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FY 2020 Budget

On March 11, President Trump submitted his Fiscal Year 2020 budget request to Congress.  While the request reduces the overall federal role in education, it makes strategic investments to support and empower families to select the best educational options for their children, to improve teacher quality, to ensure students learn in a safe environment, and to improve access to postsecondary education.  There are six major themes in the FY 2020 budget request for education:

          1.  Increasing Education Freedom;
          2.  Supporting High-Needs Students through Essential Formula 
               Grant Programs;
          3.  Protecting Students by Promoting Safe and Secure Schools;
          4.  Elevating the Teaching Profession;
          5.  Promoting Workforce Development for the 21st Century; and
          6.  Streamlining and Improving Postsecondary Aid Programs.

Among the resources online are a press release, the budget summary, Congressional justifications, and the PowerPoint presentation used in the in-person stakeholder briefing.
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Education Freedom Scholarships  
During the week of March 18, Secretary DeVos traveled to Des Moines, Iowa, for a meeting at the Iowa Capitol about Education Freedom Scholarships.  She was joined by Iowa State Senator Brad Zaun and Iowa Governor Kim Reynolds. Variations of tax credit scholarship programs are in place in several states, including Iowa.  Under Iowa’s School Tuition Organizations Tax Credit, individual and corporate donors receive a tax credit for donating to non-profit entities that create tuition scholarships for low-income students.  
To improve the educational experiences of students across the country, without taking a single dollar away from public schools and the students who attend them Education Freedom Scholarships have been proposed. Education Freedom Scholarships would be privately funded scholarships that empower students and families to choose the best educational setting for them – regardless of where they live, how much they make, and how they learn. Individual and business taxpayers nationwide contribute to student scholarships through state- identified Scholarship Granting Organizations.

View a video interview of Denisha Merriweather, school choice liaison with the Department, who benefited from a Florida Tax Credit Scholarship.
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Secretary DeVos Strikes a Blow for Religious Freedom
The secretary has announced that the Department will no longer discriminate against religious organizations seeking to provide school services.  During the week of March 11, the secretary  announced in a meeting with Council for American Private Education state directors that the Department will stop enforcing a provision in federal law that has long barred religious organizations from contracting with private schools to provide federally funded “equitable services,” such as tutoring and professional development.  The Department, in consultation with the U.S. Department of Justice, determined that  statutory provisions in the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) requiring a provider to “be independent of … any religious organization” are unconstitutional and run counter to the U.S. Supreme Court’s decision in Trinity Lutheran Church of Columbia v. Comer (2017). The new policy has the potential to immediately benefit many of the millions of educationally disadvantaged students who attend private schools, and its significance will only grow if efforts to expand private-school choice continue to flourish.  To learn more, click here.

Higher Education Executive Order
On March 21, President Trump signed an executive order promoting free speech and improving transparency in higher education.  In addition, the order directs the U.S. Department of Education (Department) to support the efforts of states and institutions to reduce barriers to degree or program completion and save students money, as well as to develop policy proposals that help ensure that institutions share more of the financial risk associated with student loans (fact sheet and president’s remarks).  Read Secretary Betsy DeVos’ statement on the executive order.  
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John D. Dingell, Jr. Conservation, Management, and Recreation Act

President Trump signed into law the John D. Dingell, Jr. Conservation, Management, and Recreation Act, which, among other provisions, extends the Every Kid in a Park program allowing fourth-grade students and their families to visit any of the nation’s national parks or federal public lands for free.
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First Lady Melania Trump with a representative of the Interagency Working

 Group on Youth Programs discussing youth programs that align with her Be Best initiative.
Interagency Working Group on Youth Programs

On March 18, First Lady Melania Trump convened the Interagency Working Group on Youth Programs.  She gave opening remarks, and then called on agency representatives (including Secretary DeVos) to share information about their programs that positively impact the lives of children.  A number of these programs align with the three pillars, well-being, social media use, and opioid abuse, of the first lady’s Be Best initiative (readout and photos).
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White House Releases Resource Guide for Schools to Prevent Illicit Drug Use
On March 25, the White House Office of National Drug Control Policy released the administration’s school resource guide for teachers, administrators, and staff to help educate and protect students from substance abuse. The guide can be accessed here.  This guide is in a webpage format and is also available on ED’s webpage: Combating the Opioid Crisis and Other Substance Misuse: Schools, Students, Families. 

Higher Education Reform Principles

The White House has released a set of principles to reauthorize the Higher Education Act.  Secretary DeVos issued a statement, referring to the principles as “an important roadmap for working with Congress to rethink higher education and approve meaningful reforms.”

[image: image7.png]



Providing Equitable Services to Eligible Private School Children, Teachers, And Families 
The Department released a draft document consolidating and updating information intended to support states, districts, and private schools in implementation of ESEA equitable services.  The document is open for stakeholder review and comment through April 9. If you are interested in commenting on this guidance, please email us your comments at EquitableServices@ed.gov or write to us at the following address: Office of Elementary and Secondary Education, 400 Maryland Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20202. For further information about the Department’s guidance processes, please click here. 

College- and Career-Ready
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myStudentAid Mobile App Video Available

The Department’s Federal Student Aid office has developed a video highlighting features of its new myStudentAid mobile app.  The app allows users to fill out the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA®) form, access important tax information using the IRS Data Retrieval Tool, compare college costs, and check loan and grant history.  Help spread the word and share the video on your website or social media platforms!
Upcoming Webinars

Information about upcoming webinars for students, parents, and borrowers will be posted on StudentAid.gov/events later this month.  Upcoming training opportunities and webinars for college-access professionals will be posted at FinancialAidToolkit.ed.gov/training.

Announcements and Resources






U.S. Department of Agriculture Announces Launch of the Start Simple with MyPlate Campaign

In a continuing effort to help Americans make healthy food choices, U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Secretary Sonny Perdue announced a campaign to help simplify nutrition information. Visit Choose My Plate , which has tips on the MyPlate food groups and provides a variety of simple resources to put these tips into action. 

USDA also invites Americans to join the #MyPlateChallenge by sharing healthy eating tips or ideas related to the five MyPlate food groups. People can post a MyPlate-inspired healthy eating tip with a photo or video and share it on social media.  Once they post their healthy eating tip, people can challenge a family member, friend, or co-worker to share their own tip.
Join USDA to celebrate the different ways people strive to eat healthy. Learn more about the Start Simple with MyPlate Challenge and other online resources including the MyPlate Plan and widget, a tip sheet, the MyPlate Action Guide, a one-week menu template, as well as a toolkit for nutrition professionals.
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Free Parent Webinars

The Military Child Education Coalition provides free webinars to parents. Recent titles include “Early Explorations Math and Science Webinar” and “Kindergarten Readiness.”  Visit For the Sake of the Child  for more information. Registration is required either to participate in an upcoming webinar, or to receive a link to view the webinar after it has been held.
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Teen Health Week 2019 Webinar Series 

The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Health, has announced efforts to support teens with physical and mental wellness with Teen Health Week, April 1–7. 

 

The week will be used to raise awareness of the special health issues facing teens all over the world by focusing on health care, education, social service professionals, and youth-serving organizations. 

Webinars featuring subject matter experts in adolescent development, nutrition, preventative care, mental health, and substance use are available.  For more information, please contact Lesley Craig at Lesley.Craig@hhs.gov, or to learn more about this global initiative  encouraging young people to take charge of their physical and mental health, click here. Follow #TeenHealthWeek2019 during the week of April 1–7.
 

The Office of Communications and Outreach works with state and local education agencies to empower parents with information to help them be full partners in the education and academic progress of their children. For more information, please contact Carrie Jasper at carrie.jasper@ed.gov, or call 202-401-1524.
Contributors: Adam Honeysett, Diana Huffman, Judy Glennon, Susana R. Caldero, and Lesley Craig
Advisers: Karen Stratman and Macy Mount
Family, School and Community Engagement is written by Carrie Jasper.
To subscribe, unsubscribe or comment on this newsletter, please contact Parent@ed.gov. 

Family, School and Community Engagement can be found online at http://www2.ed.gov/news/newsletters/engagingfamilies/index.html
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