scouts realize inner city children are just like them, but without the same opportunities.  Relationships are formed and real outreach becomes possible.  The current outreach effort grew out of a McLean church’s tutoring program which was then expanded by Linda Kuzmack and implemented by scouts under her direction.  Her desire is that similar programs be established throughout the country.  For more information about the troops and the projects, or to develop your own, please contact Linda Nathan Kuzmack at ex1900@kuzmack.com  Subject: Kids Helping Inner City Kids.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Education Matters
The Center for Faith-based and Neighborhood Partnerships has a monthly bulletin called “Education Matters.” Education Matters highlights key information and issues around education. The information shared contributes to creating a culture of education excellence in various communities.  It can be accessed at: http://www.ed.gov/edblogs/fbnp/resources/ under the ‘Resource’ tab. For any questions or follow-up, contact the Center for Faith-based and Neighborhood Partnerships directly at 202- 453-6340.
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2015 National Family and Community Engagement Conference
The Institute for Educational Leadership will hold the 2015 National Family and Community Engagement Conference on June 22-24 at The Palmer House in Chicago, Illinois. For more information and to register, go to: http://thecpsd.org/announcing-iels-2015-national-family-and-community-engagement-conference/ or contact Sarah Grunberger at grunbergers@iel.org. 
RESOURCES
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Looping EOP Planning into Summer and Fall Professional Development Activities
Planning staff professional development opportunities for summer and early fall? Consider the REMS TA Center's FREE Trainings by Request (TBRs) for developing or enhancing your school's Emergency Operations Plan (EOP). REMS TA Center offers a variety of trainings for delivery on-site at your school, school district, or institution of higher education (IHE). For each training, REMS TA Center will provide training materials, as well as one or more expert trainers and REMS TA Center staff support for the event hosted at your site. All of these services are provided at no cost to the school, school district, or IHE.

REMS TA Center’s Train-the-Educator (TtE) and Train-the-Trainer (TtT) TBR formats provide opportunities to refresh your skills, increase staff preparedness, and train future trainers who will serve on your school's emergency planning team. REMS TA Center’s staff is available to provide on-site training on several topics. For a list and to learn more visit Trainings by Request web page.
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Plan Now to Make Summer a Healthy Time in Your Community

At the beginning of March — National Nutrition Month — our partner agency, the U.S. Department of Agriculture, announced an ambitious goal of serving 200 million meals to children and teens in low-income communities this summer through their Food and Nutrition Service program.  
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Be Engaged, Get Involved!

There are many ways for Parents and Families of Head Start children to become involved and stay engaged in your children’s education and future.  Read more here.
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TIP OF THE MONTH
Head Off the Summer Slide

Research states that children can lose as much as two to three months of learning over the summer months.  To avoid any loss of learning, do the following:

· Enroll your child in a summer enrichment program.

· Take the children to the library for the summer reading events.

· Take the children to museums, zoos, parks, and historical places. 

· READ! READ! READ! -newspapers, books, pamphlets, brochures…
Family Engagement Outreach Team

The Office of Communications and Outreach contacts work with state and local education agencies to empower parents with the information to help them be full partners in the education and academic progress of their children. 
Olga Pirela 

Region I 

(CT, MA, ME, NH, RI, VT) 

POCH Building

5 Post Office Square

9th Floor, Room 24

Boston, MA 02110

617-289-0100

Olga.Pirela@ed.gov 

Jacquelyn Pitta

Region II

(NJ, NY, PR, VI)

Financial Square

32 Old Slip, 25th Floor

New York, NY 10005

646-428-3906

Jacquelyn.Pitta@ed.gov 

Elizabeth Williamson

Region III

(DC, DE, MD, PA, VA, WV)

100 Penn Square East

Suite 513

Philadelphia, PA 19107

215-656-6015

Elizabeth.williamson@ed.gov
Jonava Johnson 

Region IV 

(AL, FL, GA, KY, MS, NC, SC, TN) 

61 Forsyth St. S.W., 

Suite 18T15 

Atlanta, GA 30303 

Shirley Jones

Region V 

(IL, IN, MI, MN, OH, WI) 

500 W. Madison St., 

Suite 1427 

Chicago, IL 60661 

312-730-1706 

Shirley.Jones@ed.gov 

Elaine Venard

Region VII

(IA< KS< MO< NE)

8930 Ward Parkway, Suite 2043

Kansas City, MO 64114-3302

816-268-0404

Elaine.Venard@ed.gov 

Jeanne Ackerson

Region VII

(IA< KS< MO< NE)

8930 Ward Parkway, Suite 2043

Kansas City, MO 64114-3302

816-268-0401

Jeanne.Ackerson@ed.gov
Diana Huffman 

Region VIII 

(CO, MT, ND, SD, UT, WY) 
1244 Speer Blvd. Suite 615 

Denver, CO 80204-3582 

303-844-3544 

Diana.Huffman@ed.gov 

Helen Littlejohn

Region VIII 

(CO, MT, ND, SD, UT, WY) 

1244 Speer Blvd. Suite 615 

Denver, CO 80204-3582 

303-844-3546 

Helen.Littlejohn@ed.gov 

Tayyaba  Shafique, 

Region IX

(AZ, CA, HI, NV, AS, GU, CNMI)

50 Beale Street

Room 9700

San Francisco, CA 94105

415-486-5376

Tayyaba.Shafique@ed.gov 

Linda Pauley 

Region X 

(WA, OR, ID, AK) 

915 Second Ave., Room 3362 

Seattle, WA 98174 

206-607-1655 

Linda.Pauley@ed.gov
Carrie Jasper

Headquarters

400 Maryland Avenue S.W.

Room 5E310

Washington D.C. 20202

202-401-1524

Carrie.jasper@ed.gov
404-974-9450 

Jonava.Johnson@ed.gov
___________________________________________________________________
Contributors: Anna Leach. Laurie Calvert, Madeline Sullivan and Linda Kuzmack
Advisors: Vicki Myers and Libby Doggett
Family, School, and Community Engagement is edited by Carrie Jasper and designed by Barbara Julius of the U.S. Department of Education.
To subscribe, unsubscribe or comment on this newsletter, please contact Parent@ed.gov. 

Family, School and Community Engagement can be found online at http://www2.ed.gov/news/newsletters/engagingfamilies/index.html. 
____________________________________________________________________________________

Note: This document contains information about and from public and private entities and organizations for the reader’s information. Inclusion does not constitute an endorsement by the U.S. Department of Education of any entity or organization or the products or services offered or views expressed. This publication also contains hyperlinks and URLs created and maintained by outside organizations. They are provided for the reader’s convenience; however, the Department is not responsible for the accuracy of this information.
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