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Education Freedom Scholarships: Expanding Educational Freedom and Choice for Families

On Feb. 28, U.S. Secretary of Education Betsy DeVos unveiled a bold and innovative administration proposal for Education Freedom Scholarships, with legislation to be introduced by educational choice champions Sen. Ted Cruz (R-Texas) and Rep. Bradley Byrne (R-Ala.). These scholarships would be funded through charitable contributions and would be eligible for federal tax credits. Click here for more information. Remarks by the secretary can be found here.
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Presidential Message on Read Across America Day, 2019

On Read Across America Day, families, teachers, authors, and communities across our nation join with students in promoting the joy of reading and the many ways in which literacy enriches our lives. This year the day was observed March 2. Annually since 1998, Americans have celebrated Read Across America Day to help inspire young people to read and to support literacy for all our citizens. To read the entire proclamation click here.

College- and Career-Ready
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myStudentAid Mobile App Video Available

The U.S. Department of Education’s (Department’s) Federal Student Aid office has developed a video highlighting features of its new myStudentAid mobile app. The app allows users to fill out the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA®) form, access important tax information using the IRS Data Retrieval Tool, compare college costs, and check loan and grant history. Help spread the word and share the video on your website or social media platforms!
Highlight Your Work in Our Federal Student Aid Partner Spotlight

Are you hosting innovative events, planning engaging programs, or using unique incentives to increase Free Application for Federal Student Loan (FAFSA®) completion in your organization, school, or district? If so, then we would love to highlight the awesome work you are doing to keep your students and families engaged throughout the financial aid process. The FSA Partner Spotlight showcases and celebrates the best practices of FSA partners — and your organization could be featured next! Email the Spotlight Team at fsapartnerspotlight@ed.gov. In the subject line, write “Highlight Your Work in Our FSA Partner Spotlight.”
Upcoming Webinars

Information about upcoming webinars for students, parents, and borrowers will be posted on StudentAid.gov/events later this month. Upcoming training opportunities and webinars for college-access professionals will be posted at FinancialAidToolkit.ed.gov/training..

Announcements and Resources
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Pre-Application Webinars

The Department will host a series of pre-application informational outreach webinars for applicants interested in applying for a FY 2019 Full-Service Community School grant (FSCS) and to hear information regarding the grant application process. Each informational outreach webinar will provide general competition and application information and highlight specific information for rural and urban communities and faith-based organizations. Please click on the access informational pre-application outreach webinar link below to participate. 

WHAT: FSCS Pre-Application Outreach Webinar I (Focus: Rural Communities)
WHEN: Tuesday, March 12, 2–3:00 p.m. EST
ACCESS INFORMATION: https://meet.lync.com/usdedeop/elson.nash/M1NQ7M7Q
+12029910393 (Dial-in Number), Conference ID: 6406655

WHAT: FSCS Pre-Application Outreach Webinar II (Focus: Urban Communities)
WHEN: Wednesday, March 13, 2–3:00 p.m. EST
ACCESS INFORMATION: https://meet.lync.com/usdedeop/elson.nash/BQL73KW5
+12029910393 (Dial-in Number), Conference ID: 57236976

WHAT: FSCS Pre-Application Outreach Webinar III (Focus: Faith-Based Organizations)
WHEN: Wednesday, March 20, 2–3:00 p.m. EST
ACCESS INFORMATION: https://meet.lync.com/usdedeop/elson.nash/WFCQ620T
+12029910393 (Dial-in Number), Conference ID: 43562933 
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Federal Emergency Management Agency Seeks Youth Leaders for National Youth Preparedness Council

Applications due March 31!

Students in grades 8–11 are eligible to apply for the Youth Preparedness Council. Those interested in applying must submit a completed application form and their academic records, and provide two letters of recommendation. All applications and supporting materials must be received no later than 11:59 p.m. PST, March 31. Click here to access the application materials, read about the current council members, and obtain more general council information. New council members will be announced in May.
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Virtual Student Federal Service

College students who are U.S. citizens can make a real difference in the work of the U.S. government through the Virtual Student Federal Service (VSFS). VSFS harnesses the expertise and digital excellence of U.S. citizen students to move the work of their government forward on multiple fronts. Since 2009, thousands of VSFS eInterns have expanded the efforts of the U.S. government around the world — from dorm rooms, to libraries and coffee shops, to wherever the students happen to be. For more information, and a list of government agencies participating, click here. Each year, VSFS supervisors can begin submitting project proposal requests starting on May 1. All requests are due by June 10. U.S. students can apply to their top three VSFS projects from July 1–31 on USAJOBS.gov. All candidates will learn by early September if they have been offered a position. If you have additional questions, check out the Frequently Asked Questions section. If you still can’t find the answer you’re looking for, the VSFS team (VSFS@state.gov) is happy to help. Don’t miss out!
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National Minority Health Month 

National Minority Health Month, which begins April 1, allows the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Office of Minority Health (OMH), to join their partners in raising awareness about the important role an active lifestyle plays in keeping us healthy. The theme for the month, Active & Healthy, highlights the health benefits from even small amounts of moderate-to-vigorous physical activity throughout the day. Every move counts! Visit the OMH website to learn more about National Minority Health Month, and sign up for the National Minority Health Month topic.




Free Parent Webinars

The Military Child Education Coalition provides free webinars to parents.. Recent titles include “Test Taking Strategies for Young Children” and ”Using Sign Language with Young Children.” Visit https://www.militarychild.org/webinars for more information. Registration is required either to participate in an upcoming webinar, or to receive a link to view the webinar after it has been held.





March is Youth Art Month and Music in Our Schools Month
During the month of March, educators and parents are encouraged to raise awareness of the importance of music education for all children. Sharing stories about art and music figures, having fun activities and going on music-focused outings provide examples to students about how they can express themselves.
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The Office of Communications and Outreach works with state and local education agencies to empower parents with information to help them be full partners in the education and academic progress of their children. For more information, please contact Carrie Jasper at carrie.jasper@ed.gov, or call 202-401-1524.
Contributors: Adam Honeysett, Diana Huffman, Judy Glennon, Susana R. Calderon
Advisers: Karen Stratman and Macy Mount
Family, School and Community Engagement is written by Carrie Jasper.
To subscribe, unsubscribe or comment on this newsletter, please contact Parent@ed.gov. 

Family, School and Community Engagement can be found online at http://www2.ed.gov/news/newsletters/engagingfamilies/index.html
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