[image: image1.png]



Engaging Families

Supporting Students from Cradle to Career

Volume VII, Issue 4 September/October 2014
Features

Fifth Annual Back-to-School Bus Tour Stops in Nashville and Memphis
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On this year’s “Partners in Progress” bus tour Secretary Duncan showcased investments the Department has made in Georgia, Alabama and Tennessee and discussed initiatives such as Investing in Innovation (i3), Race to the Top state grants, Preschool for All, College Access and My Brother's Keeper that are aimed at improving outcomes for students. Traveling through places that represent the cradle of America’s civil rights effort, the tour placed a focus on important work that is closing the opportunity gaps many young Americans face. Highlighted at each stop was the commitment of the three states to encourage reform and innovation in education and to help all students achieve success.

To discuss the importance of parental involvement in education and the impact of the biggest changes in education seen in decades in America’s schools, on Sept 10, the Secretary visited William Henry Oliver Middle School for a town hall in Nashville and then, in Memphis, after stopping at a pep rally at Cornerstone Preparatory School, he continued to another town hall with local leaders, parents, teachers and students.

The town hall at William Henry Oliver Middle School highlighted Tennessee’s efforts to boost student learning and support teachers with the help of state and local partners. Panelists included National Parent Teacher Association (PTA) President Otha Thornton; Jesse Register, director of schools for Metropolitan Nashville Public Schools; parents and teachers. Jill Levine, principal at Normal Park Museum Magnet School in Chattanooga and a U.S. Department of Education Principal Ambassador Fellow, moderated the discussion of boosting student learning and support for teachers. 
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At Cornerstone Preparatory School in Memphis Secretary Duncan participated in a pep rally with students to celebrate their hard work and academic gains. Since receiving a Race to the Top grant four years ago, Tennessee has seen significant education improvements, and students have made tremendous academic strides. Following the pep rally, the Secretary attended a town hall with Shelby County Schools and Achievement School District officials, parents, teachers and students to discuss their experiences in transforming struggling schools, closing the achievement gaps and providing better support for teachers. Reggie Davis, executive director of Street Ministries, moderated the town hall. 
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NBC News has Launched a New App for Parents
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To help parents participate in their children’s academic success and personal growth, NBC News’ Education Nation produced The Parent Toolkit App.  Sponsored by Pearson, the toolkit is available in English and Spanish on iOS and Android devices. The Parent Toolkit App offers a seamless user-led experience to help parents find and organize information that aligns with their child’s academic progress from Pre-K through 12th grade. Users can share tips on social networks, create family profiles, and mark items as priorities. The Parent Toolkit is a one-stop-shop for parents as a website and mobile app that includes:

• A "growth chart" containing grade-by-grade academic benchmarks for Pre-K through 12th grade in Math and English Language Arts

• Tips and resources for parents to support their children’s learning for Pre-K through 12th grade

• A guide to parent-teacher conferences and school counselor meetings

• A newsfeed with stories, blog posts and videos from a variety of sources

The goals of this free toolkit are to give parents a clear understanding of what is expected of their children at each step in their academic journey, and to provide a comprehensive set of tips and tools to help parents engage in and monitor their children’s academic development. 

 

Legislation Recognizing the Importance of Parent Involvement

In the state of Colorado Senate Bill 09-090, Concerning Measures to Increase Parent Involvement in Public Education was introduced by Senator(s) Hudak, Williams, Heath and others. The legislation declares that although education reform efforts are ongoing at both the state and local levels, Colorado continues to experience an unacceptably high dropout rate, inequalities in the academic achievement levels of students from different racial and socioeconomic groups, and low rates of enrollment and persistence in postsecondary education. 
The general assembly found that it was in the best interests of the state to create a state advisory council for parent involvement in education that would review best practices and recommend to policy makers and educators strategies to increase parent involvement in public education, thereby helping to improve the quality of public education and raise the level of students' academic achievement throughout the state. To learn more about this legislation go to http://www.leg.state.co.us/clics/clics2009a/csl.nsf/fsbillcont/AB811B08F9A2ED0987257537001D221E?Open&file=090_enr.pdf. 

Effective Practices
Parents Step Ahead

Parents Step Ahead is a 501-C3 nonprofit organization established in 2006 by Lupita Colmenero, Publisher of El Hispano News, the oldest Spanish language newspaper in Dallas and Fort Worth which has served the Hispanic community since 1986. Rather than just reporting alarming statistics about the challenges minority and underprivileged communities face, Colmenero worked to create a program “to recognize, educate, enable and empower parents to take a proactive role in the educational and personal development of their children.”  The nonprofit organization began to seek remedies for the growing lack of awareness in education plaguing parents, especially minority and disadvantaged parents, which is putting their children at a significant educational disadvantage. Parents Step Ahead began to work in partnership with corporations and community organizations to offer powerful school-based conferences and seminars for parents throughout the school year. 

In 2009, the initiative of Teacher Ambassadors created by Parents Step Ahead with the sponsorship of Educational Testing Service (ETS) which recognized teachers who work to increase the contribution and participation of parents in schools that have low levels of parental involvement. A year-long program concludes with an awards-ceremony recognizing “Parents of the Year.” The vision for Parents Step Ahead is to increase parental involvement in children’s educational and personal development. To learn more about the parental engagement program visit http://www.parentsstepahead.org or contact the program coordinator, Alicia Morgan at alicia@parentsstepahead.org.
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Woodland Early Learning Community School
An old school on Kansas City’s northeast side opened with a new name and a new purpose, The Woodland Early Learning Community Schools which serves about 300 3- and 4-year-old students. Several community groups are involved with the school. Partners include Kansas City Public Library and the YMCA to “support and nurture students” development. The aim is to consolidate early learning and Headstart skills to better prepare the little ones by the time they reach kindergarten. 

One of the features that make the school such as success is the learning trails.

The Woodland Early Learning School has learning trails that are designed to help young children develop important skills while they are outside. The United Way partnered with the school district to create the learning trails that provide hands-on discovery for kids.

Woodland Early Learning Center serves many non-English speaking families and families who don’t speak English very well so it’s important that the trail is designed to boost language and literacy skills. This gives parents an opportunity to do some interactive teaching with their children. There are age appropriate simple activities at each stop. Most of them are focused on early learning such as  identifying shapes, letters and fun discoveries in the outdoor world. The trail is designed to show young kids and their parents that learning doesn’t just take place in a school classroom.

For more information about Woodland Early learning Center contact Jerry Kitzi, Director of Early Learning, gkitzi@kcpublicschools.org or Dr. R. Stephen Green, superintendent of schools of Kansas City Public Schools at askthesupt@kcpublicschools.org or call  816-418-7616.

Note: U.S. Department of Education officials, visiting Kansas City, Missouri last month, were able to witness firsthand the kinds of practices embodied in the Department’s Dual Capacity-Building Framework for Family-School Partnerships. The video included here helps highlight the opportunity conditions for building partnership capacity. 

Family Suppers A Community Listening Project In the Metropolitan Nashville Public Schools

Family Suppers were started in the spring of 2013 to engage north Nashville families and communities in dialogue around education. Conversations focused on parental involvement, community engagement and student academic achievement and success. With Family Suppers, participants gather in the name of success for all students. Participants are committed to listening to youth, families and community members, learn from their experiences and create a plan of action in response to participant feedback. Together, participants can see their value as individuals as well as the influence they can have in the school system if they work together, support each other and advocate collectively for what they believe their children need. Family Suppers start out with a wonderful, but simplistic dinner that participants share together. The entire event is usually about an hour and a half to two hours long. The welcome and dinner last for about 45 minutes. After dinner, the event transitions into a discussion led by prepared facilitators in small groups. 

For more information of Family Suppers and starting one in your school district contact Gini Pupo-Walker, Executive Director of Family and Community Partnerships, Department of Support Services, Metro Nashville Public Schools at Virginia.PuPo-Walker@mnps.org or call  615.259.8606.  [image: image7.wmf]
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Promising Family Engagement Practice from Wisconsin

Since 1998, the Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction (DPI) has been awarded an AmeriCorps grant to place full-time VISTA (Volunteers in Service to America) members in public K-12 schools throughout the state. The VISTAs work to improve and sustain family-school-community partnerships, based on the strengths and needs of students, families, and school staff at each site. 

All VISTAs are required to form a Partnership Action Team, and to write and evaluate a One-Year Action Plan for Partnerships with families and school staff, based on the work of Dr. Joyce Epstein. 

Since 2006, 142 DPI VISTA members have recruited 8,870 volunteers who served 54,543 hours and contributed $1.6 million in in-kind and cash donations to their school sites. More information about the Wisconsin DPI VISTA project is available at: http://fscp.dpi.wi.gov/fscp_vistahmp. 

For information about the DPI VISTA Project, contact: Kristine Nadolski, DPI School Administration Consultant, (608) 267-7338 or kristine.nadolski@dpi.wi.gov. For other information about family-community engagement in Wisconsin schools, contact Ruth Anne Landsverk, DPI Family-School-Community Partnership Coordinator, at (608) 266-9757 or ruthanne.landsverk@dpi.wi.gov. 
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Tennessee Promising Family Engagement Practices

Statistics reveal that about 3 out of 5 prisoners in America are illiterate.  Many states use third grade reading scores to predict the number of jail cells they might need in the future.  

Studies indicate that for every year one reads with their child, average lifetime earnings increase by $50,000. You make a $250,000 gift to your child from birth to age five by reading aloud, just 20 minutes a day!  Children who have not developed some basic literacy skills by the time they enter school are 3 - 4 times more likely to drop out in later years. 

If a child reads for 20 minutes every day, they are exposed to about 1.8 million words of text every year. That is 137 new words per minute! If families read together for 20 minutes a day, 7 days a week, they get more than 121 hours of bonding time every year!

Tennessee First Lady Crissy Haslam launched the Read20 Family Book Club to promote early literacy and parental engagement in their children’s academic lives. The Tennessee First Lady emphasizes the Read 20 Book Club to give Tennessee families a fun goal of reading together with their children for 20 minutes every day. 

To learn more about the program go to the website, www.tn.gov/read20http//
 or contact Liz Roper, Parental Involvement, Neglected & Delinquent Programs, Division of Special Populations Tennessee Department of Education at Elizabeth.Roper@tn.gov or call (615)253-0047.
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Books for Babies Program

Holmes County, Ohio is a unique place. In this predominantly Amish rural countryside are a number of horse-drawn buggies and wagons that travel along the roadways. Communication is in Dutch or German, the local languages spoken in the Amish homes. To establish early positive relationships with the rural Amish farm community members and the local public school district, home visits are conducted.

Through home visits staff found that promotion of reading to infants and toddlers was readily accepted, but there were no children’s books on shelves in the homes.  As a way of getting books into homes, the Books for Babies program was developed. It was and is a way to promote reading and language development in the young. 

The district involved their seventh and eighth grade home economics students.  The students would sew a bag and fill it with books.  These bags were then taken to homes of newborns or newly adopted children. 

To learn more about the program contact Sharon Hannon, Title I Coordinator, at ehlm_hannon@tccsa.net or call (330) 893-2665 or contact Jeff Tesnow, Education Consultant, Office of Federal Programs at Jeffrey.Tesnow@education.ohio.gov or call  (614) 466-7895  or  (877) 644-6338.

Announcements

Guidance to Ensure All Students Have Equal Access

On October 1, in the form of a Dear Colleague letter, Secretary Duncan announced guidance to states, school districts and schools to ensure that all students have equal access to educational resources such as academic and extracurricular programs, strong teaching, technology and instructional materials, and safe school facilities so that they have an equal opportunity to succeed in school, careers and in life. The announcement was made at the Congressional Hispanic Caucus Institute’s 2014 Public Policy Conference in Washington, D.C. The guidance, issued by the Office for Civil Rights, provides detailed and concrete information to educators on the standards set in Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964. Under Title VI, states, school districts and schools must not intentionally treat students differently based on race, color or national origin in providing educational resources. In addition, they must not implement policies or practices for providing educational resources that disproportionately affect students of a particular race, color or national origin, absent a substantial justification. The guidance is one part of President Obama’s larger equity agenda, including the recently announced Excellent Educators for All initiative, and takes into account the ongoing efforts of states, school districts and schools to improve equity. At this link, http://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/resourcecomparability.html, materials including OCR’s guidance and data on access to educational resources and links to a variety of additional resources with related information can be found. 
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October is National Bullying Prevention Awareness Month

October is National Bullying Prevention Awareness Month and it’s a good time for schools including personnel and students, communities, districts, and states to take stock of current efforts to reduce and prevent bullying. Do current school climates make students feel safe, allowing them to thrive academically and socially? Are youth comfortable speaking up if they are being bullied? Are members of the community engaged and are the media aware of best practices when it comes to reporting bullying stories?
In recognition of the efforts to improve school climate and reduce rates of bullying nationwide, the Federal Partners in Bullying Prevention (FPBP) are proud to release a variety of resources aimed at informing youth, those who work with youth, members of the media, parents, and schools. 
Participants who were not able to attend were able to join virtually. A streaming video of meeting sessions was hosted by the Department of Education’s EDStream. To view the sessions virtually, please click the following link: http://edstream.ed.gov/webcast/Play/900a4030cb1249ed99b5f8f693f4e57b1d. To download and print resources and view the biographies of invited speakers, please click the following link: http://www.wciconferences.com/BullyingSummit-VirtualMeeting/index.html. 
Student Loan Forgiveness and Other Ways the Government Can Help You Repay Your Loans

Loan forgiveness is the cancellation of all or some portion of your federal student loan balance. There are a number of situations under which one can have a federal student loan balance forgiven; and there are very specific eligibility requirements for each situation in which one can apply for loan forgiveness. Contact a loan servicer to answer any questions about student loan forgiveness.

To provide student loan repayment assistance for individuals who provide certain types of service, there are additional government programs just for that. In addition to loan forgiveness and other benefit programs, there are other options when one is having trouble making your loan payments. Research the options at StudentAid.gov/repay and make sure to discuss options with a loan servicer.  

To learn more about loan forgiveness, visit http://www.ed.gov/blog/2014/05/student-loan-forgiveness-and-other-ways-the-government-can-help-you-repay-your-loans/ 

National Alliance of Black School Educators Parents Summit

The National Alliance of Black School Educators will be hosting the Ninth Annual Parents Summit in Kansas City, MO Nov. 19, 2014 at the Kansas City Convention Center.  For more information go to http://www.nabse.org/conference/registration14.html.
Family Engagement Outreach Team

The Office of Communications and Outreach contacts work with state and local education agencies to empower parents with the information to help them be full partners in the education and academic progress of their children. 
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