Volume VIII, Issue 11
[image: image1.jpg]o
BTN Sﬂllll lll GIIIIII'I" GGG





December 2015

FEATURE
Hopes for ESEA Reauthorization

House and Senate negotiators last week agreed to a legislative framework replacing the No Child Left Behind law. While some federal benchmarks for accountability will remain in place, the new compromise bill, the Every Student Succeeds Act, gives much more latitude to states and restricts ED from the ability to punish or reward them based on their progress. The final bill is still being drafted, but a House-Senate conference committee approved its framework.

Secretary Duncan Addresses Symposium on 40th Anniversary of Individuals with Disabilities Education Act

U.S. Secretary of Education Arne Duncan addressed an audience at a symposium recognizing the 40th anniversary of Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), a landmark civil rights law, which today provides the right to a free, appropriate public education to over 6 million children and youth with disabilities. The event took place Nov. 17 at the U.S. Department of Education.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Home Visits Linked to Increases in Student Attendance and Higher Reading Scores 

On Dec 4, the U.S. Department of Education will hold a presentation about the impact home visits have had on chronic absenteeism and reading comprehension in D.C. Public Schools.  The event will be held at the U.S. Department of Education at 400 Maryland Avenue S.W. Washington D.C. in the Barnard auditorium from 2:00 pm to 3:30 pm. To attend, please email Parent@ed.gov typing in Subject line Dec 4 presentation. 

The presentation will also be lived streamed at http://edstream.ed.gov/webcast/Play/0557e03fa6814dd5b1a8fd1a3798cba61d. 

Annual National Title I Conference

January 28 – 30, 2016 the National Title I Association will be hosting its annual 
National Title I Conference at the George R. Brown Convention Center in Houston, TX. This year’s conference theme is Frontiers of Opportunity. Over 100 sessions will be offered that will cover three broad themes: instruction, leadership, and policy. Within these focus areas topics will cover the many challenges associated with demographic change, as well as family involvement and engagement, cultural understanding and support, and developing school-wide practices that ensure the success of every child. Additional information regarding registration and conference details is available online at https://www.titlei.org/conference
ParentCamp USA

ParentCamp USA is an ”unconference” which allows parents, educators, and students to come together to talk about the things that matter most to them. ParentCamp is always FREE and open to those within the community.  As promised, ParentCamps will be held around the country.  Below is a schedule of future ParentCamps:

Pennsylvania                     June 19       

Delaware                    January 23

New Jersey                  January 9

For information about these ParentCamps and others that may be in your area go to the website, http://www.parentcamp.org/. 
RESOURCES
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Tools for Students

For the month of December Family, School, and Community Engagement will provide a link, Kids.gov, to activities where children can learn new things, play games, and watch videos during the holidays.  Click here for children grades K-5. Click here for children in grades 6-8. To order publications, click here.
Education Matters
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The Center for Faith-based and Neighborhood Partnerships has a monthly bulletin called Education Matters  highlighting key information and issues around education. The information shared contributes to creating a culture of education excellence in various communities.  It can be accessed at: http://www.ed.gov/edblogs/fbnp/resources/ under the ‘Resource’ tab. For any questions or follow-up, contact the Center for Faith-based and Neighborhood Partnerships directly at 202- 453-6340.

SPECIAL DAYS IN DECEMBER
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December 2 National Special Education Day
Special Education Day marks the anniversary of our nation’s first federal special education law which was signed by President Gerald Ford on December 2, 1975. This law is the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA)

IDEA made education available to all American children and this day honors the progress that has been made in special education.

Tip 
Provide information in your school about inclusive programs. 
December 3 International Day of Persons with Disabilities
Tip
Read about the accomplishments of people with disabilities.
December 6, Chanukah
Chanukah also known as the Festival of Lights is an eight-day Jewish holiday.
Tip

Read about the Chanukah (Hanukkah).
December 15 Bill of Rights Day
President Franklin D. Roosevelt designated December 15 as Bill of Rights Day. People are called upon to observe the day by displaying the flag of the United States on public buildings and by meeting together for prayers and ceremonies to celebrate.


Tip
Display the American Flag proudly.

December 24 Christmas Eve
Some people open presents on this day rather than Christmas. Children leave out some milk and cookies for Santa.



Tip 

Send your letter to Santa in the North Pole NOW!

December 25 Christmas
Christmas is an annual festival commemorating the birth of Jesus Christ, as a religious and cultural celebration and is a public holiday in many of the world’s nations among billions of people around the world.


Tip

Spend time with family and friends. Share a meal together.

Family Engagement Outreach Team

The Office of Communications and Outreach contacts work with state and local education agencies to empower parents with the information to help them be full partners in the education and academic progress of their children. 

Jacquelyn Pitta

Region II

(NJ, NY, PR, VI)

Financial Square

32 Old Slip, 25th Floor

New York, NY 10005

646-428-3906

Jacquelyn.Pitta@ed.gov 

Taylor Ramsey

Region II

(NJ, NY, PR, VI)

Financial Square

32 Old Slip, 25th Floor

New York, NY 10005

646-428-3899

taylor.ramsey@ed.gov
Elizabeth Williamson

Region III

(DC, DE, MD, PA, VA, WV)

100 Penn Square East

Suite 513

Philadelphia, PA 19107

215-656-6015

Elizabeth.williamson@ed.gov
Jonava Johnson 

Region IV 

(AL, FL, GA, KY, MS, NC, SC, TN) 

61 Forsyth St. S.W., 

Suite 18T15 

Atlanta, GA 30303
404-974-9450 Jonava.Johnson@ed.gov
Shirley Jones

Region V 

(IL, IN, MI, MN, OH, WI) 

500 W. Madison St. 

Suite 1427 

Chicago, IL 60661 

312-730-1706 

Shirley.Jones@ed.gov 

Elaine Venard

Region VII

(IA, KS, MO, NE)

8930 Ward Parkway, Suite 2043

Kansas City, MO 64114-3302

816-268-0404

Elaine.Venard@ed.gov 

Diana Huffman 

Region VIII 

(CO, MT, ND, SD, UT, WY) 

1244 Speer Blvd. Suite 615 

Denver, CO 80204-3582 

303-844-3544 

Diana.Huffman@ed.gov 

Helen Littlejohn

Region VIII 

(CO, MT, ND, SD, UT, WY) 

1244 Speer Blvd. Suite 615 

Denver, CO 80204-3582 

303-844-3546 

Helen.Littlejohn@ed.gov 

Linda Pauley 

Region X 

(WA, OR, ID, AK) 

915 Second Ave., Room 3362 

Seattle, WA 98174 

206-607-1655 

Linda.Pauley@ed.gov
Carrie Jasper

Headquarters

400 Maryland Avenue S.W.

Room 5E310

Washington D.C. 20202

202-401-1524

Carrie.jasper@ed.gov 

___________________________________________________________________
Contributors: Arlene Hernandez and Anna Leach
Advisors: Vicki Myers and Libby Doggett

Family, School, and Community Engagement is edited by Carrie Jasper and designed by Barbara Julius of the U.S. Department of Education.
To subscribe, unsubscribe or comment on this newsletter, please contact Parent@ed.gov. 

Family, School and Community Engagement can be found online at http://www2.ed.gov/news/newsletters/engagingfamilies/index.html_______________________________________

Note: This document contains information about and from public and private entities and organizations for the reader’s information. Inclusion does not constitute an endorsement by the U.S. Department of Education of any entity or organization or the products or services offered or views expressed. This publication also contains hyperlinks and URLs created and maintained by outside organizations. They are provided for the reader’s convenience; however, the Department is not responsible for the accuracy of this information. 
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To:  Our Subscribers 

From: the advisors, editor, designer, writers, contributors, photographers and staff 

We wish to thank you for your continued patronage and hope you have a Very Blessed, Safe, and Happy Holiday Season.
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