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Secretary Arne Duncan and Deputy Assistant Secretary for Policy and Early Learning, Libby Doggett, were keynote speakers at the 2014 National Blue Ribbon Schools in Washington, D.C. on November 17. The Blue Ribbon Award, a two day event, recognized public and private elementary, middle, and high schools based on their overall academic excellence or their progress in closing achievement gaps among students. For eight principals, the ceremony occasioned a well-deserved moment in the spotlight as they were recognized with the 2014 Terrel H. Bell award for outstanding school leadership. The award, named for former U.S. Secretary of Education Terrel Bell, honored exemplary principals.  Among them was Mario Marcos of Thomas Jefferson Elementary School in Compton, CA, who attributed his school’s success to staff, families and students.  The school’s turnaround was based on a philosophy, “Excuses Perpetuate Failure.” Mr. Marcos rallied staff, families, and students to develop after-school academic supports, project-based learning experiences, and character education to help all students succeed. Go to the Blue Ribbon website to read about other award winning schools that believe families are key to the success of their students.
A School that Believes in Family Engagement

Rosa Parks Elementary School in Berkeley, California has moms and dads visible in many of the classrooms participating as readers and adding capacity for teachers as needed. Children are surrounded by an enthusiastic, committed and supportive team of parents, school staff and community supporters. Research shows that children who spend regular quality time with their parent or guardians tend to have higher esteem, compassion for others, a desire to cooperate and better focus for learning. Mr. Paco Furlan, the principal, attributes the schools success to families, staff, and community partners’ commitment to the children. 
Race to the Top – Early Learning Challenge (RTT-ELC) Report

A new report released by the U.S. Secretaries of Education and Health and Human Services details progress from 14 states that were awarded Race to the Top- Early Learning Challenge (RTT-ELC) grants in 2012 and 2013. States are improving the quality of their early learning programs and more at-risk children are attending high-quality centers.  The report shows that the RTT-ELC program is working. RTT-ELC was authorized by Congress in 2011 to support states’ efforts to design and implement an integrated system of high-quality early learning programs and services so that more children from birth through age 5 would be provided with a strong foundation for success in school and beyond.  Through RTT-ELC, more than $1 billion of federal funds have been invested in 20 states through four-year grants in three phases. Visit ED.gov to access the report, executive summary, and individual state reports or the RTT-ELC – Technical Assistance Website. To learn more about results from the report, join a webinar on December 2, 2014 from 2:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. E.T. 

Date and Time: December 2, 2:00-3:00 p.m. ET

Webinar Log-In Information: https://edinfoevents.webex.com/edinfoevents/onstage/g.php?MTID=efa534416b5549e518f1c5c1667adec13
Teleconference Number: 1-877-668-4493
Access Code: 669 468 153

Effective Practices
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The Colorado State Advisory Council for Parent Involvement in Education

The Colorado State Advisory Council for Parent Involvement in Education (SACPIE) was formed after the passage of Senate Bill 09-90. SACPIE’s overarching goal is to partner with Colorado’s families in maximizing the potential of every student by reducing dropout rates, reducing gaps in academic achievement and growth among student groups, and increasing the number of students who continue into higher education. SACPIE is comprised of 23 members who represent a diverse group of stakeholders. Another piece of legislation, Senate Bill 13-193, requires school districts to increase family partnerships.  The National Standards for Family-School Partnerships helps guide the work that supports schools and districts across Colorado.  For more information about the Council and other programs, please contact Darcy Hutchins, Ph.D., Family Partnership Director

Improvement Planning, Hutchins_D@cde.state.co.us. 

. 
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Data Sharing With Families 

Numerous schools in Washoe County School District are sharing data with families to improve student achievement. One school, Vaughn Middle School, has created an interactive data room where parents see their child’s progress on digital screens numerous times during the school year.  Staff walk students and families through the process and set goals. For more information about data sharing and the multiple nationally researched family engagement programs in the county, contact D'Lisa Crain, Family-School Partnerships Office, drain@washoeschools.net or call 775-789-4680.
Parents at the Elite Academy

It is no secret that parent participation serves as a critical factor in student success.  Here at Elite Scholars Academy the parents are credited as partners in the educational process.  The parents are fully involved in not only the education of their child, but in the progress of their child’s school.
Elite Scholars Academy require 20 parent volunteer hours when the child attends the school. 
Parents assist in many areas of the school environment to fulfill their required 20 parent volunteer hours, but many devote much more time than required.   Some serve as volunteers while others serve on the Governance Council. Still others assist by maintaining records of parent volunteer hours for the entire school population, coordinating parent volunteer opportunities by helping parents to understand their duties, responsibilities, and limitations as parent volunteers.  Some of our parents act as chaperones for field trips or help manage the enrollment lottery.  Many parents assist the administrators, staff, teachers, and students whenever needed.

Parents at the school play a vital role in the success of Elite Scholars Academy.  Members of the Elite staff describe the parents as loyal, dependable, kind, trustworthy, and invaluable.   In reciting the Elite Scholars School Creed each day, our students and staff pledge “to lead when called upon and follow when necessary” and to “be a servant to family, school, and community”.   The parents exemplify the creed and are models for their children. For more information about their parent program contact Dr. Shondra Shaw, principal, at shondra.shaw@clayton.k12.ga.us and Nora Johnson, parent volunteer and Governance member at norajhnsn5@gmail.com. 
Announcements

2015 National Family and Community Engagement Conference
The Institute for Educational Leadership will be holding the 2015 National Family and Community Engagement Conference at The Palmer House in Chicago, Illinois June 22- 24. For more information and to register, go to http://thecpsd.org/announcing-iels-2015-national-family-and-community-engagement-conference/ or contact Janet Brown, Assistant Project Director, Family/Community Engagement, Early Childhood Education, at BrownJ@iel.org.

Celebrating 50 Years of Title I

The 2015 National Title I Conference will be held February 5-8 at the Salt Palace Convention Center in Salt Lake City, Utah. This year’s theme is Leading with Wonder which comes from President Johnson’s comments at the signing of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965, creating Title I, “Remember the magic time when the world of learning began to open before our eyes.”  Conference activities will celebrate the 50th anniversary of this landmark legislation and sessions will highlight current, successful Title I programs that ensure every child achieves at high levels. For more information and to register, go to http://www.titlei.org/conference. 
Resources
Family and Community Engagement Resources by State
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The U.S. Department of Education has just launched an interactive map of family and community engagement resources.  Click on any state and find the family and community engagement resources offered by your state education agency. http://www.ed.gov/family-and-community-engagement
Family Engagement Outreach Team

The Office of Communications and Outreach contacts work with state and local education agencies to empower parents with the information to help them be full partners in the education and academic progress of their children. 
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