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Responding to Senseless Violence and Tragedy 

In the wake of the awful tragedy in Parkland, Secretary DeVos has held listening sessions with student and parent survivors educators and law enforcement, and has called for Congress to hold hearings on how lawmakers can make an impact on avoiding future tragedies. The Secretary and Department staff will continue to meet with families, students, educators and law enforcement around how the Department can best support communities in finding solutions to address the issues driving individuals to lash out with violence in schools.
President's Budget Expands Education Freedom, Protects Vulnerable Students   

On February 12, President Trump submitted his budget request to Congress for FY 2019. The budget builds upon the President’s commitment to expand education freedom for all families and return power to local leaders.  

"The president's budget request expands education freedom for America's families while protecting our nation's most vulnerable students," said Secretary of Education Betsy DeVos. "The budget also reflects our commitment to spending taxpayer dollars wisely and efficiently by consolidating and eliminating duplicative and ineffective federal programs that are better handled at the state or local level. I look forward to working with Congress to pass a budget that puts students first and returns power in education to where it belongs: with states, districts and families." 

Highlights from the FY 2019 budget include:
        • $1 billion increase for public and private school choice through the new Opportunity 
           Grants program
        • $200 million dedicated to STEM education
        • More than $13 billion to maintain the Federal investment in the Individuals with 
          Disabilities Education Act State formula and discretionary grants
        • $15.5 billion to maintain the Federal investment in Title I grants to Local Educational 
          Agencies (LEAs)
        • $43 million for School Climate Transformation grants to help States and LEAs 
          mitigate the impacts of the opioid epidemic on students and schools  

Want to learn more? Check out our fact sheet.

Secretary Betsy DeVos Seeks Public Comments on Needs of Rural Schools and Districts 

The secretary seeks information from the public regarding ways the U.S. Department of Education (Department, ED) can improve how it serves the unique needs of rural schools and districts. In accordance with Section 5005 of the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), this information will be considered as the Department develops and implements policies, programs and procedures and issues a final report on rural education. (See the preliminary report and a related blog post). The final report will describe steps the Department has planned to increase the participation of rural schools and districts in the development and execution of ED’s rural initiatives.  Comments must be received no later than Feb. 20. Submit your comments through the Federal eRulemaking Portal or via postal mail, commercial delivery, hand delivery or email. The blog cited above provides further instructions for submitting comments.

Every Student Succeeds Act Updates
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Thirty–five States Receive Approval on Plans 


U.S. Secretary of Education Betsy DeVos today announced the approval of six consolidated state plans—Georgia, Hawaii, Indiana, Kansas, Montana and New Hampshire—under the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA). As of Jan. 19, 35 states ESSA plans have been approved (press release). All remaining states have received feedback and are working on revisions. 

ESSA requires the secretary to issue a written determination within 120 days of a state’s submission of its plan, unless the state requests additional time for its revisions. States received notes from external, independent peer reviewers, as well as specific information from Department staff, about changes needed to ensure they are meeting the requirements under the statute.

The Department issued a Federal Register notice
 inviting applications under ESSA’s Innovative Assessment Demonstration Authority. Up to seven states may be approved to pilot new kinds of tests, which are project-based forms of assessments. States were encouraged to submit a notice of intent to apply by Feb. 2; the deadline for applications is April 2.
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Special Education News
Secretary DeVos Penned Education Week Commentary
Secretary DeVos penned an Education Week commentary following the Department’s release of a question-and-answer document on the U.S. Supreme Court’s Endrew F. v. Douglas County School District Re-1, 137 S. Ct. 988 decision.  

The Endrew F. decision is important in informing ED’s efforts to improve academic outcomes for children with disabilities.  Last month’s newsletter reported on the release of a question-and-answer document supporting the unanimous March 2017 U.S. Supreme Court opinion on Endrew F. The case, related to the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), clarifies the scope of a free appropriate public education (FAPE). 

The Q&A document provides parents, educators and other stakeholders with an explanation of the case, the issues addressed and the impact of the Court’s decision. The document also explains how FAPE is currently defined, clarifies the standard for determining FAPE, and addresses how this ruling can support children with disabilities. View the Q&A document on ED’s website.
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New Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) website

The Office of Special Education and Rehabilitative Services (OSERS) will automatically redirect users of the outdated Building the Legacy: IDEA 2004 website to the new Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) website starting April 30. 

Please update your bookmarks and websites accordingly to reflect the use of sites.ed.gov/idea. 

Learn more about the automatic redirect.
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Supporting Students With Disabilities Through Personalized Learning

American Youth Policy Forum held a webinar titled "Supporting Students with Disabilities through Personalized Learning." At the link, you can access the presentation slides, the webinar recording and additional resources. 

College- and Career-Ready
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Understanding Loan Repayment Webinar
On Jan. 31, Federal Student Aid (FSA) hosted a webinar titled "Understanding Loan Repayment." To learn more about the basics of student loan repayment, receive helpful tips and read FAQs and more, click here. To view the list of future webinars and to register for the next in the series for February and March, click here.
#AskFAFSA Office Hours

Each month, #AskFAFSA Office Hours on Twitter! features a different topic related to financial aid and how to pay for college. Questions about FAFSA® (Free Application for Federal Student Aid) and paying for college can be submitted by including the hashtag #askFAFSA in tweets. #AskFAFSA will answer your questions during the live event on specified Wednesdays, 5–6 p.m. EST. Follow FSA on @FAFSA to join the conversation. Don't have Twitter? Watch the conversation live. Archived transcripts of the Q&A session are posted on FAFSA’s Storify page after the event.

Access to College Limited by College Admissions Offices?

An op-ed in Chronicle of Higher Education highlights what many counselors have long suspected: Part of the challenge in opening college access to a wider range of students includes the traditional ways colleges evaluate applicants. From testing to completion of AP courses to participation in extracurricular activities, many of the benchmarks colleges use to review a student contain socioeconomic biases that often overlap with racial biases. Combined with an article on college endowments, the op-ed lays out a clear case for colleges to reconsider their commitment to nontraditional audiences.

From the Family Ambassador
Family Engagement Summit: Powered by Teach to Lead 
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The Department is pleased to host Family Engagement Summit: Powered by Teach to Lead, being held March 9–11, 2018, in Baltimore, Maryland. 

Teach to Lead works to support teachers as valued experts in instruction and their students’ needs. The summit will bring together teacher leaders, family members, and other school and community stakeholders to collaborate, problem solve, and develop action plans to benefit students and schools.  Teams of parents and educators will work on an idea to implement in their own school, district or state that addresses an area of student achievement that can be improved by leveraging family engagement.  Selected teams have been notified. 

Follow the event on Twitter during the March 9–11 weekend by following @FamiliesatED and #EngagedFamilies and #FamiliesPBTTL. For more information, visit https://www.ed.gov/family-and-community-engagement?src=rn.

News From Schools, Communities and Families
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Georgia Department of Education’s Family Engagement Partners Channel
Georgia Department of Education’s Family Engagement Partners Channel features videos supporting the work of the Every Student Succeeds Act’s focus on parent and family engagement and Georgia’s Systems of Continuous Improvement. District and school leaders statewide can  access continuous, up-to-date resources, which range from compliance monitoring to implementing creative programs to promising practices (with an emphasis on student academic achievement). In addition to the Georgia Department of Education’s production of video content for the channel, local stakeholders capture videos and materials to highlight their extraordinary work. 

Watch online at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VVoI4HLivng.
Announcements and Resources for Families and Communities
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ParentCamp: Informed Families Thrive—Preventing the Summer Slide    
Parents, students, educators, and faith-based and community representatives are invited to talk and share experiences, concerns, and solutions in order to make informed decisions about their children’s education in a series of workshop sessions facilitated by ED staff and invited guests. 

Day/Date/Time:         
Monday, April 23, 2018, 8:30 a.m. – 1:40 p.m. 

Location:                         
United States Department of Education
Lyndon B Johnson Building  
400 Maryland Avenue, SW  
Washington, D.C.   

Registration will close Friday, April 6, 2018 COB. Seating is limited and attendees must register.  The event is free and open to the community. You must bring a government-issued photo ID in order to enter the Department as an expected guest for this event. For more information and to register, visit http://www.ed.gov/family-and-community-engagement.    
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Kindergarten Readiness Webinar Recording

The Military Child Education Coalition has launched a series of webinars with valuable and useful information for parents about kindergarten readiness. For more information, contact Judy Glennon at Judy.Glennon@MilitaryChild.org, or call 254-953-1923.
The Office of Communications and Outreach works with state and local education agencies to empower parents with information to help them be full partners in the education and academic progress of their children. For more information, please contact Carrie Jasper at carrie.jasper@ed.gov, or call 202-401-1524.
_________________________________________________________________

Contributors: Aba Kumi, Adam Honeysett, Celeste Rodriguez, Maisha Challenger, Wendy Bhagat, Elizabeth Coogan, Patrick O’Connor, Kristen Kushiyama, and Judy Glennon
Advisers: Karen Stratman and Lisa Ramirez 
Family, School and Community Engagement is written by Frances Frost and Carrie Jasper.
To subscribe, unsubscribe or comment on this newsletter, please contact Parent@ed.gov. 

Family, School and Community Engagement can be found online at http://www2.ed.gov/news/newsletters/engagingfamilies/index.html
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