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Secretary Betsy DeVos and Partner Joe Daly

DeVos Participates in the 2nd Annual Business Startup Challenges & Youth Entrepreneurship Briefing
Secretary DeVos participates in the 2nd Annual Business Startup Challenges & Youth Entrepreneurship Opportunities, co-hosted by Gallup and Lemonade Day, on Jan. 17. The fireside-style chat focused on inspiring today’s youth to be entrepreneurs and how adults can prepare kids to be active contributors to our country now and in the future. 

"The schools I've visited that are most exciting for students" are deliberate about "producing a lot of different career pathways at a young age and giving kids exposure to what some of those possibilities are, starting as young as early middle school and developing opportunities after that for kids to really explore what they're wired up to do," DeVos said.
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National School Choice Week

The U.S. Department of Education is joining students, parents, and educators across the nation to celebrate National School Choice Week (NSCW). Held this year from Jan. 20–26, NSCW is an annual public awareness campaign designed to celebrate education freedom for all students in grades K–12.  It embraces the full spectrum of school choice options, including traditional public schools, public charter schools, private schools, online learning, and home schools. This year, NSCW is featuring more than 40,000 events nationwide! We are excited to have ED representatives travel across the country to visit schools and attend events that promote education freedom. ED’s travelling representatives along with the states they are visiting are listed below. 

· Arizona ― Deputy Secretary Mitchell Zais;

· Texas ― Assistant Secretary Frank Brogan, Office of Elementary and Secondary Education;

· Alabama ― Assistant Secretary Scott Stump, Office of Career, Technical and Adult Education; and 

· North and South Carolina ― Deputy Assistant Secretary Aimee Viana, Office of Elementary and Secondary Education. 

Secretary Betsy DeVos Delivers Remarks at the American Council on Education
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On Dec. 19, 2018, Secretary Betsy DeVos delivered remarks at the American Council on Education, addressing the need to change the “traditional track” of higher education. The secretary spoke about the tremendous disconnect between industry needs and education, as well as the need to rethink higher education accreditation. For the full speech, click here.
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President Donald J. Trump’s Signs the First Step Act

On Dec. 21, 2018,  Donald Trump signed the First Step Act, a bipartisan criminal justice reform bill aimed at reducing recidivism and refining sentencing laws and harsh penalties.
The bill expands in-prison and post-release employment programs; includes components related to alternatives to prison, such as home confinement, for low-risk prisoners; prohibits restraints on pregnant prisoners; and mandates evidence-based treatment for opioid and heroin abuse. Click here to read more.

College- and Career-Ready
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Free Application for Federal Student Aid
The U.S. Department of Education wishes to remind students and families to complete their 2019–20 Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA®) forms. 
Students can simply download the myStudentAid app (iOS or Android) and fill out the form from a mobile device, or visit fafsa.gov and fill out the form using the device of their choice, including a smartphone, tablet, or laptop.
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Pacific Northwest National Laboratory
Pacific Northwest National Laboratory is seeking ambitious, high-caliber candidates for assignments within the National Security Internship Program. During the 10-week program, interns will participate on teams, each of which will develop and produce a fully functional, tactical decision support aid, Android application. The deadline to apply is Feb. 16.  The Pacific Northwest National Laboratory in Richland, Washington, is a U.S. Department of Energy government research laboratory.  
The categories of assignments are 

· Undergrad intern - https://careers.pnnl.gov/JobOpeningId=308589,

· Masters intern - https://careers.pnnl.gov/JobOpeningId=308590, and

· Ph.D. intern - https://careers.pnnl.gov/JobOpeningId=308591.

Apply Now.

Announcements and Resources
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Webinar: It Takes a Village

How Data, Community, and Culture Combine to Address Birth Outcome Disparities
A webinar that will review the work of the Utah Office of Health Disparities on unveiling and addressing birth outcome disparities among specific groups will be held on Thursday, Jan. 31 from 1–2 p.m. EST.  Presenters will discuss the process behind identifying the health disparities and working with partners to create innovative and culturally sound solutions. The webinar will also highlight the It Takes a Village: Giving Our Babies the Best Chance project, which raises awareness about birth outcome disparities in the context of cultural beliefs and practices.

Register
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“Talk. They Hear You.” App!  

Share this app with parents in your community so that they can prepare for one of the most important conversations they may ever have with their kids about underage drinking.  Watch this quick video to see how the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration’s “Talk. They Hear You.” works! 
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Environmental Youth Award

The application period is now open for the 2018 President’s Environmental Youth Award Program.  This program recognizes outstanding environmental stewardship projects by K–12 students, promoting awareness of the nation’s natural resources and encouraging positive community involvement.  Winners of this year’s awards will be invited to a ceremony in Washington, D.C., and have their project highlighted on the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) web site.  EPA will select up to two winners in each of its 10 regions — one winner for grades K–5, and one winner for grades 6–12.  Applications are due by Feb. 1.
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The Office of Communications and Outreach works with state and local education agencies to empower parents with information to help them be full partners in the education and academic progress of their children. For more information, please contact Carrie Jasper at carrie.jasper@ed.gov, or call 202-401-1524.
Contributors: Adam Honeysett, Diana Huffman, Susana Calderon, Jacquelyn Pitta
Advisers: Karen Stratman and Macy Mount
Family, School and Community Engagement is written by Carrie Jasper.
To subscribe, unsubscribe or comment on this newsletter, please contact Parent@ed.gov. 

Family, School and Community Engagement can be found online at http://www2.ed.gov/news/newsletters/engagingfamilies/index.html
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