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U.S. Department of Education

Newsletter Supporting Family, School and Community Engagement
A Voice for Parents
News From ED
Secretary DeVos Visits Orthodox Jewish Schools in New York 

U.S. Secretary of Education Betsy DeVos traveled to New York for a two-stop school tour on May 15. The Secretary visited Manhattan High School for Girls, an Orthodox Jewish school, to observe classrooms and participate in a roundtable discussion with school leaders, teachers, and community members. She later visited Yeshiva Darchei Torah Boys School where she enjoyed a school tour, held a roundtable with teachers and staff, and had a meet and greet with students.
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Secretary DeVos' School Visit to Manhattan High School for Girls

Secretary DeVos: “The Family Will Always Be the First School”

Speaking to the Alfred E. Smith Memorial Foundation, Secretary DeVos acknowledged the Catholic Church’s contribution to American education, praised Alfred E. Smith’s dedication to fighting for the vulnerable and addressed the need for more options for parents. In her remarks she stated, “He (Al Smith) encouraged us to take care of our families first. Then take care of our neighbor, and then our community. …That’s why, when it comes to education, the family is – and always will be -- the ‘first school.’ Parents hold the inalienable right to decide what learning environment best meets their children’s individual needs.” Check out the Secretary’s tweets on the speech here.
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Focusing on STEM Education in New Hampshire

U.S. Secretary of Education Betsy DeVos traveled to New Hampshire on May 14 for a two-part school visit focused on science, technology, engineering and math (STEM) education. She first toured Southern New Hampshire University’s (SNHU) new College of Engineering, Technology and Aeronautics in Hooksett, and participated in a roundtable with administrators and SNHU’s president, Dr. Paul J. LeBlanc. Later in the day, the Secretary toured the Founders Academy Public Charter School in Manchester. Click here for more info on the schools.
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Mitchell (Mick) Zais
Mick Zais Confirmed as Deputy Secretary of Education

On May 17, Mitchell (Mick) Zais of South Carolina was confirmed as deputy secretary of education. Secretary DeVos welcomed Zais to the Department, saying, “In his nearly four decades of public service, Dr. Zais has fought for our country abroad and for students at home. He brings a remarkable breadth of experience to the Department and will strengthen the work we do every day to improve education for students across the country.” 

Raised by two public school teachers, Dr. Zais served 31 years in the U.S. Army, three of which as a professor at West Point, and retired with the rank of Brigadier General. He then served as the president of Newberry College in South Carolina for 10 years, followed by 4 years as South Carolina’s Superintendent of Education from 2011-2015. Read more…
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Secretary DeVos and graduates at Ave Maria University Commencement Ceremony
Secretary DeVos Encourages Graduates to Serve Others

In her address to the 2018 graduating class of Ave Maria University, Secretary DeVos urged the graduates to strive for greatness and to stay engaged in service to community and country. She left the graduates with a call to action: “What will you do to put your newly gained skills to work in the service of others? Now is the time to start doing it. And what you do now is up to you. It's not up to your parents. It's not up to your professors. With God's guidance, it's up to you.” 
Federal Commission on School Safety Visits Maryland School to Discuss School Climate Practices
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The Federal Commission on School Safety 

On May 31, the Federal Commission on School Safety (FCSS) held its first field visit. Secretary of Education Betsy DeVos and members of the Commission traveled to Hebron-Harmon Elementary School in Hanover, Maryland (Anne Arundel County Public Schools) to learn about Positive Behavioral Intervention and Supports (PBIS).  PBIS is a framework for assisting school personnel in organizing evidence-based behavioral interventions to help improve academics and social behavior outcomes for students. 

While on site, Commission representatives heard from nationally renowned PBIS expert Dr. George Sugai, as well as Anne Arundel County Public School administrators, teachers and students about the district’s PBIS program.  

"Every day, the Federal Commission on School Safety is working to identify proven ways to prevent violence and keep our students safe at school,” the Secretary said in a statement. “Our work remains urgent. Our nation must come together and address the underlying issues that lead to such tragic and senseless loss of life."

This was the first of several field visits where the Commission will learn from practitioners in the field who are actively taking steps to improve school safety and climate. You can check out video of the event here. For more information, please visit the FCSS website.

Have ideas on how to make schools safer? Send them to safety@ed.gov. 
College- and Career-Ready

President’s Task Force Unveils Plan to Expand Apprenticeships
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The Task Force on Apprenticeship Expansion

For the first time since 2000, there are more job openings than unemployed Americans. One way to provide students with the skills they need to find meaningful employment is through apprenticeship programs. Apprenticeships provide workers with a career path featuring paid on-the-job training, skills development, and mentoring. They also provide employers with a steady source of highly trained and productive employees.  

But these programs are currently underutilized. That’s why President Trump brought together business, labor, and education leaders to look at ways to expand apprenticeship programs and provide these opportunities to more Americans. You can learn more about the task force and their recommendations here. 
News From Schools, Communities, and Families
Parents Part of School Safety
Mike Almond of Superior, Wisconsin, chairman of diversity and male engagement for the Wisconsin PTA, coordinated a safety awareness night for parents at Northern Lights Elementary. Almond worked together with local school principals and school resource officer Mike Kendall of the Superior Police Department, to produce the event. Parents from six elementary schools in the area attended. Those attending agreed that school safety is a community responsibility - parents being aware of the surroundings and schools focusing on the number of unattended entrances and exits at the beginning and end of day.  
State Sen. Janet Bewley attended the event and encouraged parents to volunteer, share information, and become active on committees and councils to address school violence. It was also suggested that parents can become more aware of unusual or unsafe situations. Parents found the event informative and took new and basic school safety insights home with them such as, making sure parent contact information is updated and in cases of emergency, produce an ID to pick up your child.
For more information, go to https://www.superiortelegram.com/news/education/4424913-parents-part-school-safety.

Announcements and Resources for Families and Communities
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2018 American Society for Deaf Children Camp List
The American Society for Deaf Children (ASDC) has developed a comprehensive list of summer camps.  The list includes organizations with an open approach to communication, meaning that staff are willing and able to accommodate any camper's preferred mode of communication—sign language, oral, aural, lipreading or a mix. "Total communication" emphasizes getting the message across in whatever way works best for the participant. To view the 2018 ASDC nationwide summer camp list, click here.  
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Make Learning Fun at Home: Whack-A-Mole

Materials needed: Styrofoam mallet, worksheet with moles (Place numbers, letters, or words in ovals under moles.)

Lessons learned: Recognition of letters, words, numbers, or sums
Directions: Give child Styrofoam mallet. Adult says a word, number, or letter. Child indicates recognition by hitting the corresponding mole with the mallet. 
(Submitted by Gina Ughiovhe, kindergarten teacher at Tyler Elementary School, in Washington, D.C.)
The Office of Communications and Outreach works with state and local education agencies to empower parents with information to help them be full partners in the education and academic progress of their children. For more information, please contact Carrie Jasper at carrie.jasper@ed.gov, or call 202-401-1524.
Contributors: Adam Honeysett, Patrick O’Connor, Megan Power, Charm Smith, Gina Ughiovhe, and Michael Chamberlain

Advisers: Karen Stratman and Lisa Ramirez 
Family, School and Community Engagement is written by Carrie Jasper.
To subscribe, unsubscribe or comment on this newsletter, please contact Parent@ed.gov. 

Family, School and Community Engagement can be found online at http://www2.ed.gov/news/newsletters/engagingfamilies/index.html
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