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U.S. Education Secretary Arne Duncan Calls for Strong Education Law That Protects All Students, Ensures High-Quality Preschool, Supports Bold State and Local Innovation

On Jan. 12, U.S. Secretary of Education Arne Duncan laid out a bold vision for reauthorization of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) that continues its historic focus on the nation’s most vulnerable students.

During a speech on the 50th anniversary of the nation’s cornerstone education law, the Secretary called for scrapping the broken legislation known as No Child Left Behind and replacing it with a version that not only prepares children for college and careers, but also delivers on the promise of equity and real opportunity for every child – including minority students, students with disabilities, low-income students and English learners. Joined by civil rights leaders, educators, parents, students, members of Congress, clergy, non-profit community leaders and others, Secretary Duncan emphasized the critical role of ESEA in protecting the rights of all students to a quality education that will set them up for future success.

In his speech, Secretary Duncan called for Congress to increase access to high-quality preschool. He also announced that President Obama will include an extra $2.7 billion in his budget proposal for schools, including $1 billion for schools that serve the most vulnerable children.

To view the video go to https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D1flpbIaebQ. For more information, visit http://www.ed.gov/esea, and http://www.sfchronicle.com/opinion/openforum/article/Congress-must-approve-funding-to-increase-access-6092969.php. 
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America's College Promise Proposal

On January 8, 2015, the President announced the America’s College Promise Proposal, an opportunity for our nation that will benefit nearly nine million students by making  higher education more affordable and improving the quality of education across America’s  more than 1,100 community colleges.  The proposal would allow students to attend community colleges tuition-free if they are attending at least half-time, are making satisfactory academic progress towards a degree and are maintaining a 2.5 GPA.   To be eligible for grant funding, community colleges would have to ensure program credits will transfer to four-year institutions or lead to high-demand jobs. States must commit to continuing existing commitments to higher education as well as provide  matching funds to the federal grant.

To view the President's video message on the America’s College Promise Proposal:  http://www.whitehouse.gov/blog/2015/01/08/president-proposes-make-community-college-free-responsible-students-2-years.

The State of the Union Address 

On Jan 20, President Obama delivered his sixth State of the Union Address to Congress. In his address the president spoke of the progress being made in education under his administration - high school graduation rates at an all-time high, early learning opportunities available, accessible, and affordable for more families, a million more black and Hispanic students enrolled in college and a proposal to make two years of community college free for all students. To learn more about the President’s State of the Union Address:  A White House fact sheet; http://www.whitehouse.gov/SOTU. 
Let’s Get Every Kid in a Park

On Feb 19, President Obama, committed to giving every kid the chance to explore America’s great outdoors and unique history, launched Every Kid in a Park Initiative. The initiative calls on each of the agencies, Education, Interior, Agriculture, Army for Civil Works, and National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, to help get all children to visit and enjoy the outdoors and inspire a new generation of Americans to experience their country’s unrivaled public lands and waters. The President has also requested new funding in his FY 2016 Budget to support youth education programs and to support transportation for school outings to parks for students from low-income areas. Starting in September, every fourth-grader in the Nation will receive an “Every Kid in a Park” pass that’s good for free admission to all of America’s federal lands and waters -- for them and their families -- for a full year. 

The National Park Service is launching a revised education portal featuring more than 1,000 materials developed for K-12 teachers, including science labs, lesson plans, and field trip guides. 

For more information about the Initiative, go to http://www.whitehouse.gov/blog/2015/02/19/let-s-get-every-kid-park
U.S. Departments of Education and Justice Release Joint Guidance To Ensure English Learner Students Have Equal Access To High-Quality Education
On Jan. 7, 2015 the U.S. Departments of Education (ED) and Justice (DOJ) released joint guidance reminding states, school districts and schools of their obligations under federal law to ensure that English learner students have equal access to a high-quality education and the opportunity to achieve their full academic potential. 

In addition to the guidance, the Departments also released tools and resources to help schools in serving English learner students and parents with limited English proficiency. Resources include
· Fact sheets in English and in other languages about schools’ obligations under federal law 

· to ensure that English learner students can participate meaningfully and equally in school.  

· to communicate information to limited English proficient parents in a language they can understand.

· A toolkit to help school districts identify English learner students, prepared by ED’s Office of English Language Acquisition. This is the first in a series of toolkits to help state education agencies and school districts meet their obligations to English learner students.  

For additional information from the Office of Civil Rights, click here. For additional resources including previous guidance released on this topic, click here. For information about the Department of Justice efforts to provide equal educational opportunities to all students, click here.  
 
Best Practices
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Arizona Department of Education Family Engagement Initiative
Annually, the Arizona State Superintendent of Public Instruction, John Huppenthal, proclaimed November as Family Engagement Month. The Arizona Department of Education (ADE) Family Engagement Initiative is a cross-division effort to build and strengthen partnerships between families, schools, and communities. Driven by a vision that “All families are engaged in their child’s education to enhance student achievement,” ADE is committed to delivering resources and proven practices that can aid this important cause. Click here to read the proclamation. 
For more information contact Becky Raabe, Family Engagement Specialist, Arizona Department of Education at becky.raabe@azed.gov or call 928- 637-1871 or visit http://www.azed.gov/parents/familyengagement/. 

[image: image5.png]



The Colorado State Advisory Council for Parent Involvement in Education

The Colorado State Advisory Council for Parent Involvement in Education (SACPIE) was formed after the passage of Senate Bill 09-90. SACPIE’s overarching goal is to partner with Colorado families in maximizing the potential of every student by reducing dropout rates, reducing gaps in academic achievement and growth among student groups, and increasing the number of students who continue into higher education. SACPIE is comprised of 23 members who represent a diverse group of stakeholders. Another piece of legislation, Senate Bill 13-193, requires school districts to increase family partnerships.  The National Standards for Family-School Partnerships helps guide the work that supports schools and districts across Colorado.  
The State Advisory Council for Parent Involvement in Education (SACPIE) collaborates with the Colorado Department of Education (CDE) to conduct promising practice trainings for school and district teams, including parents, about how to actively engagement all families as partners in their children’s education.  The sessions occur every winter and include information about the components of a comprehensive, research-based partnership model (http://www.cde.state.co.us/uip/trainingmaterials).

SACPIE and CDE continue to collaborate to provide ongoing support for districts’ and schools’ partnership efforts.  To help create awareness about the importance of family-school partnerships for student success, the two organizations partnered to develop a brochure to inform all stakeholders about how families and schools can partner for student success.  The brochure is available in English (http://www.cde.state.co.us/sacpie/sacpiebrochure91014) and Spanish (http://www.cde.state.co.us/sacpie/sacpiebrochurespanish91014).
For more information about the Council and other programs, please contact Darcy Hutchins, Ph.D., Family Partnership Director Improvement Planning, Hutchins_D@cde.state.co.us. 
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Highlighting Parent Involvement Coordinators 

The Georgia Department of Education’s Parent Engagement Program strives to highlight the important and extraordinary work Parent Involvement Coordinators (PICs) and other parent professionals are doing across the state. These individuals play a vital role in providing parents with the opportunities and assistance to participate in school activities, programs, and events designed to support student learning. PICs are recognized monthly for not only developing parent engagement practices that strengthen parent involvement in their schools, but also implement parent engagement strategies that successfully impact academic achievement; in addition, those practices and strategies are published in a monthly journal that is shared statewide. 

Each month of the school year, the publication highlights and catalogues the achievements of different PICs across the state of Georgia who have demonstrated exemplary and innovative parent engagement practices in their schools and/or districts. 
For more information about this program contact Nathan Schult, Parent Engagement Program Manager, Outreach Programs Division, Georgia Department of Education at nschult@doe.k12.ga.us.
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Massachusetts Launched an Early Learning Challenge Strategic Communications Partnership Initiative 

The Massachusetts Registry of Motor Vehicles (RMV) introduced the state's "Brain Building in Progress" campaign to its branches across the state during the month of December!

"Brain Building in Progress" was a joint effort between the Department of Early Education and Care and the United Way to raise public awareness of the important role that parents play as "brain builders" in their child's development.  Research shows that parents can boost their child's vocabulary just by having back and forth conversations with them, and that engaging dialogue can happen anywhere, including at the RMV!  

For more information about the partnership initiative contact Kathleen Hart, Director of Communications and External Affairs, Department of Early Education and Care, at kathleen.hart@state.ma.us or call 617-988-7819.  

Announcements
2015 Easter Egg Roll Souvenir Poster and Program Design Contest

The 2015 Easter Egg Roll Souvenir Poster and Program Design Contest opened Feb 23. The White House invites all elementary and middle school students to submit original artwork related to this year's theme for the 2015 Easter Egg Roll Design Contest. The First Lady will select two winning designs, which will be used as part of the White House 2015 Easter Egg Roll program and souvenir poster. In honor of the 5th anniversary of the First Lady's Let's Move! initiative, this year's Easter Egg Roll theme is "#GimmeFive," challenging families across the nation to show the First Lady five ways they're leading healthier lives. Artwork should reflect this year's theme, "#GimmeFive." Please note submissions may be made public during the selection process. Submissions can be uploaded to the following page http://www.whitehouse.gov/eastereggroll/2015designcontest. The deadline for submissions is March 6, 2015 at 12:00 PM EST.  
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The White House Initiative on Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders Summit

The White House Initiative on Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders (AAPIs) will hold a White House Summit on AAPIs May 12, 2015 in Washington, DC. The Summit, which provides a unique forum to actively engage with hundreds of AAPI leaders from across the nation,  is part of a series of events on May 11-15 during AAPI Heritage Month in Washington, DC.. 
For details about the summit in the coming months, visit the White House Initiative on Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders Summit webpage or go to whitehouse.gov/aapi. For further questions email whitehouseaapi@ed.gov.To subscribe to the AAPI newsletter and receive updates, click here.
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The Race to the Top – Early Learning Challenge Webinar
The Race to the Top – Early Learning Challenge (RTT-ELC) Overview of Year 2 Progress webinar was posted to the GRADS360o RTT-ELC website at https://elc.grads360.org/#program/annual-performance-reports. 

In December 2014, a report was released from the Departments of Education and Health and Human Services which detailed the progress from 14 states that were awarded RTT-ELC grants during the first two phases of the program in 2012 and 2013. The report revealed that all RTT-ELC grantees are expanding opportunity for children, particularly those who are disadvantaged. To access the full report, executive summary, and individual state reports, visit ED.gov. 
2015 National Family and Community Engagement Conference
The Institute for Educational Leadership will hold the 2015 National Family and Community Engagement Conference on June 22-24 at The Palmer House in Chicago, Illinois. For more information and to register, go to http://thecpsd.org/announcing-iels-2015-national-family-and-community-engagement-conference/ or contact Janet Brown, Assistant Project Director, Family/Community Engagement, Early Childhood Education, at BrownJ@iel.org.
Resources
Schools' Civil Rights Obligations to English Learner Students and Limited English Proficient Parents
The Office of Civil Rights at the U.S. Department of Education provides guidance and resources for education officials about their obligations to EL students and LEP parents. Materials for communicating information to LEP families in languages they can understand and other resources with related information can be found at: http://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/ellresources.html. 
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Family Time with Apps 

In December 2014, the Cooney Center, with generous support from Apple, released a new resource for parents and caregivers. An extension of the Joan Ganz Cooney Center’s research on how families use and learn from media, the Cooney Center released Family Time with Apps: A Guide to Using Apps with Your Kids. The guide provides tips on how and why to use apps together in everyday routines and situations. The Family Time with Apps: A Guide to Using Apps with Your Kids is available to download for free from the iBook store and can be viewed in iBooks on an iPad or Mac with the latest operating system. For more information about the app and access to download, visit https://itunes.apple.com/us/book/family-time-with-apps/id947566683?mt=11.
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Understood.org, 

The Understood.org website is a comprehensive, free resource for parents of children struggling with reading, math, writing, focus and/or organization. The site serves children who face academic and social challenges despite being smart and capable.  Created by 15 nonprofit organizations, Understood.org is a resource that empowers families through personalized recommendations, free daily access to experts, practical tips and comprehensive resources, and a safe community of support space

Family Engagement Outreach Team

The Office of Communications and Outreach contacts work with state and local education agencies to empower parents with the information to help them be full partners in the education and academic progress of their children. 
Olga Pirela 

Region I 

(CT, MA, ME, NH, RI, VT) 

POCH Building

5 Post Office Square

9th Floor, Room 24

Boston, MA 02110

617-289-0100

Olga.Pirela@ed.gov 

Jacquelyn Pitta

Region II

(NJ, NY, PR, VI)

Financial Square

32 Old Slip, 25th Floor

New York, NY 10005

646-428-3906

Jacquelyn.Pitta@ed.gov 

Elizabeth Williamson

Region III

(DC, DE, MD, PA, VA, WV)

100 Penn Square East

Suite 513

Philadelphia, PA 19107

215-656-6015

Elizabeth.williamson@ed.gov
Jonava Johnson 

Region IV 

(AL, FL, GA, KY, MS, NC, SC, TN) 

61 Forsyth St. S.W., 

Suite 18T15 

Atlanta, GA 30303 

Shirley Jones

Region V 

(IL, IN, MI, MN, OH, WI) 

500 W. Madison St., 

Suite 1427 

Chicago, IL 60661 

312-730-1706 

Shirley.Jones@ed.gov 

Elaine Venard

Region VII

(IA< KS< MO< NE)

8930 Ward Parkway, Suite 2043

Kansas City, MO 64114-3302

816-268-0404

Elaine.Venard@ed.gov 

Jeanne Ackerson

Region VII

(IA< KS< MO< NE)

8930 Ward Parkway, Suite 2043

Kansas City, MO 64114-3302

816-268-0401

Jeanne.Ackerson@ed.gov
Diana Huffman 

Region VIII 

(CO, MT, ND, SD, UT, WY) 
1244 Speer Blvd. Suite 615 

Denver, CO 80204-3582 

303-844-3544 

Diana.Huffman@ed.gov 

Helen Littlejohn

Region VIII 

(CO, MT, ND, SD, UT, WY) 

1244 Speer Blvd. Suite 615 

Denver, CO 80204-3582 

303-844-3546 

Helen.Littlejohn@ed.gov 

Tayyaba  Shafique, 

Region IX

(AZ, CA, HI, NV, AS, GU, CNMI)

50 Beale Street

Room 9700

San Francisco, CA 94105

415-486-5376

Tayyaba.Shafique@ed.gov 

Linda Pauley 

Region X 

(WA, OR, ID, AK) 

915 Second Ave., Room 3362 

Seattle, WA 98174 

206-607-1655 

Linda.Pauley@ed.gov
Carrie Jasper

Headquarters

400 Maryland Avenue S.W.

Room 5E310

Washington D.C. 20202

202-401-1524

Carrie.jasper@ed.gov
404-974-9450 

Jonava.Johnson@ed.gov
Engaging Families

Engaging Families will now be issued monthly starting in March with a new look. (
