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Secretary Betsy DeVos
Secretary Visits Opioid Memorial

Last month, Secretary DeVos visited the National Safety Council’s Prescribed to Death Memorial to victims of opioid misuse. The memorial, located on the Ellipse at the White House, was a powerful reminder of the nation’s opioid epidemic. Opioid overdoses claimed more lives than car crashes in 2016 and 2017, and the effects of opioid misuse are felt by students, parents, and educators across the country. 

ED is taking a number of steps to support the Trump administration’s efforts to fight this “crisis next door.” ED’s website now includes a page providing resources to help schools, students, and families combat the opioid crisis. The National Center on Safe and Supportive Learning Environments is hosting a webinar, “The Opioid Crisis and K–12 Schools: Impact and Response,” designed for state-, district-, and building-level administrators, teachers, and specialized instructional personnel. The ED Fellows held a Twitter chat, using the hashtag #FellowsAtED, on opioids in K-12 schools. Read comments at https://twitter.com/usedgov.
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Visiting ‘s “Prescribed to Death”
Opioid Memorial was a sobering reminder of
the epidemic facing our country and the
impact it has on our children. The Trump
Administration is committed to addressing
this crisis of addiction.







The Nation’s Report Card Is In. How Can We Improve Stagnant Scores?
Secretary DeVos addressed the recent National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) results at the Reagan Institute Summit on Education (RISE), observing the 35th anniversary of the A Nation at Risk report released under President Ronald Reagan.  During a fireside chat with former Secretary of Education William Bennett,  DeVos noted, "If you look at per-pupil spending, it's gone up since A Nation at Risk was reported. Scores continue to muddle along.  This is not something we're going to spend our way out of, and this is not something we're going to mandate or regulate our way out of." (video). 

American Families to Benefit From Tax-free Withdrawals for Education Expenses

According to an April 17, USA Today op-ed by President Trump, “A typical family of four earning $73,000 a year can expect to see an income tax cut of more than $2,000 when they file their tax return in 2019—slashing their income tax bill in half. The standard deduction has been nearly doubled, so now twice as much income is earned tax-free. The tax law also doubled the child tax credit and lowers rates across the board for hardworking families.” 

In addition, the recent Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017 that President Trump signed into law expanded 529 plans. The 529 plans provide tax advantages and potentially other incentives to make it easier to save for college and other postsecondary training, or for tuition in connection with enrollment or attendance at an elementary or secondary public, private, or religious school for a designated beneficiary, such as a child or grandchild. You can learn more about 529 plans here. 
2015–16 Civil Rights Data Collection Released
On April 24, the Department’s Office for Civil Rights (OCR) released the 2015–16 Civil Rights Data Collection (CRDC).  This data, which is self-reported by public school districts, schools, and educational programs, is collected and published biennially by OCR, to be reviewed, analyzed, and utilized by local, state, and federal education leaders.  For example, OCR used the latest CRDC data to produce topic-specific briefs on two major topics: “STEM Course Taking” and “School Climate and Safety.” View CRDC data press release and other information.
College- and Career-Ready

College Signing Day: Meeting the Needs of All Graduates
Many counselors are preparing for their school’s college signing day.  The title of the day can be misleading, however, as most high schools use the day to honor and celebrate not only students who will be attending college but also those who are headed into careers, career training, or the military. This piece by The Chronicle of Higher Education’s Eric Hoover highlights the struggle some schools face when trying to meet the needs of all students on college signing day.  It is also considered a classic piece in depicting the life of a public school counselor.
“How School Counselors Make a World of Difference”
Long considered an integral part of a school’s support system, school counselors bring a wealth of insight and resources to a variety of student-centered issues. As part of a team of mental health experts, school counselors work with students individually and collectively to create a school climate that leads to healthy learning, living, and growth. Patrick J. O’Connor, ED's school counselor ambassador fellow, describes the role of school counselors, and the results and impact that they have on students’ academic and social-emotional development. You can read his article here, at kappanonline.org.  
Family Ambassador
Family Ambassador 
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Frances Frost, Family Ambassador
At the beginning of May, Frances Frost’s time as family ambassador came to an end at the U.S. Department of Education (ED). During her 18 months at ED, Frost held policy briefings and roundtables, and traveled to conferences across the country to share the missions of the Department and the administration. As a result of her ambassadorship, parents now have a better understanding of the inner workings of the federal government’s role in education. The Department thanks Frances sincerely for her service to both parents and educators over the course of the past two years.   
News From Schools, Communities, and Families
Department Hosts Listening Sessions on School Climate 
Last month, Secretary DeVos hosted two listening sessions on school safety concerns and the current climate in schools nationwide. The discussions focused on the Dear Colleague Letter regarding Title VI, which prohibits racial discrimination, and its impact on school discipline that was jointly issued by the departments of Education and Justice in January 2014.  Participants shared their perspectives on how to best protect all students' civil rights and promote positive school climates, and how the current approach is helping or hurting those efforts.
Family Engagement Events and Opportunities

ED's 2018 ParentCamp: Informed Parents Thrive—Preventing the Summer Slide
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ParentCamp: Informed Parents Thrive—Preventing the Summer Slide was held on April 23 at the U.S. Department of Education. Over 300 parents, students, educators, and faith-based and community leaders registered for the event.  All came to experience a ParentCamp “unconference” where individuals shared their knowledge, concerns, and solutions about educating children. There were 27 sessions, including Tips and Tricks From Military Families; Changing the Summer Slide Into the Summer Thrive; Summer Slide Resources and Strategies to Increase Your Parent Toolkit; Supporting Your Child’s Literacy Development During the Summer; Family Engagement Through the Summer; Free Time in the Tech Age; Your Public Library: A Great Friend for the Whole Family; Opioid Prevention; and Rethink School—just to name a few.  To view photos of the event and for more information about ParentCamp, visit https://www.ed.gov/family-and-community-engagement?src=rn or www.parentcamp.org.
Announcements and Resources for Families and Communities


Statewide Family Engagement Centers Funded

On March 22, Congress authorized $10 million in federal funding for the Statewide Family Engagement Centers (SFECs) Program in the Omnibus Appropriations Act of 2018 (H.R. 1625). The SFECs Program will help states and school districts promote family involvement in education.
JUST A REMINDER
The Department is seeking public comments on the legislation on its Homeroom blog.  All interested parties should submit opinions, ideas, suggestions, and comments on the SFECs Program at https://blog.ed.gov/2018/05/soliciting-input-statewide-family-engagement-centers/.  Comments will be accepted until 5 p.m. ET, on Friday, May 11.
The Office of Communications and Outreach works with state and local education agencies to empower parents with information to help them be full partners in the education and academic progress of their children. For more information, please contact Carrie Jasper at carrie.jasper@ed.gov, or call 202-401-1524.
Contributors: Adam Honeysett, Patrick O’Connor, Megan Power, Charm Smith, and Michael Chamberlain
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Family, School and Community Engagement is written by Carrie Jasper.
To subscribe, unsubscribe or comment on this newsletter, please contact Parent@ed.gov. 

Family, School and Community Engagement can be found online at http://www2.ed.gov/news/newsletters/engagingfamilies/index.html
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