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U.S. Department of Education Acts on School Safety Report Recommendation on Student Privacy Law

The Federal Commission on School Safety (FCSS) released an in-depth report in December 2018, which observed that “substantial misunderstanding remains at the local level among officials and educators concerning [FERPA], and in particular its application to school-based threats.”  On Feb.12, the U.S. Department of Education released a comprehensive set of frequently asked questions (FAQs) on schools’ and districts’ responsibilities under the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) in the context of school safety.

This FAQ document, titled School Resource Officers, School Law Enforcement Units and the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA), consolidates previously issued guidance and technical assistance into a single resource to help raise schools’ and districts’ awareness of these provisions. The document consists of 37 commonly asked questions about schools’ and school districts’ responsibilities under FERPA relating to disclosures of student information to school resource officers, law enforcement units and others, and seeks to explain and clarify how FERPA protects student privacy while ensuring the health and safety of students and others in the school community.

For additional information on the meetings, field visits, listening sessions, roundtables and other resources used to produce the FCSS report, please visit the school safety website.
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Presidential Proclamation on Religious Freedom Day, 2019

On Jan 15, Donald Trump signed a Proclamation on Religious Freedom Day. Each year, Jan. 16 is declared Religious Freedom Day. This day is the anniversary of the passage, in 1786, of the Virginia Statute of Religious Freedom.  Click here to read this year’s proclamation.
College- and Career-Ready
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Free Application for Federal Student Aid
The U.S. Department of Education encourages students and families to complete their 2019–20 Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA®) forms.

Students can simply download the myStudentAid app (iOS or Android) and fill out the form from a mobile device, or visit fafsa.gov and fill out the form using the device of their choice, including a smartphone, tablet, or laptop.
Announcements and Resources
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I Used to Preach the Gospel of Education Reform. Then I Became the Mayor.
Check out Chicago Mayor Rahm Emanuel’s piece in the Atlantic magazine! Mayor Emanuel challenges policymakers to question their assumptions about what makes a good school and embrace innovative education reform by focusing on how to best prepare students for the future.

“For most of my career, I preached the old gospel of education reform. But now research and experience suggest that policymakers need to embrace a new path forward and leave the old gospel behind,” Emanuel writes. “The brain-dead debate between charter and neighborhood schools should be replaced with a focus on quality over mediocrity. To get kids to finish high school, the student experience should center on preparing them for what’s next in life.”

Read the full article here.
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U.S. Department of Education Initiative Launched to Protect Children With Disabilities
U.S. Secretary of Education Betsy DeVos announced Jan. 17 that the U.S. Department of Education will launch an initiative to address the possible inappropriate use of restraint and seclusion in our nation’s schools. The Office for Civil Rights (OCR), in partnership with the Office of Special Education and Rehabilitative Services (OSERS), will oversee this proactive approach which will protect students with disabilities by providing technical assistance and support to schools, districts, and state education agencies, and strengthen enforcement activities.

The Department’s Initiative to Address the Inappropriate Use of Restraint and Seclusion will not only include components that help schools and districts understand how federal law applies to the use of restraint and seclusion, but the Department will also support schools seeking resources and information on the appropriate use of interventions and supports to address the behavioral needs of students with disabilities. Read more…
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Scholarships/Fellowshipsto Highlight During National African American History Month
United Negro College Fund (UNCF): UNCF STEM Scholars Program. This scholarship, internship, and mentoring program is open to African American high school students who are planning to pursue careers in STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) fields. The Fund II Foundation, an organization established in 2014 for the purpose of making grants to public charities, funds this program. The Deadline is March 3. Learn more.

Development Fund for Black Students in Science and Technology: STEM Scholarship. Eligibility is limited to undergraduate African American students majoring in STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) fields at Historically Black Colleges and Universities. The Deadline is June 15. Learn more.. 
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Podcasts
For the Sake of the Child: Conversations in this podcast target the challenges military-connected children face as they navigate multiple education systems from birth through high school. However, topics, as well as many helpful resources and information, are provided that will interest all parents and families. Visit the websites, https://militarychild.podbean.com/ and https://www.militarychild.org/webinars to view the webinar topics that fit your needs.
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Barriers to Parent-School Involvement for Early Elementary Students

“Barriers to Parent-School Involvement for Early Elementary Students,” a Statistics in Brief issued by the National Center for Education Statistics, examines the level of parents’ involvement in activities in their children’s schools, describes the types of barriers to participation that parents face, and reveals how barriers to involvement differ across child, family, and school characteristics.
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New Emergency Exercises Package
The Department’s Readiness and Emergency Management for Schools (REMS) Technical Assistance Center developed a new Emergency Exercises Package. This hew toolkit is designed to help K–12 schools and districts strengthen their emergency operations plans and identify any gaps and weaknesses.
The Office of Communications and Outreach works with state and local education agencies to empower parents with information to help them be full partners in the education and academic progress of their children. For more information, please contact Carrie Jasper at carrie.jasper@ed.gov, or call 202-401-1524.
Contributors: Adam Honeysett, Diana Huffman, Judy Glennon, Susana R. Calderon
Advisers: Karen Stratman and Macy Mount
Family, School and Community Engagement is written by Carrie Jasper.
To subscribe, unsubscribe or comment on this newsletter, please contact Parent@ed.gov. 

Family, School and Community Engagement can be found online at http://www2.ed.gov/news/newsletters/engagingfamilies/index.html
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