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A Bipartisan Proposal to Fix No Child Left Behind: A Good First Step; Further to Go 

Senators Lamar Alexander (R-TN) and Patty Murray (D-WA), the Chair and Ranking Member of the Senate education committee, announced an agreement to begin a bipartisan process of fixing the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA), also known as No Child Left Behind (NCLB). The committee will consider the proposed bill in the weeks ahead. This agreement, however, is just a beginning as Secretary Duncan detailed in a speech at the Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial Library in Washington, D.C. on April 9.  The Secretary stated that there was work ahead if a bill was to be delivered that would fulfill the historic mission of this law. He also said that ESEA must continue this nation’s vital progress in closing gaps for vulnerable students. In that effort, there is much more yet to do. Read what the Secretary had to say after Senate mark-up during the week of April 13th: http://www.ed.gov/news/press-releases/statement-us-secretary-education-arne-duncan-senate-help-committees-markup-no-child-left-behind-act
To read more about ESEA, go to: http://www.ed.gov/blog/2015/04/a-bipartisan-proposal-to-fix-no-child-left-behind-a-good-first-step-further-to-go/.
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National Military Appreciation Month

May is National Military Appreciation Month. During the month of May, U.S. citizens are encouraged to honor current and former members of the U. S. Armed Forces, including those who have died in the pursuit of freedom and peace. This month provides citizens an opportunity to publically demonstrate their appreciation for the sacrifices and successes made by our servicemembers - past and present. Each year the president makes a proclamation, reminding Americans of the important role the U.S. Armed Forces have played in the history and development of this country. The Senate first passed a resolution in 1999 designating May as National Military Appreciation Month.
During the month of May, do something nice for someone in the military. Here are a few ideas:
· Invite a veteran to your school to talk about the military.
· Send a thank you note to veterans in hospitals.
· Have a child from a military family talk to your class about the countries or states they have lived in.

For more ways to support the military and veterans, go to:
http://www.nmam.org/index.ht. 
EFFECTIVE PRACTICES
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Florida’s Parental Involvement Month
Florida’s Governor Rick Scott proclaimed November as Parental Involvement Month, recognizing the importance of parental involvement to student success from preschool to college.

Read the Governor's letter to parents and the proclamation. 
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Parent and Family Involvement in Education Week Designated Annually 

The governor of Missouri annually issues a proclamation setting aside the second week of September as "Parent and Family Involvement in Education Week." The parent and family involvement in education week recognizes that parent and family involvement in a child's education is a major factor in determining success in school.  Click here to read more about the proclamation.
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Education Matters
The Center for Faith-based and Neighborhood Partnerships has created a new series called “Education Matters.” Education Matters is a monthly bulletin that will highlight key information and issues around education. The information shared will contribute to creating a culture of education excellence in various communities.  It can also be accessed at: http://www.ed.gov/edblogs/fbnp/resources/  under the ‘Resource’ tab. For any questions or follow-up, contact the Center for Faith-based and Neighborhood Partnerships directly at 202- 453-6340.
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The White House Initiative on Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders Summit

The White House Initiative on Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders (AAPIs) will hold a White House Summit on AAPIs May 12, 2015 in Washington, DC. The Summit, which provides a unique forum to actively engage with hundreds of AAPI leaders from across the nation, is part of a series of events to be held May 11-15 during AAPI Heritage Month in Washington, DC. 

For details about the summit in the coming weeks, visit the White House Initiative on Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders Summit webpage or go to whitehouse.gov/aapi. For further questions email: whitehouseaapi@ed.gov. To subscribe to the AAPI newsletter and receive updates, click here.
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2015 National Family and Community Engagement Conference
The Institute for Educational Leadership will hold the 2015 National Family and Community Engagement Conference on June 22-24 at The Palmer House in Chicago, Illinois. For more information and to register, go to: http://thecpsd.org/announcing-iels-2015-national-family-and-community-engagement-conference/ or contact Sarah Grunberger at grunbergers@iel.org. 
RESOURCES
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Shining Stars: Toddlers Get Ready To Read: How Parents
Can Help Their Toddlers Get Ready To Read
This publication provides parents with ways to help their toddler-age children learn to read; it includes activities parents can use to support reading development.  Click here to order or call 1-877-433-7827.
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Companion Guides Focusing on Neglected and Delinquent

Evidence is consistent, positive, and convincing: families have a major influence on their children’s achievement in school and through life. Families know their child best and can be powerful allies to any program serving their child. Involving families in juvenile justice facility school programs has not been easy, however. How do administrators, teachers, and families overcome the multiple barriers to family involvement in these systems? A Facility Toolkit has been designed for facility and school administrators. It provides tools they can use to promote family involvement in a facility school. The tools are intended to be used to help encourage families to be involved to ensure academic success for their child.
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The second guide, Family Guide to Getting Involved in Your Child’s Education at a Juvenile Justice Facility, was written for the parents, family members, and educational surrogate parents of youth who have been placed in a juvenile justice facility. The goal of this guide is to help families become more involved in their child’s education while he or she is living at the juvenile justice facility.

TIP OF THE MONTH
Encourage your child daily 
To help your child feel good about him/herself say words of encouragement to them daily.  Let them know you are proud of them and like and love them.
· Give them a hug before they go out the door to school.
· Put a nice note in their lunch bag letting them know you care.
· Hang up their work from school on the refrigerator or special bulletin board.
· Let them hear you say good things about them to your relatives and friends.

Family Engagement Outreach Team

The Office of Communications and Outreach contacts work with state and local education agencies to empower parents with the information to help them be full partners in the education and academic progress of their children. 
Olga Pirela 

Region I 

(CT, MA, ME, NH, RI, VT) 

POCH Building

5 Post Office Square

9th Floor, Room 24

Boston, MA 02110

617-289-0100

Olga.Pirela@ed.gov 

Jacquelyn Pitta

Region II

(NJ, NY, PR, VI)

Financial Square

32 Old Slip, 25th Floor

New York, NY 10005

646-428-3906

Jacquelyn.Pitta@ed.gov 

Elizabeth Williamson

Region III

(DC, DE, MD, PA, VA, WV)

100 Penn Square East

Suite 513

Philadelphia, PA 19107

215-656-6015

Elizabeth.williamson@ed.gov
Jonava Johnson 

Region IV 

(AL, FL, GA, KY, MS, NC, SC, TN) 

61 Forsyth St. S.W., 

Suite 18T15 

Atlanta, GA 30303 

Shirley Jones

Region V 

(IL, IN, MI, MN, OH, WI) 

500 W. Madison St., 

Suite 1427 

Chicago, IL 60661 

312-730-1706 

Shirley.Jones@ed.gov 

Elaine Venard

Region VII

(IA< KS< MO< NE)

8930 Ward Parkway, Suite 2043

Kansas City, MO 64114-3302

816-268-0404

Elaine.Venard@ed.gov 

Jeanne Ackerson

Region VII

(IA< KS< MO< NE)

8930 Ward Parkway, Suite 2043

Kansas City, MO 64114-3302

816-268-0401

Jeanne.Ackerson@ed.gov
Diana Huffman 

Region VIII 

(CO, MT, ND, SD, UT, WY) 
1244 Speer Blvd. Suite 615 

Denver, CO 80204-3582 

303-844-3544 

Diana.Huffman@ed.gov 

Helen Littlejohn

Region VIII 

(CO, MT, ND, SD, UT, WY) 

1244 Speer Blvd. Suite 615 

Denver, CO 80204-3582 

303-844-3546 

Helen.Littlejohn@ed.gov 

Tayyaba  Shafique, 
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(AZ, CA, HI, NV, AS, GU, CNMI)

50 Beale Street

Room 9700

San Francisco, CA 94105

415-486-5376

Tayyaba.Shafique@ed.gov 

Linda Pauley 

Region X 

(WA, OR, ID, AK) 

915 Second Ave., Room 3362 

Seattle, WA 98174 

206-607-1655 

Linda.Pauley@ed.gov
Carrie Jasper

Headquarters

400 Maryland Avenue S.W.

Room 5E310

Washington D.C. 20202

202-401-1524

Carrie.jasper@ed.gov
404-974-9450 

Jonava.Johnson@ed.gov
_____________________________________________________
Contributors: Anna Leach. Jeanne Ackerson, and Jonava Johnson
Advisors: Vicki Myers and Libby Doggett
Family, School, and Community Engagement is edited by Carrie Jasper and designed by Barbara Julius of the U.S. Department of Education.
To subscribe, unsubscribe or comment on this newsletter, please contact Parent@ed.gov. 

Family, School and Community Engagement can be found online at http://www2.ed.gov/news/newsletters/engagingfamilies/index.html. 
____________________________________________________________________________________

Note: This document contains information about and from public and private entities and organizations for the reader’s information. Inclusion does not constitute an endorsement by the U.S. Department of Education of any entity or organization or the products or services offered or views expressed. This publication also contains hyperlinks and URLs created and maintained by outside organizations. They are provided for the reader’s convenience; however, the Department is not responsible for the accuracy of this information.
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