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On Dec. 18, after months of research, the Federal Commission on School Safety, chaired by Secretary of Education Betsy DeVos, released its final report. The Commission’s work included field visits, listening sessions, and meetings focused on identifying and elevating solutions to keep students and teachers safe at school. In total, commissioners heard from dozens of experts from nearly 40 states and reviewed more than 1,500 comments from the public via safety@ed.gov. After learning from students, parents, teachers, school safety personnel, law enforcement officers, mental health professionals, and others who play a role in keeping students safe, the Commission developed 93 best practices and policy recommendations for leaders at the state, local, and federal levels.
The report offers a holistic approach to improving school safety, ranging from supporting the social and emotional well-being of students to enhancing physical building security. Acknowledging that there can be no one-size-fits-all solution to the complex problem of school violence, the final report serves as a resource guide for families, educators, law enforcement officers, health professionals, and elected leaders to use as they consider the best ways to prevent, mitigate, and recover from acts of violence. 
“Each of us has an important role to play in keeping our students safe while at school,” said Secretary DeVos. “Through the Commission’s work, it has become even clearer there is no single policy that will make our schools safer. What will work for schools in Montana will be different than what will work for schools in Manhattan. With that in mind, this report provides a wide-ranging menu of best practices and resources that all state, community, and school leaders should consider while developing school safety plans and procedures that will work for their students and teachers.”
To view the report in its entirety, click here. 
To learn more about the Federal Commission on School Safety, visit the School Safety Commission website. 
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Crisis in Higher Education

Secretary DeVos addressed the crisis in higher education in her remarks at the Department’s annual Federal Student Aid (FSA) Training Conference in Atlanta on Nov. 27. The secretary warned America’s students and taxpayers of the rising student debt in America.  She called the nation’s higher education system “the envy of the world,” but declared, if significant policy changes are not made to the way student aid is distributed and administered, “the program on which so many students rely will be in serious jeopardy.”  Indeed, FSA holds nearly $1.5 trillion in outstanding federal loans (more than $10,000 for each and every American taxpayer); only 24 percent  of borrowers are currently paying down both principal and interest; and 43 percent of all federal loans are considered “in distress” (press release and blog post).

The secretary laid out four core principles from which decision makers can start when taking action to address the problem. These are (1) every person deserves the opportunity to pursue an  education; (2) innovation must be unleashed; (3) more accessible information is needed; and (4) nothing is free — someone ultimately pays the bills..

In her remarks, the secretary also highlighted the myStudentAid mobile application.  And Secretary DeVos provided an exciting update on the Department’s evolution to the Next Generation Processing and Servicing Environment (NextGen).
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STEM Strategic Plan

During the week of Dec. 3, President Trump released a plan to strengthen science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM) education.  The five-year strategic plan seeks to ensure that all Americans have access to quality STEM education and safeguards America’s place as a global leader in innovation and employment.  The administration’s goals include building a strong foundation of STEM literacy, increasing diversity in STEM careers, and preparing the STEM workforce of the future.  To achieve these goals, the plan lays out key pathways: developing and enriching strategic STEM partnerships, engaging students where disciplines converge, and advancing computational thinking as a critical skill for America’s workforce.  The plan was collaboratively developed by the National Science and Technology Council Committee on STEM Education and the White House Office of Science and Technology Policy (fact sheet and blog post).
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Proposed Title IX Regulation Published in the Federal Register

The Department’s proposed Title IX regulation on improving schools’ response to sexual harassment and assault was published in the Federal Register on Nov. 29, making the deadline for public comment Jan. 28, 2019.  Also, Secretary DeVos penned an op-ed on the rule, published in the Washington Post.  
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U.S. and Swiss Team Up to Promote Apprenticeships

On Dec. 3, the U.S. departments of Education, Labor, and Commerce joined the Swiss government in signing a memorandum of understanding on apprenticeships. This agreement will build upon ongoing collaboration between the United States and Switzerland to encourage businesses and stakeholders to promote apprenticeship programs and develop effective strategies to increase awareness of and access to work-based learning. 
Learn more about the Swiss Apprenticeship Program.
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Secretary Betsy DeVos Releases Guide to Help Families Understand School Report Cards as Required by ESSA

Report cards will bring long-needed transparency and accountability to funding, student achievement, and other key metrics.
Schools receive report cards just like students do. Building on her commitment to empower parents and guardians with relevant, transparent information on their local schools, on Nov. 7, Secretary of Education Betsy DeVos released a resource guide to help parents understand state and local report cards required by the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA). The guide (1) reminds parents that the school-specific report cards allow them to identify the strengths and areas of opportunity that are available in their respective local schools and (2) provides information to help parents navigate their school-specific report cards. 

“This guide demonstrates our ongoing commitment to providing parents with user-friendly tools and the information necessary to make informed decisions,” the secretary said. “Informed parents become empowered and engaged parents who are able to better advocate on behalf of their children.”

ESSA directs states and districts to publish report cards that show important measures of state, district, and school performance and progress. Specifically, states and districts must report on graduation rates, student achievement, school climate, state accountability, teacher qualifications, and other key indicators. For the first time ever, states will be required to report funding from federal, state, and local sources, and how much money is spent per pupil. Parents can use this valuable information to make informed decisions about their child’s current education, as well as future learning pathways. ESSA requires that report cards be concise, understandable, and accessible to the public. For more information on ESSA report cards, see the parent guide that is available here. 

On Nov. 8 and 9, the Department’s Office of Educational Technology hosted a Report Card Design Challenge. The event invited web content creators to design user-friendly, easy-to-understand report card landing pages and per-pupil expenditure pages. To learn more about the design challenge, click here.

To find all ESSA resources, including a parent’s guide to ESSA, click here.
College- and Career-Ready
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“But first, FAFSA®”

The “But first, FAFSA®” campaign encourages students to fill out the FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid) form as soon as possible so they don’t miss out on financial aid. Learn more about the “But first, FAFSA” campaign by visiting the Financial Aid Toolkit, which suggests Facebook posts, Tweets, and additional resources to share the importance of filling out the FAFSA form.
To fill out the FAFSA form, students can simply download the myStudentAid app (iOS or Android) and fill it out from a mobile device, or visit fafsa.gov and fill out the form using the device of their choice, including a smartphone, tablet, or laptop.
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The Office of Communications and Outreach works with state and local education agencies to empower parents with information to help them be full partners in the education and academic progress of their children. For more information, please contact Carrie Jasper at carrie.jasper@ed.gov, or call 202-401-1524.
Contributors: Adam Honeysett, 
Advisers: Karen Stratman and Macy Mount
Family, School and Community Engagement is written by Carrie Jasper.
To subscribe, unsubscribe or comment on this newsletter, please contact Parent@ed.gov. 

Family, School and Community Engagement can be found online at http://www2.ed.gov/news/newsletters/engagingfamilies/index.html
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